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floppy

HEWLETT PACKARD
1 GIGABYTE 3.5 5CSl
MICROPOLIS

2 GIGABYTE 3.5 5Cs1

4 GIGABYTE 3.5 5C51 ..

9 GIGABYTE 3.5 5CI
HITACHI

340M8 2.5 1DE

e

10MB 2.5 IDE

1 GIGABYTE 2.5 IDE
OTHERS

80MB 2.5 IDE

120MB 2.5 IDE

External IDE hard disk for the AS00
comes complete with an internal ROM
switcher, and upgradable to 4MB RAM

M-TEC ATS00 BARE £99
M-TEC ATS00 420MB £259
EMORY REQUIAES 207 1S

Save 1.5MB on a standard floppy drive
and 3MB when used in conjunction
with the XL Drive 1.74

FLOPPY EXPANDER £10

Disk Expander can add upto to 50% to
your hard drive capacity and works
with all drives including SCS, IDE,
Floppies and even the RAM disk. Disk
Expander works on any Amiga with
any Kickstart.

DISK EXPANDER £25

drives

External PCMCIA 3.5 IDE hard disk

OVERDRIVE BARE £99
OVERDRIVE 420MB £259

2704 GIGABYTE £659
470 8 GIGABYTE £899
270 4 CARTRIDGE D190 £12
470 8 CARTRIDGE DL120 .. £19.95

128 OPTICAL
230MB OPTICAL

1.3 GIGABYTE OPTICAL .
230MB OPTICAL DISK
1.3 GIGABYTE DISK

SCSl case suitable for CD-ROM/HD/DAT
and Optical drives.

£79.95
£79.95

5.257 SCS1 or IDE CASE
3.5” SCS1 o IDE CASE

21P DRIVE 100MB 5CS1 . ... .£179.95
100MB DISKETTE £15.95
2 DAIVE REQUIRE SQURRELSCS INTEAACE

Backup to 520M8 onto a ahr VHS tape.
Version 3 has new backup modes for
Amiga's with a 68020 or higher CPU.

VIDEO BACKUP SCART
VIDEO BACKUP PHONO
UPGRADE TO VERSION 3

SQUIRREL SCS1 INTERFACE .. £59.95
ieeen. £79.95
MEGALOSOUND ..
VIDEOMASTER AGA
VIDEOMASTER AGA RGE
VIDEOMASTE
VIDEOMASTER RGB
COLOURMASTER ...
PROMIDI INTERFACE
ncluded where yo

256 x 32 SIMM 72:PIN (1M8)
512 X 32 SIMM 72-PIN (2M8)
1X32 SIMM (4mB)

2X 32 SIMM (8MB)

4X32 SIMM (16MB)

1X 8 SIMM 32-PIN (1M8)
4B SIMM 32-PIN (4MB)
1X 4 STATIC COLUMN A3000

SUPER DENISE
KEYBOARD IC
FAT AGNUS TMB

WORKBENCH 3.1 A500/2000
WORKBENCH 3.1 A3000/4000
ROM SHARE DEVICE

2.04 ROM CHIP

.award winning amiga peripheral manufacturers




Macand P emuator o the Ania
EMPLANT MAC BASIC £239.95
ENPLANT WA OPTION A .£279.95
EUPLANT AC OPION S . £279.95
EMPLANT UACDELUXE . £399.95
€385 OX NODULE £89.95

gvp products

G20 € proceson scserstorcardfor st your Aiga SOUZI00 i AW 1o A 2M RAM bardfrthe A500whic fs
eg his by inth rapdoor st
AS00 2MB RAM £90

PGA). This card can fit upto 4B FAST  includes a 2MB Fat Agnus. No soldering is

RAM and i fully auto-configuring required. MEMORY CARDS
NOT COMPATIBLE WITH GVP HARD DRIVE MEGACHIP RAM £159.95 S‘IK RAM WITH CLOCK £24.95

A500 68020 EC OMB RAM .. .£99.95 T

4500 68020 EC 4M8 RAM . £239.95 £15  AS00+ 1MB RAM

ACEEX V32 BIS 14.4 vor st armeoveof 139
XAINK h0e va 203 7 arpmoveo £229.95 phone orders
A moocw sorrwae . £49

R S postal orders

MICROVITEC 1438 14 warranty
EPSON STYLUS INC.PAPER
EPSON STYLUS PRO XL A3+
STUDIO Il SOFTW,

technical support
mafl-order prices

PICASSO Il 2M8 RAM s .l’OTlA'I.A'!A(.Wm’ (inc. delivery) £ .

PRS0 I S AN £399.95 creor carowo. g

- odiieald £229.95 i EXPIRYDATE .. " . . SIGNATURE

Beoonc .. 25 DELIVERY 2-3 DAYS £2.50|  NEXT DAY £5 SAT £10
MAKGEN 5 £299.95 o oxuvary 50 Autow U 707 0avsFon s To cLean

01234 273000 POWER COMPUTING LTD
44A/B STANLEY STREET mun

01234 352207 BEDFORD MK41 7RW |-
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Image Engineer

The latest and greatest shareware image
processing package for any Amiga

It slices, it dices, it makes your images
i look great, ust try it and you'l be hooked

ﬁ et |
#%. 7 Sound FH

: A brilliant sound sample editor that any
aspiring muso should have, and our
selection of the latest appiications off
the Aminet including Iconian, the
brilliant icon paint package for
Workbench 3 machines.

equipped with a 68020, and it's yours free
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Qur unlaue and highlyrated extemal Clock Cartidge willenable

mmmmmmwmmwmmmmm

own battery

ymy@nmmmmmmvrﬂmmmm 'AL200 rapdoor fting memory expansions feature
a battery backed clock and 3 socket for an accelerator
U,

AG00 MEMORY EXPANSIONS
/WY 1MB WITHOUT CLOCK £34.99
“f_hs THE 1MB WITH CLOCK £39.99
U"BE‘_D 0;0 2mb c114.09
£174
.‘s“a 12 S 8mb £28. -
Tse i s sinly push oo the e of e

softvare suppl
mmmhr—nmmmu ool Now includes CD ROM drivers and instructions.
fyer

A500/+ 170mb HARD DRIVE £189.99 """‘Ej'““"‘
A500/+ 425mb HARD DRIVE £229.95 : R e e o e o
Adeitions! RAM for the hard drive :89.55 por 2mb [

| Discology s the utimate in disk copying power fo the
Amiga. Te package

‘manual and Discology for making.

o kel e

sy

DATAFLYER SCSI+ ONLY £69.99

£19.99 EACH SQUIRREL SCS! INTERFACE

ALSO AVAILABLE £59.99
PCMCIA fitting SCS! interface
OR BUY

ivos = e s S s
‘enclosure with ts own power supply. |
420mb £214.99
rus Professional Is the most powerful
19011t ehoring s TG Wikes
Virus pro will check and device hard drives,
| fioppy disks and even CD ROM drives for virus-
Ward to use, includes a ful

E CASE £54.99
CASE £59.99
FORA FULL

vt sl g s 257
ot e and C0 0

Include the appropriate Workbench 3.1 ROMS, disks, manuals and
fiting nstrctons.

‘Bring your Amiga into us for ftting for ONLY £10.00
WORKBENCH 3.1

for A500/1500/2000 only £89.99
8mb £239.99 for A1200/3000/4000 only £99.99

33mhz 68882 FPU (plcc) £49.99
40mhz 68882 FPU (plcc) £69.99
S0mhz 68882 FPU (PGA) £79.90 Phoneifor

ices and availal



Our ighly rted, 10p qualityfeature packed modems ae ideal for
users. Al modems include our

SPEEDCOM

(14,400 vazm) £89.99
SPEEDCOM+B)

(28,800 V34) £169.95

540mb £284.99

Amazing power fo sich alow |
accelers

WITH SQUIRREL £174.99
WITH DATAFLYER £174.99

Uses standard -

72 pin SIMMS and includes 3.
backed clock.

Simpie rapdoor itig.

APOLLO 1220 ONLY £99.99
AIWA Acn-:lon APOLLO 1220 +1mb £139.99
ONLY £167.49 OR APOLLO 1220 +4mb £229.99
WITH SQUIRREL £209.99 o=

WITH DATAFLYER £209.99

CHINON CDS435

INTERNAL £79.99

EXTERNAL £109.99

EXTERNAL WITH 68882 FPU £69.99
SQUIRREL £154.99

value quad speed extermal SOSI CD ROM dive
quaty enciosure.

Itmal iing A600 Aceeratafa.res 68020 s FPU bt i
PANASONIC QUAD BT 7200 som et p 08 L ST o .
SPEED EXTERNAL 30001
WITH SQUIRREL
OR DATAFLYER AROLEDARZ0)
W ONLY 134.55

ONLY £239.99 + 2MB £199.96

+ 4MB :264.50

No.1
FOR MAIL ORDER

No.1
FOR AMIGA
IN MANCHESTER

FREEPHONE

(credit/switch card sales only)

tel: 0161 796 5279
for enquiries or

fax: 0161 796 3208

SIREN
SOFTWARE,
178 BURY NEW RD,
WHITEFIELD,
MANCHESTER
M45 6QF,
ENGLAND

Access, Visa, Switch, Delta,
Connect etc accepted

Monday to Friday 9am to 6pm
Saturday mornings 9am to 12pm

Please phone first to
check availability
of any item.

From the M62 Junction 17
head towards Bury.
We are 50 yards on

the right hand side after

the third set of lights.

The door to our premises

is next to the
florists opposite
the Masons Pub.



[JEDITORIAL

he aimost farcical fall and rise of the

Amiga has to be one of the strangest

des in computing history.

Claims, counter claims, rumours and an even-

tual buy-out, spread over a whole year with
not a single machine made or sold.

And yet the fanatical user base remained
loyal to the cause. At last, the basic A1200 s
back in business, as indeed are the majority
of the UK management team who headed-up.
Commodore UK — which incidentally was one
of the few profit making outposts in the empire
priorto the collapse.

last some good news for the users and
even better news for the Commodore old
boys. But what's happened to Escom’s plans
for an Amiga renaissance, as revealed 1o the
world at their Frankfurt press launch of the all
new Amiga Technologies division.

Like many others, | sat back and listened as
the Escom hierarchy detailed their glorious.
vision designed to put their latest acquisition
back in its proper place. The driving force in

1o quote a solid price per uni, they did reveal
the number of units to be produced, projected
overall costs, and the profit margin
builtinto the business plan.

Given all of the above, it doesn't
require a genius to figure out a
fairly accurate retail price. Do your
sums and contrast that with the
real-world asking price and you
soon figure out someone at
Escom needs a new calculator.

Since that glorious day, Amiga

hnologies have been keen to forget these
initial forecasts, while third parties are even
denying what was ever said ~ which is quite
ironic considering those who are re-telling the
story didn't actually attend.

But let's be realistic. The press conference.
was exactly that ~ a PR stunt designed to
divert some much needed attention to their
latest investment. Fine. However, the renais-
sance is now well under way, 5o isn' it time
would-be investors and long time enthusiasts
alike were given a little more than vague
promises.

Given that the planned pricing policy was
10 more than a temporary rush of blood to the
head, what's happened 10 the other keys 1o

The Al team
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success in the Escom vision. Where's the
promised redesign, come 1o that, where's the
all new A4000 it was to be emblazoned

across

“The world did not stop revolving with the
premature demise of the Amiga. PCs and
e s
pretier. Admitedly, the Amiga still blows both
laforna away when h Gomes 10 & talht
price and performance combo, but what are
Escom/Armiga Technologies doing o promote
the virtues of their machines.

‘The men at the top may well point o Amiga
Computing and others to wave the fiag on
their behalf. No problem, we've done exactly

roacs 0 b caviced e Ari o back
— and that's something that can only be
o with reaiwod promotion and an
obvious investment n the cause.
o latest rumours involve a
50,000 Escom Chiistmas TV.
advertising campaign. It
femains 1o be seen if any of the
alleged cash s 1o be spent on
the Amiga, or s it simply pro-
moting the existing mulimedia
range.

it has to be said that Amiga Technologies
certainly aren' alone in taking the Amiga com-
munity for granted. NewTek are a prime
example of a company who've made milions
courtesy of the machine and have now seer
ingly forgotten the platform completely.
Obviously, launching LightWave on the PC
and just about every other computing platiorm
known to man is going to put pressure on any
company. Having said that, an occasional
thought for their bread and butter business
surely can't be 100 much to ex;

Nobody is asking for a handout here. To get
the Amiga back on a firm footing, potential
buyers and investors need reassurance.
Amiga Technologies promised various follow-
up events designed to keep people up to date
with their progress and future plans. Needless

052y, a vague promise is asfar s it go.

e s true for NewTek. Way backin

our May issue, Amiga Compuing scooped

an exclusive preview of LightWave 4 and

promised a full review would appear soan

after. That was eight months ago and I'm il

none the wiser s to when the promised
roview wil appea.

Come cn g s & ety tl G

e 0dd realistc press release i
Trars e/ ME e o e

Paul Austin
Editor

Amiga Computing
CHRISTMAS 1995




alike who wish to create back-up

Virus search on any device (Hard disk, floppy disk CDROM etc.)
Quick tracing o ink and fl viruses etc.

Block Test to search for viruses at the block level of a device
Automated unpacking of compressed programs for virus checking

S

No.1

FOR MAIL ORDER
No.1
’ FOR AMIGA
NE“{ ogiesls( IN MANCHESTER

Duplication System

Included is the Discology disk, Discology Cartidge and a 36 page
inted manual (credit/switch card sales only)
Feaurs  artige ok modefor vl prtcted sk (Requres the
use of an exteral disk drive)
Two Nibble modes fo coping ith protected 1BM and Ateri disks

tel: 0161 796 5279
Sync Sean checks for unknown protetion systems.

for enquiries or
fax: 0161 796 3208
Recogiton oflong and shart tracks
Modem users can backup disks via @ modem to another Amiga
anywhere in the word

Fully mutitasking, copies with high density disk etc
Full update servie is avalable fo registered users

SIREN
Discology comprises all the SOFTWARE,
st 178 BURY NEW RD,
[T WHI D,
MANCHESTER
M45 6QF,
ENGLAND

Access, Visa, Switch, Delta,
Connect etc accepted

Monday to Friday 9am to 6pm
Saturday momings 9am to 12pm

Please phone first to
check availability
of any item.

From the M62 junction 17
Recogition of Bootbock Viruses with analysis
Safeguards hard dives Rigd Disk Blocks

Includes 3 comprehensive 50 page printed manual
Fullupdate servie to regstered users

head towards Bury.
We are 50 yards on the
right hand side after the

third set of lights.
Includes many more features.

The door to our premises
is next to the
florists opposite
the Masons Pub.



He's Back

Eolvingonfom e gl roun
meking Squirel SCS Ints
prodathiBee Srf

oenigher SCS perfonanc,si-wing
and an ultrafost srial ort. Surf Squirel s
e ideal expansion

AL200.

peripher
Squirel s also the nly S

ur uvvmvN'Lumaﬂ e for o
information on the

The floppy drive for
the maltimedia age
This newest, most portable
ahangeatis b i O
in at just 1, has fast transer and

Amiga Zip Tools
ey fom sl el
s o it e oy etk vt i ke
10 et going on a SCSI-mware. ” you want 0 uniip your wallet
BBl e 2 0 dove, BTN ey £
ll necessary leads and a complete Ny
Sliware, prosammed by Hico, incuding:  Price ine 00M cartridge, exta
M cartridges £15.95 or lss!
Order your Zip dive now 1o
oid disappoiniment!

The Best-Value
Hard Drives

Ifyouwant a SCS hard drive then Hisoff
ther

e

P i .\wuu, i

el e ot o g v SAACD ROM e
¢! devices

and come with our own ddditional e suitable for vioun
Wartanty and technical sapport IR0 AT o A

We offéintefnal o external SCSH)

2.5 IDE
0V et €159 0Mblmern/ €5438 o
M corl €229 EMblmerl include
D s S
10 esgt 569 1T0Mb e 12495 Yo e

5 s amiga
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Super-Value
CD-ROM Pack

it s dopd g it
nuifimedia pack of

b
SCS1 nterfach ik s
peripherls (hurd i, GB-ROM.
Zip scaner ) o

s chained togther

10 ckofCDs s s
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(CD-ROM it ul CS! spcifaton plus
i e

« The A
10CDein

S o s
v-nqmmw

Moreic D pl ok G

Al this, packagil gogether, at 5 ruly
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fechnical suppit from Hisoft

VAT

Newl

Amig
from

the

Termi
really
1MB

This

A

u,.,ﬁ &

Squirrel
$MPEG

Disk Magic
ihe llmlae e and sk management

archived file, s simple a1 a

abily

fonts,screen mode, a

(or higher) and with 1.3VIB ar more o free memory,

As music experts all sampler products are
‘wn design, built and programmed in

ight packa,

Samplers have superb rea-time effect.

Termite -
Afrsid
nformaton Super Highwa
telecommunicator will el at home.
Termite s 100% WB2

you with al of the modern user inte

Termite supports both the Amiga XPR and XEM libraret
as well as havi
compatible wit

Cinema4D

el

Cinema
wtilty toallows full import o your urrent objects

£39.9.

Magie (screenshot on the lef) s
utilty for your
i DISKMAGIC makes every task you perform
the copying of a file, to the extraction of an
clicking ona bt I
‘youll wonder how you ever

ly released, Disk.

IAGIC is exceptionally configurable, with the
y o altr window layout, ile types, ction buttons)
rchive handling, viewers and more

s compatible withall Amigas running W

K), you can trust HiSoft o deliver th
professional Midi

e for you;

£39.95

g hedgehog o he
? Don't worry!
e 30 sty o use tha even st tome

of becomin,

e Guid complntand provid
ce features to
enjoy playing i the highway!

its own internal ZModem. Termite s
all Amigas running WBS2 (o higher) il
o more offree memory and all modems.

£199.95
xcting e ke i e gy o
CinemadD s et to evolaiorise he
enderiog s animasion arat
emasD provdes n ey o-use mult-askin et
3

ipulaton, herarchies, an aptimised FPU/CPU version
much more!

24D sl includes a comprehensive e conversion.

Bring the cinema nto your home and onto your

 with Squie MG, Paying the popul
VideoCD and CDI CD-ROMs, Squirrel MPEG
brings high quality digitally mastered images and
6-bit sereo sound to you and your Amiga

Squirrel MPEG is a SCS! peripheral that can be used
in conjunction with any SCSI controller, such as the
Eios SSEREEE e o0

'MPEG can also be used as a stand-alone un

‘Squirrel MPEG requires a SCS1 CD-ROM that is CDI® Gres
(White Book)compatbie. Check your CD-

Order Hotline
@) 0500 223660

To arder any of the products shown on this page
(or any other HiSoft tite) - just call us, free of
rge, on 0500 223660, armed with your credit

or debit card; we will normally despach within
4 working days (€4 P&P) or,for only £ within
the

JK, by guaranteed next day deliv
o0ds i stock). Alternatively, you can send us a
cheque or postal orders, madé out to Hisot, All
prices include VAT Export orders: please call or
fax o confrm pricing and postage costs

1995 HiSoft, E&OF.

All prices nclude UK Zipis a trademark
@ 17.5% lomega e

TV, Video and Hi-Fisetup.
Book)or VideoCD
ROM suppie for computibiity detals.

HiSeft

SYSTEMS
The Old School, Greenfield
Bedford MK45 5DE UK
Tel: +44 (0) 1525 718181
Fax: +44 (0) 1525 713716




DL, the largest distributor of hardware

10 the traditional computer retailer, is
batting for survival having been forced by
cash flow pr

oblems to apply for an
Adninistration Order. Contrary to a reportin

{Us PC Dealer, however, the company
Has not gone ino receivership.

The fortunes of the company over the
next few months are of particular signif-
cance 10 Amiga enthusiasts, since SDL was
tecently chosen by Amiga Technologies to
dtibute the new A1200s and 4000Ts to
etal

As was the case with ZCL eariier in the
year, SDL's financial troubles arise from
cash flow problems caused by the collapse
of Commodore International. Attempts to

iga by
aiso been hampered by the erratic supply of
- fion companies ke ieM ana

mpaq, according to Marketing

B as o

Following the grant of an
IR ne i by e i

1995, SDLis

now prmec\ed ot i o
three months against any action
by creditors to bring the company
down. This means that for the
time being, the company's £8

Aithough Gaijin press are better known for

their Manga creations on paper than

vim it

w project in which he

B el e o Arign

plan is to make a

his comic book tit, Ariel:

High School Devil-Girl. Eniisting help from

companies such as Altemative Image and

Magic Camera Company, t is hoped the

project will be yet another animation coup
forthe Amiga.

Clark explained why he has chosen the
Amiga to work on: “The Amiga is the best
machine for the job. Its cheap and easy o
use He intends 1o use packages such as
e Feal oD and Cinems 40 and

will allow him to create cartoon-
e gmphlcs B e a e

plerlos wam “We'e tying to
make & pipe dream into a reality and show
thatf your hearts in it then anyone can do
i Ifs & case of The Amateur Sirkes Back

ifyol

The ﬁ\m s curently only in the planning
stages, although it is hoped development
will commence in February.

By Gareth Lofthouse and Tina Hackett

[ nEws |

o0l fight through crisis

John Smith, Genoral

that SOL wil survive.

millon debts have been frozen. During this
period the Administrator, David Nisbet, wil
attempt o keep the company trading and
making profit for the creditors. As SDL wer

10 point out, the fir's situation differs
from ZCL in that it has not been put into
administrative receivership, which usually
leads to liquidation. At present, the major
creditors are stil supporting SDL.

‘The crisis also puts the future of SDL's
Silica retail stores into question. David
Nisbet has already said that the chain is not
very profitable and that it will need close

monitoring.
Asked how SDL's fortunes
would affect the Amiga, John
Smith, General Manager of
Amiga Technologies UK
said: “Obviously [SDL's]
survival is very important.
hey've been good
ambassadors  for
Commodore products
over the years and we

hope they'll continue.” Along with
Leisuresoft, SDL are the only distributor for
new Amiga products, and of the two it has
far more experience in the Amiga market. f
the worst comes to the worst and SDL
disappears, Amiga Technologies would
be forced to ook to alternatives. “Don't
forget," John Smith added, ‘we have
Leisuresoft, so while | want SDL to
survive we do already have an altemafive
distributor.

t appears that SDL have yet to receive
the Amiga bundles that could help revive
fortunes because of supply problems
Amiga Technology have been experienc-
ing. However, John Smith expects the
Solectron factory in Bordeaux to be up to
full capacity by the second week of
November at the latest.

"We have been having discussions with
the administrator and you will start 1o see
products at the beginning of next week
coming back into SDL" he told Amiga
Computing.

UK gets Pawed

After months of speculation, the world's first portable Amiga is ready to go on sale;
Blittersoft have recently agreed exclusive distribution rights for Silent Paw
Production’s products, and the Portable Amiga Work Station will be on sale in the UK
this November.

Developed by US company Silent Paw Productions, the first versions 1o go on
sale will be the PAWS 600 and 1200. Versions based on the A3000 and A4000 will
follow, although they will differ in that they do not have the abillty o use battery
power.

Biitersoft are convinced there will be a market for laptop Amigas, although it will obvi
he. “A lot of

Lesurt admitted. “It’s too expensive for everyone, but certainly there is a

Amiga yo-yos

The Amiga is going to be sold in the Escom shops, John Smith told us at the
time of going to print. We realise by now that we're beginning to look stupid say

ing in one issue it isn't, then in the next that it is, but it's not our fault. Amiga
Technologies just keep changing their minds.

The latest report from John Smith says that the Amiga will be on sale in
Escom shops by mid-November. Here at Amiga Computing, we'll believe it w
we see it

Amiga Computing
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Development push
from Digita

Digita, far from resting on their laurels
after placing four products into the
Amiga Magic Pack, have announced
a busy release schedule for the rest
of the year and early 1996

First off, there’s Datastore 2,
Organiser 2, and Money Matters 4
which should be ready for November,
each of which will retail at £49.99.
Wordprocessor Wordworth 5 is then
due for release in January 1996 at

9.99.

Digita’s commitment to Amiga
development in the long term is fur-
ther confirmed by plans to release
4 and
Wordworth 5SE in Spring 1996. For
more details contact Liz Haynes on
01395 270273,

Amiga 5tar journalist
jumps ship

In what will be the most shocking
blow to the Amiga industry yet, IDG
Media announced it was taking top
Amiga journalist Gareth Lofthouse off
Amiga Computing magazine. He will
now be working for the newly
launched Internet culture magazine,
The Web.

A day after hearing the news, col-
leagues were still clearly distraught
Deputy Editor Ben Vost said: “It is a
great loss... another nail in the coffin”
when he heard about the death of
Red Rum, while others were 100 hys-
terical to comment

Tina Hackett will be taking over the
iob of News Editor. She wished Mr
Lighthouse the best of luck, but
stated: “It will be hard to reach the
heights of professionalism Gerald
attained. I'l obviously be doing my
best, but not everyone can drag stuff
out like that

Tina can be contacted at the Amiga
Computing News Desk: Tel: 01625
878888, Fax: 01625 850652, e-mail
tina@acomp.demon.co.uk

Dops ouerdo

A bit of a misprint in our review of
Tunebuilder in the November issue
made the price of the broadcast ver-
sion look extortionate. It should have
read $1,899 rather than a horrific
$18,999, 50 apologies are due to
Airworks Media.

Amiga Computing
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Microuitec raise European standard

‘The city of Bradford in Yorkshire is hardly
renowned as a place synonymous with
new technology, but allthat could be set
10 change. Bradford is the home of
Microvitec Displays, a company respect-
e for their high quality monitors, and fok

‘about 10 put their name well and truly on
the European

echnologies have made a part-
nership with the firm which allows
Microvitec to produce the offiial fine of
monitors for the Amiga. It marks the
beginning of a long-term deal which
means the largest order ever for
Microvitec from any customer. To cele-
brate, the company held a high profile
champagne reception to mark the first
Amiga monitor coming off the production
ines. Among the local dignitaries, key fig-
ures of Amiga Technologies aiso attend-

‘The emphasis was on generating a
European union with all parts being devel-
oped in Europe. Microvitec Display’s
Managing Director, Tony Sampson
stressed this: “This agreement is proof

The Microvitec factory in Bradiord
has been chosen to produce the
‘Amiga monitors.

also be Used on high-end Amigas fitted

with 64-bit g
video as well as high resolution VGA

screens.
‘The general mood of the conference.

was positive, with Amiga Technologies

president looking confidently into the

future. “For the coming year, | will not

make any

Ssereiioiy as Al as v e R

ship 500,000 Amiga 1200

expect to
50,000 Amiga 4000T. There wil be new

that European electronics
can mount a successful challange o Far
Eastem competitors and Amiga's choice
of Solectron, a French company, to man-
ufacture the Amiga 1200 computer is fur-
ther vindication that European companies
el
for worldwide

oo ot ke Erecen of
Amiga Technologies was invited to

speak, and he revealed the partnership's
plans for new products next year. “For the
first quarter, we wil continue with the 14

inch model on schedule. Our goal is also
10 replace the 14 inch by the 15 inch
model as soon as possible, during
the second quarter, and this without
increasing the price.”

He cites the 17 inch as a breakthrough
in the Amiga market because the monitor
is able to adapt automatically to horizontal
frequencies from 15 up to 64 KHz. It can

as1in the mic-ange.” Plans are also in the
pipeline to present their new A1200 CD-
'ROM drive at the Amiga fair in Cologn
Otrer s of Arge Tehrooe
were on hand to answer questions and
Yy el ikt s of RISC
o 1 o e ke s il
inounced at the Video Toaster Expo.
Shom At ek Cologrs srow ik in
November, they wil announce
development plans for the future of the |
Amiga range.
John Smith, General Manager UK, told
Amiga Computing that he was
with the reaction from retail, although
Managing Director, Jonathan Anderson,
unhappiness with supply diff
culties. Gilles Bourdin confirmed an
Intemet package is in development and
mentioned that they are currently seeking
‘amodem 0 go in the deal.
More details on the latest Amiga shows
‘and developments wil follow.
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Techno mouse

Leisuresoft may be distributing
the Amiga, but their contribu-
tion to development is still
pretty small. Supposedly to
“celebrate’ the relaunch of the
Amiga, Leisuresoft's subsidiary
Technoplus have released a

W mous

It difers from other versions
avallable for the Amiga in that
its contoured fines and carefu-
lly moulded shape have been
developed for both short and
extended periods of use.

The mouse cost £14,99 and
will be available from most
leading Computer stores.

Toenopius have a new mouse
out, priced at £14.99

David Pleasance, formerly Managing
Director of Commodore UK before the
Escom takeover, is set to make a come-
back with a new company called Tangent
and an album created with and dedicated
to the Amiga.

Named ‘Everybody's Girlfriend,’ the 14
track CD is due for release in early
December and will feature songs written
by Pleasance himself. The CD takes its
name from the word Amiga which in
‘Spanish means girlfriend.

‘The music is very diverse,” he told
Amiga Computing. In addition to blues,
ballads, fusion and pop, Pleasance him-
self will be playing a flamenco guitar
track. “All the tracks are inspired by the
Amiga in one way or the other,” he
explained. “A song called 'l don't want to
lose you' says it all, | think.” The Amiga
has been used for all the midi, composing
and sequencing on the albt

Asked if he thought there'd be much
demand for the album, he replied: “It's

not just Amiga created music, it's a cele-
bration of ten years of the Amiga. We're
banking on the

Pleasante pays trihu

fact that the Amiga has a cult following
Pleasance already has a successful
background in music, one of the high
points of which was coming second in the
Australian Opportunity Knocks. Tangent
Music Design is now based in a ‘state of
the art' 32 channel, 24 track recording

It looks like Pleasance’s long time busi-
ness involvement with the Amiga might
be coming o an end, however, after the
album is completed. Tangent will contin-
ue to make music for games companies
but 50 far their are no further Amiga
plans. “That's not where the growth is at
the moment,” he commented.

Until the buyout in May earlier this

David Pleasance and Colin
Proudfoot had been heading Commodore
UK in a bid 1o take over the Commodore
legacy. Escom did not buy the UK opera-
tion after Pleasance’s team pulled out of
the running at the last minute. We asked
David Pleasance what he thought of
Escom's performance so far.

“It's obvious that Jonathan and the
other guys are working under very, very
difficult circumstances at the moment,”
he said. “Escom have bought this thing
and they're really doing it on the cheap
They're not investing in anything at all
which is why they didn't buy the UK busi-
ness and they wouldn't meet Colin
[Proudfoot] and 1 on our terms,

I think their plan is to capitalise on the
demand for the product until Christmas,
then have a review of the situation and
then decide whether they want to invest
any further,” he continued. “Frankly if
they don't invest then | think they're
heading for a fall”

Davin Ploasance - releasing a
CD paying tribute to the Amiga

CHRISTMAS 1995

Highly regarded modem manufacturer US Robotics have
released a new entry level Sporster at under £100. It may be
slower than more expensive models, but many will welcomel
the abandonment of the controversial styling the othel
Sporsters have featured

‘The Sportster Vi voice modem from US.
Robotics will be available for €99

(D price slides -

The price of CD-ROM drives contins

Named the SCR-630, it has an
average access time of 220ms, &
seek access time of 190ms, and &
data transfer rate of 702Kb/s, which
should make it well-equipped for
animation and video playback. The!
drive also supports multi-session

peripheral stores.

fye candy

Digital Candy BBS are releasing
demo-science CD-ROM for Janua,
1996 which they claim will in
best productions from 1995, includin
all releases from The Party 5 that
be held this Christmas.

The disk will use an intelligent inte
face, and buyers of the CD will be ab

Candy on 0191-232 5527 for mor
details

a Compu:
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Amiga backs in the US of A LL§=A'.

miga 4000T units were slated to hit the
shelves of the remaining American Amiga
dealers during the second week of Novermber.
Amiga Technologies and Escom chose the
ervice Management Group (SMG) of Columbia, MD
i, Amiga product fine in North America,
and this distribution agreement covers the United
States and Canada
SMG may be familiar to American Amiga owners as.
the company responsible for providing warranty ser-
vice for Amigas in recent years. The company have
d

had the connections to provide good distribution for the
machines, but also experience providing service and

p Maple U Release 3

Waterloo Maple is now shipping

tionality that exists for Maple V. tions,

support for the platform. The announcement was.
slated to be officially made at the Video Toaster
Expo in Los Angeles, Califormia in early November,
where Amiga Technologies were expected to
announce the processor planned for use in next-gen-
eration Amigas. AT and SMG were also slated o
exhibit at the Las Vegas COMDEX show in mid-
Noverber ~ look for a report on that in this column
next month,

However, allindications are that AT and SMG stil
st e R A 200 L o
The Service Management Group can be contacted at
10400 Lie Patoxent Pakway, Sulls 440, Coumbia
MD 21044, USA; phone (410) 715-6850; fax (410)
7156859,

Maple V also features a

by Denny Atk

a new version of the professional
mathematics program, Maple V

problem-solving environment fea-
turing an advanced graphical
user interface, software that
maths majors, as well as stu-
dents and researchers who need
1o do advanced statistical analy-
sis on their Amigas, will find
invaluable. It shares al the func-

Release 3 on other platforms
including typeset maths output,
2D and 3D plotting, animations,
export to LaTeX, and all help
facilities. Maple V. provides
symbolic and numeric solutions
10 problems in algebra, calculus,
linear algebra, _differential
equations, geometry, statistics
and more,

Visualisation features include
20 plots, 3D plots, and anima-

complete programming language
you can use to develop custom
mathematical applications.

'e Amiga version of Maple
Release 3 was developed by Dr
Tomas Rokicki, best known as
the creator of AmigaTeX from
Radical Eye Software, and Dr
Willy Langeveld, author of the
VLT terminal emulator. For
upgrade or pricing information
e-mail info @ maplesoft.com.

World of Amiga reborn

The World of Amiga show in Toronto, Canada — an
annual tradition for years ~ ceased operations as
Commodore were gasping their last breaths. Now
that Escom and SMG are resurrecting the Amiga
platform, this end-user Amiga show has risen
Phoenix-like from the grave as well. The World of
Amiga show will be held again at the Toronto
International Centre on 8 to 10 December. SMG
will be there, showing the new A4000T, as well as

anumber of other third-party Amiga distributors,

1f you read this before the show and you're inter-
ested in attending, send e-mail to woa@wonder.ca
1o join the show's Interet mailing lst, or point your
web browser to http://www.wonder.ca. You can
also write WCi InfoTech Div., c/o Wonder
Computers, 371 Old Kingston Rd., Scarborough,

ImageF /R
updated

Nova Design have announced the
ImageF/X 2.1a upgrade. This new
version now allows real-ime painting
and image processing on the
NewTek Video Toaster's output dis-
play, as well as framegrabbing and

CineMatte, a blue/green-screen com-
positing system; CyberGrafx support;
ability to use the SCSI versions of
the HP ScanJet I and Epson scan-
ners; Fargo Primera Pro printer sup-
port; and support for the new PNG
graphics format. There are numerous
other tweaks and improvements.
ImageF/X 2.1a's suggested st
price remains at $349.95. Uy

AmiNet FTP sites in the biz/patch
directory. If you don’t have FTP
access, Nova wil mail the patch to
registered users for a nominal ship-
ping and handiing fee. To check to
see if you are registered, or order the

ON, M1C 187 Canada; phone or fax at (416) 201-

2333,

upgrade, cal; 1-800-IMAGE-69 in the
US or Canada. European users call
001 804 282-1157.

IAM get you online

PR b e atic ol s e

Internet, but you can't figure out what software

B v s whara ot R, Intanghie

Manufacturing (1AM) of Drexel Hil, Pennsylvania
need

“Eight Freely Redistributable Disks to Connect
Your Amigal"is a disk set of PD and shareware
programs with everything you need to get online.

You the inconvenience of having

PR ot s ot s o e v
information highways." The set includes terminal
programs, a full suite of Internet programs

(TCPIIP, SLIP, PPP, Web browser, FTP, etc.),
virus checkers, compression wiites, and more.

‘The $27 price simply covers the cost of duplica-
tion and the trouble IAM's Dale Larson went
through to put together this collection; 1AM don't
actually offer support for the products. To get the
most out of them, you should take advantage of
1AM's $49.95 offer for a package including the
disk set and Dale's excellent, if overmamed, book
(oo e e ke e
LANs, BBSs and Oniine Servi

{40 e e v i DX
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Coalkal Bl

company Fourth Level Development to distrbute
their products in the US, while Fourth Level will
distribute IAM's products in Europe ~ AmiFileSafe,
an improved Amiga filesystem, is available now.
For more information write to info@iam.com vi
the net, or if you're stuck with snail-mail, 828
Ormond Avenue, Drexel Hill, PA 19026-2604,
USA. Phone (610) 853 4406 (order
(610) 853 3733, European readers contact Fourth
Level at 31 Ashley Hill, Montpelier, Bristol,
England BS6 5JA, Tel: +44 117 955 8225, F
+44 117 955 9157,
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Escom Magazine

MAN FROM ESCOM PER

HE PULLS HIGH-SPEC, LOW PRICE PACKAGE OUT OF A HAT

Jual like that”, the Man from ESCOM
has launched the superb AMIGA 1200
‘MAGIC PACK’ in ESCOM stores throughout

nd at such an amazingly low price,

avourite home computer has never
been so attractive.
Bundled with this 32-Bit wonder machine is

an impressive array of software, showing off

its capabilities to the full. “Those with artistic
flair will love, ‘Personal Paint’ and ‘Photogenics’
The business iinded are spoilt for choice
with a complete business package, and games
fans can get to grips with the fantastic ‘Pinball
mania’ and ‘Whizz

So, it looks like your local ESCOM store
and the A1200 ‘MAGIC PACK' offer the
complete multimedia_ experience. Now that

as they say, is magic!

= Compatible with any standard video * 1 Amiga A1200 ® 1 Two Button Mous

® 1 Power Supply ® Workbeneh ® Kickstart 4
# 3 User Manuals

Software Bundle includ
® Digita Wordsworth 48]

output ® Capable of displaying 2D and 3D

video, PC games, movies and television

® Stereo sound Hi-fi quality ® Sold with

ation and a demonstration video

tape plus & free bundle of the 10 best 3D w = Wordsworth Print Manag

games ® Lightweight for comfort

® Digita Organiser ® Digil

Datastore ® Photogenit

N R 5 1255 = Fersonal P
‘ 7 ® Turbocale 3.5 ® Whig
o) Lyt = Prabai ania

£398.33

inc. VAT

F B ® Video only but with TV
s compibiies
=240 grammes

£ I 9 +VAT

= PC Version
® 380 grammes

WOULD YOU CREDIT
MORE WAYS TO PA

Make purchasing from ESCOM even easier with our news Chargeeard. Your card's
unique customer number gives you priority service with flexible terms,

o0 to make payments from as it s $10 per month. You'l also
onthly statements, keeping you up to date on your repayments,

‘and nccess to our free advice technical helplne
For frher defals about an ESCOM Chargecard,call nto your loealstore




Yor total comfoit and
peace of mind,
call into your local
Escom soze for all your

compuling need).

See listing for details
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wtracting (ouerDisks files

efore you even think of putting the cover disks anywhere
near your computer you should make sure you wite pro-
tect them. By moving the black tab in the top comer of the
disk, 50 you can see through the hole, you prevent your
disks being damaged in any way. There should be no
the cover disks need to be witen 1o, 50 even ifthe computer asks
Youto wrte enable the disks, don't do it
ot e progNA O e secnd dek you s riks sure
you have booted your computer with the firs othe
your Amiga will not be able o find the s pmgmm i
frustration will s00n set in
"o extract any single archive, simply double-click s con and fol-
fow the on-screen instructions. If you want to quickly extract the
program to RAM, select the NOVICE level on the welcome screen
and press proceed once on the current screen, and then again on
the next. The program can then be found in your RAM disk.
U e i kon o i oy i o pick this
option, e you have a blank formatted disk at the ready,
653104 o e one v gu rncy for s f ik swapeing

rd drive users do not have to boot with the first disk, but you

Har

must make sure you have Commodore’s /nstaller program in
your C drawer. This can be found on the first cover disk's C
drawer by choosing Show All Files from the Workbench menu in
he cover disk's window, and then opering the C crawr. You

your

All your hard drive owners will find MuInExlvacl very useful. It
s a separale method of extracting our CoverDisk files and allows.
el number of files in one go to your hard disk or

S you run MulEtract you will be presented with a num-
ber of check boxes, each representing one of the programs on
that cover disk. Just de-select allthe programs you do not want
extracting, and then press proceed.

Al the selected programs can now miraculously be found in
the selected destination.
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This month you get the best of both Amiga

sound and image processing, along with our

usual collection of Amiga utilities

Sound and uision

Author: Simon Edwards

Image Engineer

When 1 frst tried this program | was com-
pletely bowled over by the quality of pro-
‘gramming, and also the range of features it
has. The first thing that wil hit you is how.
fast Image Engineer is — even on a plain
A1200 full colour previews are done in sec-
onds. If you think all processes are done in
24-bis, this s pretty astounding.
you can use Image Engineer you
must install the SuperView fibraries, also
found on the this first cover disk. Please
refer 1o the separate box for more details
on the SuperView libraries.
nce you have installed SuperView on
your hard drive, you can extract Image
Engineer into RAM or onto your hard drive.
Itis possible to run IE from where it is, but
you should use the installer script because.
it sets up an assign which is used by IE's
ARexx commands ~ otherwise it wil not
run correctly
e you have Image Engineer
installed, when you first run it you can pick
‘exactly what screen mode it should run .
If you pick a colour preview mode you wil
have to wait a short time while it sets up
the correct screen colours. Once this is
done you will be confronted by a rather
boring screen. Now, before you try to do

Image Engineer ha
functions to adjust colour levels

anything you need to set up IE's prefer-
correctly which can be found in the
Project menu. You will need to set  num-
ber of directories to tell IE where 1o find
your own picture directory and its own
ARexx and convolve fle directories.
1 would recommend you read the docu-
mentation that comes with Image Engineer

that will let you get to grips will all aspects
of the program with the least amount of
hassle.

However, | will try 1o explain some of the
more used parts of the program. Loading a
file is a doddle. Due o the SuperView
libraries you can access a good number of
file types including any_supported
Datatype. Therefore any GIFs, Jpegs or
PCX files you have will be handied by
Image Engineer with no problem at al.

Once you have a picture loaded you will
see it in its own window. One of the best
effects to show off Image Engineer's abil-
ties is if you pick the twirl effect from the
Edit menu. This pops up a requester which
will allow you 10 select where and how it
wil effect the current image. The requester
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Eunerlhutu libraries

The SuperView firaries are a collection of Amiga run time fibraries
that allow other programs that support Siporiion o castl ]
save, convert and pr m of ease. This
allows programmers o concontate on precing thel program with-
out having to worry about supporting every diferent type of picture
format out there.

We have been given special permission from the author, Andreas
Kleinert, to distribute a cut-down version of the original SuperView
Hibrary. Please note: the archive found on this month's cover disk is a
‘specal version solel for Amiga Compuing users and cannol be re-
distributed by any other means — public domain or not. A ful version
of the SuperView library can be found on Aminet.

Ins\xlbahun of Supev\/\sw is very straightforward using the standard

Sz Intata rogea o G iy you do not boot up with your
prees hard drive, insert the first cover cisk in DFO:, open a shell and type
exampte copy am ‘lnstaller c: ~ this wil have copied Installer into your C:
which any loaded picture is dithered to,  9ect
This means that potentialy, you might not
be getting the best colour representation 0
from your pictures. [ I h
. however, you choose the Re-alo di | Naue more
Colours from the Project menu, this works
out the best selection of colours for the | 1Mage processing is pretty  easily run out of memory, and
loaded images which can greatly improve | demanding when it comes to i you have a few windows
the display quality. If you do this, you memory and processor usage.  open you may want a little
should make sure you re-calculate the | Therefore, when it comes to  speed boost. The simplest
colours each fime a new picture is loaded | What amount of memory and  way to get both is to switch
because the colours can go a litle strange | PTOc8SS0r you have, the term  Image Engineer to a grey
— especially a pictur consist of a single | e more the merrir springs to  scale preview screen. You do
S mind, his rom the project window by

Al, however, is notlost. s selecting the Screenmode
Image Engineer is a very flexi-  option.

ble program, there are a fow A dithered 16 colour grey
fricks you can use 10 save on  scale preview wil stl give you
memory and to gain a good  a good idea of what the final
speed increase. A1200 users picture wil look like, and you
with extra memory will be able  have the advantage of saving
10 use Image Engineer ona  memory along with a major
Hi-res 64 colour screen with  speed increase in the window
comparative ease. The only  redrawing. When you do want
time you wil be really twidding an idea of what the final pic-
your fingers is when the pro-  ture will look like, just select
gram s inally setting tseffup.  render by pressing the right.

Even 0, you can stil very  Amiga R keys.

Engineer's functions, you should
come across its convolve and ARexx
lons. f you've set up the preferences
ly you should have a selection of
ound 20 example ARexx scripts, and
you choose Load from the Convolve
indow, there is a selection of 15 con-
e u can add to yourself at a
er date. These two options can provide
of Image Engineer's most powerful

‘Someane pass me a stick quick s |

B s furcions provided by imege _

The alpha channel funciion of Image Engineer is a
B ki o | T s sl o oo e 8
o0 wil need a ltle programming knowt. | 4005, however, take a litle getting used to.
Basically, you normally have a primary and sec-
ondary image, which you select from the Alpha
menu option. What the alpha channel then does is
Itis possible 0 add and remove these | 0 blend the primary image on top of the secondary
lfom the ARexx Mmenu through the prefer. | [mage, depending on the brghtnss of the alpha.
Jences. One function that is initially not in | channel being used. The way this works is that the
ARexx menu is a batch convert script | DIack part of the alpha represents the secondary
Which allows you to convert a number of | image, while the white part will only show the pri-
mary image. Any shade of grey in between will
show a mixture of the primary and secondar
1f you look at the circular alpha example, the
darker part of the alpha shows the secondary
' It tp for people using colour pre- | Image through it, whie in the white part of the
s st when you ey image alpha,
Engineer it uses lection
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Author: Stefan Kost
Workbench: 2

What Image Engineer is for graphics, SoundFX is
to samples. Sporting the abilty t0 load nine differ-
ent sample types and do 49 different processes,
SoundFX will keep you pretly busy trying out
all of its functions. However, as SoundFX is
shareware the save function s disabled.

SoundFX is a fairy large program, so you will
need a hard drive to run it. When you first extract
SFX off the second cover disk you wil only
see two install icons. The installation is very
straightforward, copying all the files and
documentation into a single directory.

Due 10 its modular design, each of SFX's func-
tions, such as load and process, are actually list

jews. This makes it much easier to handle any
new modules that may be added at a later date.
When you first start the program you wil see five
different lst views which are load, save, player,
buffer and operators.

The load and save lists show what different

sample formats can be handied. Currently, SFX
can load IFF 8 and 16-bits, raw sample data, PC
RIFF-WAV, VOC, SUNINEXT and the AIFF for-
mat. Luckly, you do not have o know what the
sample you are loading is as SFX can automa-
cally detect this

As you might expect, SFX has a few exiras
when it comes to sample playing. Along with the
normal Amiga's 8-bit replay, it will also manage
14-bit quality and can even play 16-bit sample
direct out o fast RAM.

o find out abou all of SoundFX's operators,
you really need 1o read the AmigaGuide that
comes with t, as many of them are very sophisti-
cated. It would probably help to have a sound
engineer at hand for some of them. There are
many strange and wonderful effects such as
sample morphing, 3D cube parameter modula-
tion, AMICS synthesis, 64 band equaliser, com-
posite/addiive/sublractive sound synthesis along

with 2D and 3D spectrum anz\ys\s See what |
mean about that sound engineer!
s ouidts e roie et el
these functions can take a long time to complete;
s SFX does its processing with 32-bit floating.
point operations for the highest sample quality.

l[["-"an Niwec cha hi

Iconian has been around now for a good while and this laest incar-
nation adds some major new changes to its nterface. You may have
come across ts new mult-window format before, and iniially this
may seem a litie cumbersome, but once you have sized and snap-
shotted the window i place it works very nicely indeed.

‘The major change comes in the form of a new gadget class.
Called pop-up tallows a large number of graphical opions to be hid
den behind a single button. lick on the gadget and you can then
choose from a selection of options.

main use for this is o allow you 10 choose from any one of its
15 chawing tools. Along with the normal draw and fl funcions, you
an also create various bevel boxes and difrent dithers. The type
of bevel box or dither s again chosen using this new pop-up gadget
~a greatimprovement over the oid unwisldy menu options.

v handy features that Iconian has are the uniimited undo and
redo functions, full o fine help, a full ARexx port, and you can have
multple projects open.

For people who use them, Iconian has full Newlcons suppor,
allowing you to create and change both the normal and Newlcon
parts ofthe icon, in up 10 256 colours. Please remember that lconian
is shareware. The registration fee is only $15 dollrs. Well worth it
for probably the best icon editor on the Amiga.

Amiga Computing
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Hexagonse

Author: Frank Bemard
Workbench: 2.04

gapmecn o Tane e e S |
ous shapes fallng down the screen and
Sach trm vou gol a e desppen
and you score points.

However, this version was writen by
the author because he was getting
bored with the original game being too
easy. To make the game tougher he
recreated the Tetris game using hexa- ||
gons. This allows you to have more
shapes, ten in fact, and it now takes six
1ums to fully rotate an object.

As it runs on the Workbench the
game is very system friendly and wil
happily multtask alongside any other
programs you have running. It supports
AGA and will adjust ts window colours
10 get the best look. Also, check out the
great statistic screen so you can tell if
the game is cheating by holding back
those long blocks that you need.

It is always nice to have a lite relief
now and again, and this Workbench-
style Tetris game is just the job
Obviously, you are going to draw

Another game of hexagons
‘goes horribly wrong

Datatype Prefs

Author: Swen Stullich
Workbench: 3.0

When Workbench 3 came in and intro-
duced Datatypes, the number of Datatypes
being released into the public domain liter-
ally exploded, with even Commodore
releasing a good few of them. One side
effect of this is that varying Datatypes
started 1o allow the user 1o adjust certain parts of how the datatype worked. The Jpeg
Datatype is a good example, and aiso the C++ Datatype is another one.

The Jpeg Datatype is quite good because you get a nice GUI through which you can
adjust the various aspects of the Datatype, bt the G++ Datatype can only be changed
by adjusting it environmental variables, via a text editor.

Well DTPrefs gives you a single interface through which you can change a large num-
ber of your Amigals Datatypes. Currently supported are the binary, executable, font,
postscript, icon, Jpeg and photoCD Datatypes. All but the Jpeg Datatype can be
‘adjusted within DTPrefs, while all DTPrefs does for the Jpeg Datatype is to run its own
preference program.

Now you can use a

a single program
to configure ail those datatypes




AutoPEG

To use the following program
you need to have the Magic
User Interface installed on 1/
your system. Without it you
will ot be able to run any MU
program

Author: John Corigliano
Workbench: 2,04

you need to save space, your only

— the space saving
more conventional formats can
phenomenal. A file can be anywhere from 5 to 50 times smaller than conventional

Wht do you o i you then want to load a Jpeg into DPaint, or anoiher program that
ot acoept the Jpeg format. Well to save you from having to manually convert a fle
wantto edit  Jpeg file, AulOPEG is here 1o save the day. AutoPEG wil ool
program that tries 10 load a Jpeg into thinking ts actually loacing a 24-bit IFF fl.
Once you have extracted the archive you should install AutoPEG using the supplied
Before you can actuall see AWoPEG in action you need fo set up s prefer-
s beforehand. Instead of just patching every program that tres to load a Jpeg, you
Rt scly wtich pregrm stk ue pache. T slows pograns tha can
e Jpegs t0 use their own routine
B oo o v it t progra, then s the AutoPEG e
ces. You then need to locate
that program in the let st view
and add it o the program patch list
in the right list view If you now ry
10 load a Jpeg there will be no
more unknown fl format errors.

fppTrashcan (Plllpad2

Author: Ben Rog Author: Thomas Radtke
Workbench: 2.04 orkbench: 2.04

Ever wondered just how

hard your Amiga is

time that is being used by

now you can actually tell

el <
oy iy MagicFrames
fop b
‘Workbench: 3.0

feplacement ones knocking around
ch as Blackhole.
AppTrashean works siightly differently

Only of use to people who use high resolution
screens with a 1:1 pixel ratio, Magicframes
improves the look of the standard Amiga
gadgets by adjusting how they appear. The

Wiflout having the imitatons of the old

Amiga's rashcan.

When you run it you should see an

{and is name in both the icon and menu

working with all those little programs beaverishly multi-tasking

ing graph representing the per-
your poor old
Amiga. So even if you think your Amiga is not up to anything,

COVERDISKS |

Faulty [ouerDiskss

It you should find your Amiga
Computing CoverDisk damaged
or faulty, please return it to:

TIB Ple, TIB House, 11 Edward
Street, Bradford, W. Yorks BD4
7BH,

Please allow 28 days for del

Icon(opy

Author: Tino Wildenhain
Workbench: 2.04

When it comes to manipulating icons
they can be a litle bi

image to another icon, there is no sup-
ported way of using Workbench. So
you either have to mess about loading
up an icon editor such as Iconian and
then o all your chopping and chang-
ing, or revert to using the shell to copy
the info il across.

Well IconCopy gives a really simple
way of doing just that. By having an
Appwindow if you want to copy an
icon's image to anather icon. You just
drop the new image on the left side of
the IconCopy window, and then drop
the other old icon into the right side —
couldnt be simpler.

Gadtools gadgets, such as the buttons, frames and
scrollers, actually have thick sides and a thin top
and bottom when used on a high resolution screen
because they are set-up to be used on a piain 640
X 256 screen.

On a high resolution screen this simply looks
naff. Well, Magicframes patches a few things in
AmigaDOS and corrects this problem, 50 you can

+ once again have a proper looking Workbench.

Am

a Comp
CHRISTMAS 1995
Podshate i RRELA

ut




\Sﬂecw[

/Q ederve
“3088 2088
AMIGA GAMES

| WHEN YOU JOIN:

0yl 1w e s s o o

=

Animated Acton MANGA VIDEO (Fated 15)

SUPERMODEL KELLY g
Top qualty aminated MOUSE MAT
ABSOLU!

Y FREE

19.99 1199 2299

X“A SAVII

—|| AMIGA UTI

19.99

o0y sLows

399

10.49 19.99 2099
D32 SOFTWARE

BLANK DISKS

LiTES

JOYSTICKS AND MICE
QuiCKSHOT 137F PYTHON
55"

SATEK MEGAGRIP 2

TECHNOPLUS SUPER
PROZIPSTICK
550
Lneemee
NG WHEEL
1230

QuicKioY FoOTPS
' :

Sy coupeTTon 0
J0YPAD FOR CO32 AND AMIGA
exueseuouse
K
ALPAMEGAMOUSE 100

INTERNAL 2.
EXTERNAL DISK DRIVE 49.99

0K FORMATTED CAPACITY.LOND REACH CABL

RAM UPGRADE

TRAPDOOR RAM EXPANSION FOR AS00s, ABOD AND AT

oy ook "
DO PAST 32 i LOATG PO UNTFOR LTS

OR AND STEREO TV

U ATERED DESion

ZYDEC ZYFI

RO 2
STEREO SPEAKERS

SURPERS . UALTY SPEAKERS

.. 29.99
'S0UND SAMPLER FoR AWGA HGLUDES Hie 6TVED
SO DIGTAL FTER SEPARATE LEFT & mGHT
DI HEAL T S EPEECT RO STy
LEA5E75 Comect T0 Sourp SOURGE

SPECIAL RESERVE HOUSE MAT
SO e
MOUSE NATS W Nt S BACKING
oL EAROATE CONTI FOR
Sonser G 699

AMIGA M1438 14"

MULTISYNC MONITO! s

el OO oM AWGA TEGHNLGOIES R
08 it W BT STERED

A I POWER 2208 SUPPLED.

47.99

15999

i o Tuge

Lo ONE SOCHEY  SOART SOORET
@

unge o
G
05 FRGTEETS AGANET ELECTRAL SURGES




CAN YOU FIND ANOTHER
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READER OFFER

Ferﬁnnal Faint 5.5

o nal Palm v6.3isa powarful
and intuitive palnt, image processing, animation

and 24-bit printing package.

Features of Personal Paint 6.3 include

® Animation (featuring storyboarding, superior compression, multiple
palettes, frame-by-frame timing, ANIM-5/7/8 and hybrid formats, etc.)

@ New, faster image processing effects, including transparency, alpha
channel and single-image stereograms (both SIRDS and custom
pattern stereograms, as in‘Magic Eye)
® Sophisticated ‘behind the scenes’ memory management, including
virtual memory (swaps Inactive s_______
image data to Fast RAM and disk
storage) and multiple levels of undo
and redo

@ First paint program worldwide to
support the new PNG (Portable
Network Graphics) file format
Includes an"ARexx script to convert
GIFs to PNG.

@ Support of Retargetiable Graphics
(display cards like the Picasso,
Retina, Piccolo, Rainbow, EGS.
Talon, Cybergraphics etc.)

® Animation on RTG display cards
(with or without double-butfering)

@ Direct, high-quality 24-bit printing
(Colour and Black & White) and inter-
face 10 third-party software such as
Studio Print Server TR T T
® Professional and fast modes for converting 24-bit pictures (IFF,
PNG, PCX, PBM etc.) to 256 colours or less.

® HAM, HAMS and Picasso 24-bit viewer active during colour
reduction

® External input/output modules (loaders and savers) for easy exten
sions and upgrades. Modules for IFF, PNG, PCX, PBM, Amiga
DataTypes and several others are included. A GIF module is available
from public domainsources.

® Support and editing of IFF, PNG and GIF project annotations
(Author, Copyright and Comment fields, plus Amiga filenotes)

® Autoscroll painting

® Workbench appliication icon (drag and drop)

@ Basic set of ARexx commands for presentations, format conversions

Pica

d printing

ASL-compatible file
requester

More power through

machine language code: the
software s, in part, up to 500
per cent faster

® ‘New Lok’ user interface.

® A collection of utilties
including colour fonts, new
DeskJet printer divers (up to

Amiga Computing
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On CD-ROM:
@ Personal Paint 6.3 + gallery of
pictures and animations
stereograms and stereo
animations, fonts
@ Personal Fonts Maker 1 (for
Amiga and Printer Fonts) +
dozens of printer downloadable
fonts
@ Personal Fonts Maker 2
(professional version for colour
fonts) + dozens of professional
colour fonts

Personal Write 4 + Electronic
versions of famous books

Maker

This offer is only valid for three months, so order now whille stocks last. Send your
completed order form to: Personal Paint 6.3 Offer, DG Media, Media House,
Adiington Park, Macclesfield SK10 4NP.

sonal Fonts

Personal Paint 6.3 order form

Please rush me:

[ Personal Paint 6.3 at the bargain price of £39.95
I L1 (including VAT and p&p) - saving £10 off RRP

|7

Personal Suite CD-Rom at the bargain price of £39.95
(including VAT and p&p) — saving £10 off RRP

[0 7k
- —— -

I petiver to:
Name
| [
I Postcode. Daytime phone
I wish to pay by:
I 5 cremanoss onieeavaseo 06 i |
] O oo conone |
CerdNo. [T T T 5 1 et e B
I Please allow 28 days for delivery while stocks last I



The UK’s

and Alpha
experts

Imagine what
you could do with...

Best
Prices
Best Service
guaranteed

-..Newtek LightWave 3D v.4
(the new manuals are excellent)

Sea Quest DSV, Star Trek TNG,
Sar Trek Voyager, Golden Eye

Desktop Images Videos
Ron Tharnton’s new tapes and
Modele 1, Modeler 2, Camera and
lighting techniques, Displacement
‘mapping, morphing and bones
Surfaces and textures.

Leo Martin's Surface Pro
for LightWave 3D
Collcton of 60 arfces

and te

mbo Collection
2 ditene e yrord images for
ightWave

Macrosystem Warp Engine
BMsmanton lorAmvga 3000
and Amiga 4000
DPS Personal Animation
Broadcast Quality Video System.

Perception/Speedrazor
Broadcast non-linear video editing
syste

Warthogs
275MHz (Alpha 21064A chip)
266MHz & 300MHz (Alpha 21164 chip)

PUTTING MULTIMEDIA TO WORK

We sell the tools to

fire your imagination.
Newtek’s

Training
Centre

Sales and credit card hotline
0171 721 7050



—| I

ariir this year Amiga animators
were treated to Animworks 2, a
kage that provided them with

pact &

a reasonable amount of power for
the price. So why do Biittersoft think
MainActor Broadcast is worth 50 much
more, then?

The answer according 1o the designers
L T
new program, with a more powertul inter-
foce ol roser yoraatity than &y o B

rivals. Thankiull a closer look at the new.
features included in the program show this
claim at least has some grounding,

To give anyone unfamiliar with
MainActor an idea of what the program is
about, its important to realise its more of a
modular animation processing package
rather than an animation maker in its own
fight. Its a program where sound, anima-
tion and transitions can be added together
to make an overall project, which in tum
can be converted to a format of your
choice.

Having installed the program using the
standard installer method, the user wil find

+  Main Actor Broadcast has a simple inter-
face that can run purely off menus or, as
will be more commony preferred, by using
the various windows that open up on
Workbench. It all has a clean, accessible
appearance in contrast to the function
crowded front-end that accompanies
Animworks2

CONVENIENT

Essentially the program is controlied by

main windows, though each of these

provide access to other windows within.
“The most commonly used one will be the
newly designed project manager, since it
shows the animation currently activated
and allows users to edit it in a variety of
ways. It can aiso handle up to a hundred
projects, which should keep even the
busiest animator catered for

One of the first small but handy additions
is that it's possible to choose where
MainActor Broadcast wil access data
from using the radio buttons in the project
window. This gives you a convenient
choosing between playing animations back
from RAM - the smoothest and fastest
option - or from a storage device that wil
be slower but won' limit your animation by

Strutting platforms

Since MainActor Broadcast is in part aimed at
ionals working across different computer
pltforms, its worth considering how it shapes up

Professional animation on the Amiga is about to g
another boost thanks to Blittersoft’s Mainf
Broadcast. Gareth lofthouse gives it an auditi

the amount of
physical memory available.

The project menu allows users to
access the sound editor, a window in
which its possible to overlay your project
with music of sound effects. Incidentally,
MainActor Broadcast's sound support is
module independent, which means users
can use the same sound information
on every animation or picture format the.

program supports. Sounds can be ot
removed and tested, and users can

| the characteristics of an activated

by adjusting its volume, stereo ba
andthe frame at which you want the

‘The project window can handle up
t0 100 animations, and gives the.

usor easy tools for adding sounds
and effects to specific frames.

implement than is the case with MainActor While we're on the subject of affordabilty,
Br tran- without a RTG board are not going 10 be able

sitions and effects proves more of an instinctive

Premiere is probably the most powerful

animation rival, boasting a pretty and fool-proof

interface that makes MainActor Broadcast look

dul, difficult and outdated. As is often the case,

however, this costs the user dear in terms of

speed, and full-screen playback of animations is
without an

MPEG card.
The range of effects available, on the other
hand, is wider, more impressive and

Turing o the issue of money,

however, Adobe
software Is always prohibitively expensive, and  look at MainActor Pro before you pay for this

Miglmsm‘!mbdwww-sm inter-
face to

more expensive version.
inActor Pro lacks support for some of t

able price. Nttt it Mt important formats available in MainActor
Broadcast is it i

in its abilty to convert flles.
between PC, Mac and Amiga platforms, and it

does seem to hoid ts own. It just a shame ifs not  said, it will make more sense for most people who

hoped. i

Comp.
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ars: Creates a moving starfield
kground: Makes one project a

oject to desired colour
de To Image: Fades one project

ur in One: Combine four projects
1o one animation
otate: Rotate your project on the
ale: Rescale project to a new size
roll In: Scrolls project in from any
de of the screen
roll Out: Opposite of Scroll In
quencer: Puts up to five projects
gether to make one new project
t: Overlays project with text
ines n various colours
ipe Squares: Fades in another
ject using squares

o begin. Just as important as far as the
| pogran's audio capabilties go, however,
1 the fact that MainActor Broadcast has

18 sound modules for all the major types.

One of the biggest additions o the pro-
gam is found on the effects side of the

{imation they ve imported, ranging from
Narious wipes to sequencing, rotation
nd star bursts. In faimess some could
e achieved in DPaint just as easily, but
oters are a real bonus.
Ifs pariculary useful 1o be able to scale
imations down within MainActor
1, allowing users to downsize their
fanimations unil they can run smoothly
enough for their system.
The demonsiration disk gives some

ly accessible and attractive area of the
{program.

for a price

lcrapHicsl

[urtain fall

Despite being billed as the multi-media
and animation player for Amiga users,
MainActor Broadcast doesn't immedately
induce a frenzy of excitement in the first
time user. In fact, those who haven't
experienced the value of the program's
previous incamations might be left won-
dering what all the fuss is about.

None of which changes the fact that
MainActor Broadcast is an important and
useful advancement in Amiga animation
Basically, there’s o aterative for many
of the professional animators who need
flexibilty and processing power.

Increasingly, professional animators
are producing work on more than one
hardware platform, and MainActor

Play animations, show
spocilic tramos and

package wil alow them, for example, to
produce an animation in DPaint on the
Amiga, then save it as an AV file to
incorporate it nto a PC-based project.
With the addition of builtin effect mod-
ules and a more versatile interface,
MainActor has been given a complete
overhaul

Perhaps most important of the main
gadgets, however, s the control window.
It's here that you begin to gain a sense of
MainActor Broadcast's unrivalled versatii
ty, thanks to the inclusion of over 20 load
‘and save modules for animations and pic-
tures

Animators working to capitalise on the
strengths of different computer platorms
will find the program’s support for Mac and
PC formats like Quicktime and AVI an
absolute must. The same window also
allows playback of the active project and
viewing of individual frames. A third bution
opens an information box with all the
details on the current animation you're
likely to need, including size in bytes, num-
ber of colour palettes, loop flags and flags
for any special attributes.

PROFESSIONAL

MainActor Broadcast's suitabilty for the
professional is further increased by s
support for any graphics card with up to
16.7 million colours. This means, for
example, you'l be able to make anima-
tions from Lightwave using 24-bt frames.
On the other hand, the prograrm's fexioity
means you'l be able to convert 24-bt ant-
mations for viewing on a low res monitor.

An ARexx port has been added to the
program which wil allow users to control
the whole package from within, say, AD
Pro - a feature that can only help to max.
imise the speed and convenience of the
program as a whole.

Griticism has to be aimed, however, at

‘The only problem is that comprehen-
sive support for fle formats and a fimited
range of effects won't justity the radical
hike in price, and unless you've got a
RTG board you're probably best opling
for its older and cheaper sibling,
MainActor Pro. As it stands, | suspect
only ver s animators will pay out
for this fexible but pricey progra.

the manual, both for it's shoddy
construction and, more seriously, its
unhelpful layout. It takes a lot of know
edge for granted, there are no tutorials
and what thers is could have been a ot
clearer than it is in places. Digita and
Softwood knock out well-writen manuals
with software selling at a third of the
price, so there's no excuse for not sup-
plying more helpful documentation with
MainActor Broadcast. Pac

Product: MainActor Broadcast
Price: £179.95
Supplier: Biitersoft
Tel.: 01908 261466

Ease of use

The effects window will be

to buyer of
Mainactor Broadcast, with
s range of options and

Amiga Computing
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Value for money.
Overal
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e ieal sico cl music can simply be
din the correct

jiivle P"’CESS "‘”595 on multiple seiect each track, the software provides a

brief overview in the form of an editable
note, the ID of the track and the CD on
which it's stored. Assuming you've found
one or more tracks you want they can be
tagged and then i's time to head offfor the
project builder to import your selection.
That done, the software sets about spook-
ing the 16-bit data from the CD from which
an 8-bit preview sample Is created.
Assuming you've imported all the tunes
you require, simply select one and its off
1o the Tune Builder editing screen

Once safely entrenched in the edito,

segmented into numerous
individual snippets - it's
these seamless cuts that
are the key to the whole
process.

To audiion the tune simply
click on the Play Original. If
you're happy with things as

ideal you can adjust it by speci-
fying a user-defined length. If
en ciick on generate, Tune
Buider automatically interpolates
the existing track to produce a
customised version.

f you don't like this inital mix, clicking
on generate again wil produce a cor
pletely new version. f this stil doesn' pro-
duce perfection, the next option is to s a
combination of shift and mouse dlicks to
select individual sections. The selection is
then played in sequence to generate a
new custom-built tune. If you like i, again
a simple dlick on the Export will generate a
new master.

“The final and most flexible method s to
opt for a full edit session by employing the
Assembler Bar o build a tune block by

block. To use it you simply click on the
block you like, drag it across and drop it on

ible-clicking on any track
jautomatically ocate it and start playback
e fom the CD in 16 bit stereo. AS you

The bass line

the major sampling formats.
and rates are supported
PC, Mac and others.

as you'd expect, there's direct
port for the Amiga family of
tto-disk sampling systems.

{ surprisingly, output quality is
verb, ranging from 8-bit mono to
1 CD quality stereo. The tracks

Basically, Arpeggio Now! is a clas-
sic example of power marketing,
You get Tune Builder in its entirety
plus an eight track taste of its
potential via the single CD.

It you like what's on offer, expand-

s Ami

window on a development in Amiga

ring a mix of styles with voca
s blended with brass,
gs, keyboards and percussion.

music. Need | say more. Don't
be cheap, give it a go, you won't
regret it

sound

(e e [

FPaul Austin auditions a
cheap taster for Tune
Builder - Aroeggio Now!

amiliar

imate i o and rop musicaity al o  idding
Ay bk A b ¥ oo oo

the bar - repeating he process un you

easy 1o construct repeats or verse/chorus
sections,

In addition, complete drag and drop con-
trol, even volume adjustment, is available,
enabling you to add space for voice-overs
or fade outs.

“IL[H [SSHT['HLJ

Essential - Recommended

*

the bottom line
Product: Tune Builder
Supplier: AirWorks Media
Price: Price: $29.95
Tel: 001 403 424 9922 (Canada)

Ease of use 10
Implementation. 9
Value for money. 10
Overall 9

Amiga Computing
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was a balmy day the day | went

down to Bedfordshire 1o vist the

mises of HiSoft, the company

behind such well-known products as the

Squirrel SCS! interface and the Aua sound
sampler.

HiSoft's history started way back in
1980, even before the Amiga was a twinkle
in Jay Miner's eye. The first product off the
HiSoft development line was a Pascal
compiler, appropriately enough named
HiSoft Pascal, and an assembler package
for the Nascom ‘home’ computer. Like
most computers of that era, it was really a
hobbyist market with very much do-it-
yourself products.

t was in 1982 when the firs real home
computer boom hitthe UK wih the release
of the Spectrum, and HiSoft were in there
fast, converting their Pascal and assembler
10 suit the Spectrum’s non-CP/M environ-
ment. it was at this point that the assem-
bler got the name it was to keep through al
its incarnations to the present day

DevPac.
By 1985, 280 machines were starting to
become old hat, so HiSoft's head

fooked at who we would be
competing with [in the
computer language
publishing field], of

ot a new product, this one,
but certainly new to the UK.
Cinema 4D is one of the two
most popular German rendering
packages, with many thousands
of users. It feels like a mix

in use and
Real3D3. Cinema 4D is a pro-
gram with a wide range of unique
facilities not readily found in
either LightWave or Imagine.

Features like accurate suniight, where the direc-
tion, angle and intensity of your scene’s ‘sun’ are
govened by latitude, longitude and time settings.
Ginema 4D also provides easy inverse kinemat-
ics, without the need t0 set up tiresome bones or
states. Like Imagine, Cinema 4D makes use of a

CHRISTMAS 1995

‘quesswork is taken out of the process by using a
mesh which you can see wrapped around
the shape you are texturing, and which can be
adjusted to suit your needs.

ETA: November Price: £199.95

[ompute

This month, as the start of an

occasional series of in-depth
lookss at long-standing
HAmiga companies,
we looks at
Higoft

conclusion that HiSoft

was swiftly ported.
helped by the prior development of a ver-
sion for the Sinclair QL, and a Pascal was
worked on, although not to fruition. At this
point, the obvious language to work on
had to be BASIC. David Link recalls
“At the time it [working on a BASIC
compiler as 0pposed to an interpreter] was.
innovative.”

It was, in fact, an interactive, incremen-
tal compiler; one which behaved like an
interpreter but was actually a compiler, a
fact that most magazines seemed to
ignore and as a result HiSoft BASIC suf-

actually setting up a scene, with
freely positionable objects
shown in a variety of 3D views.

David Woodr

Kuma, creators of K-Spread, a well
spreadsheet at the time, and lool

attractive to HiSoft.

ASSOCIATIONS

Along the way, HiSoft had bed

programming tools. So HiSoft e



and hardware that they produced
dng syeleoMssmr MegaloSound and

panies on their many meetings at
ian Atari and Amiga shows. This

B now procuct coming from Hisolt
the next few months as a quick glance
e rest of this article wil tell you.

The future
according to HiSoft

asked David Link what he would
like to see happening with the
Amiga over the next year or so. °| think
that the A1200 as a base machine is
very important because it's competitive
when compared to a PC. To be honest,
although you can build your own PC,
and it can be cheap, any ke for like PC
system is going to be more expensive,
not cheaper, because the entry level
system specification has gone

up and memory is always

e going o find that he
| entry level PC is not

per and might, in
fact, become slightly more

much better performance, even with the
current A1200.

“I believe that what the man on the
sireet wants is a machine that can run
all his word processing, general home
stuff, comms, CD, plus the odd graphics.
program. He could probably comfort
ably o that on a 6Mb A1200. He won't
be able 10 get away with less than a
16Mb PC. He'll have to buy Windows

| belieue that
uhat the man
o the street wants is 8
matine that can run al is
uord proessig, enerl home
stuf,comms, (0, pos the odd
9aphic progran

Am uting
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Alox Kaman and David Lk diseuss the
version of the Squirrel software.

95, whereas Workbench comes with the
Amiga, and he won't be able to use a TV
to display it, which, admittedly, is a bit of
a moot point, because at the end of the
day, when you start getting serious the
first thing you need is a monitor,
although there are actually some very
good TVs out there now with SCART
input, etc.

*So, | would want to see the A1200
continue as the base machine. As to
what Escom do with it, I'm not sure |
care that much because there are so
many excellent third-party add-ons for it
that | sill think it's a worthwhile machine.
that will last for at least the next two
years. Obviously, it would be good to
see Escom putting more memory, prefer-
ably 4Mb and a faster processor in it, an
040, whatever, but it would need a fairly
major bus change

I would rather see an 040 in there
than an 030 because of the 040's perfor-
mance and increasing price competitive-
ness, although it’s still fairly difficult to
get your hands on at the moment, but
with advance buying, it shouldn't be a
problem. It would make sense for there
to be SCS! on board at some point, but
obviously I'm not particularly bothered
about that!

1 ask whether the machine would
come with a hard drive as standard]
“Definitely, | can't see people
wanting to use floppies any
more, no, | think the machine
would have to come with a hard
drive, floppies are dying. That as a base
level Amiga, if brought in at the same
price as now, £399, would be a killer
machine and | don't see any reason why
it couldn't be done

(1 ask whether David feels that the cur-

about right. | appreciate Escom’s rea-
s0ns for doing it; they needed to come
into what was obviously an insecure
market, Commodore having been out of
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>
it for 18 months. In a market which
wasn't clearly defined, coming in with a
cheap machine to try and take on the
console market would have been the
wrong way o approach the marketing of
the machine in my view. The Amiga
1200 s not a console, f's not a games
machine and it has never been put for-
ward as such a machine; it's a home
compuer.

“Poople have only just started talking

follow-up 1o the phenomenally suc-

cessful SCSI controller for the
A1200, the Surf Squirrel gets it appella-
tion from the fact that it also includes a
high-speed serial port. The SCSI con-
troller chip in the Surf Squirrel itself has
been changed for a faster version, so
you can now expect transfer rates of up
o 3.2Mblsec on an accelerated machine
with at least 2Mb/sec on a standard

Price: £99.95

The design of the Squirrel remains
similar, but the size of the casing has had
o be enlarged to accommodate the extra.
circuitry required for the 9-pin serial port

The serial port will happily operate at

double that. Stand by for a serial network

Mlew product: Sauirrel MPEG

s litle box might well be HiSof’s biggest seller 10 date, when
it finally hits the streets. The Squirrel Mpeg is an external
case, much like the one your CD-ROM drive sits in, and it is
designed to sit in your SCSI chain. What it does is take an Mpeg
stream from CD, or any other suitable source, and play it back.

HiSoft are busy working on all the tools necessary to fast for-
ward, rewind and so on, but even in its raw state, the Squirrel Mpeg
provides a far superior picture 10 the best that the CDI's FMV car-
tridge can offer. Where the CD/s output has odd vertical lines down
the screen as though it were on laid paper and definite artifacting
on areas of almost-single colour, the Squirrel Mpeg is as silky
smooth as a silky smooth thing.

“The other great benefit to this box is the fact that it s ot limited
if which machine it can be used with. Because it sits externally in
your SCSI chain, it means that any machine from the humble AG00
to the mighty Draco can use t. HiSoft even showed me the Squirrel
Mpeg unplugged from an Amiga and taken with a CD-ROM drive
downstairs to the telly and plugged straight into it

“This means you will have a fairly portable, standalone VideoCD
player for the same money as you paid to have a computer depen-
dant Mpeg playback device. What's more, the Squirrel Mpeg will be
supplied with a remote control device, 50 you won't even have to
get up from your chair o fidde with controls

9664 Asenuer :y13
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about home computers as more serious
toys, if you like. People are actually talk-
ing about the reality of using a home
computer for various subjects. CDs, for
instance, have done a lot to firm up peo-
ples’ views of a home computer, and the
A1200 is perfectly poised to fulfil all
ol e

. | think the bunde is well-priced.
Iiets eieeis many people who
would lied to have seen it cheaper and
I think that companies in vertical

markets would have liked to have,
standalone machine but, at the
the day, Escom have got o do.
think is right for the Amiga. The
people who are enabling this.
and in my view we've got o
them and work with them and that
I intend to do. | would want o
PowerPC-based Amiga and
would be glad to make that move.
end, we'll corainly stick with the
for many years to come."

iink, everyonel One of the disadvan-

tages that everyone agreed on was the

lack of autobooting on the original

Saquirrel. HiSolt have gone

some way 1o eradicating =

this problem, although it g ol

can never be overcome

eniraly owing o th mitons
port

of the
They i program that
sits in memory, even when the machine
has been soft rebooted and allows the
Squirrel to autoboot.
Obviously, the program has 1o be run
before this can happen, so when the
machine s switched on the first time, a
boot floppy has to be used. Thereafter, -,
when the machine is reset using the Ctri-
Amiga-Amiga combination the Squirrel 5 =
will autoboot.

PW prod |

e've already previewed DiskMagic in these hallowed pages (issue 90),

case you missed it, here's the low down. DiskMagic s HiSoft's entry ino:
Amiga file manager market. It uses the same two window approach made fi
by Diskmaster, but is a lot more configurable than ts distant ancestor.

One of DiskMagic's unique features is the fact that it treats archives as
they were directories. That is t0 say, should you have an Lha file on your hard.
you can, in DiskMagic, double-click on it as though 1o extract it or enter a subi
tory and, after a mo, DiskMagic will display the contents of the archive just as
was a sub-directory, with a list of the files which can then be copied into a det
tion directory. This comes in particularly handy when dealing with large ar
from which you only need a file or two. DiskMagic is a powerful s

current crop of file managers and deserves [FETTTIVPNRR o ...
todo well

DiskMagic's
Hoxibiity

omprohensive
proforences




Investingin AMIGA

We have the AMIGA A1200 Magic Pack in stock at just £399.99, with the
170MB Hard Drive version costing only £100 more at £499.99

The new AMIGA monitor is also in stock at only £299.99

By the time you read this we should have the new A4000T in stock.Call for
details.

We have High Density external floppy drives in stock.

These superb new drives work with any Amiga, and unlike other HD floppy
drives do NOT change the Amiga’s Operating System in any way.
Recommended at just £89.95

We also have expansion RAM and accelerators in stock. Call for prices.

£100 up to VLAB-Motion and beyond.
Call for latest news on the Draco system.

We have CD Rom drives, SCSI adapters, large EIDE drives, large & fast SCSI
drives, Syquest drives, graphics cards, Mac Emulators, PC Emulators, internal
and external Panasonic PD Drives, SCSI towers...

We have most good CD ROM disks in stock. We have a carefully chosen
selection of serious software in stock.

D Interested in Video? We have everything you need, from a Genlock at less than

In short, if its for the AMIGA, and it good, you can buy it from us.

So come and see us or use our Mail Order Service. Either way, the service is
second to none.

Please note our NEW address B :
] rian
Brian Fowler Computers Ltd
90 South Street a o Fowler
Exeter
Devon EX1 1EN Q Computcrs Lud

Phone us on (01392) 499 755

Faxus on  (01392) 493 393 (01392) 499 755
brian_fowler@cix.compulink.co.uk s
]
S =R

Compuserve 100072,1536 I

(We have a lot more planned for the
coming months... stay tuned!) &5,/




“ now understand why this
remarkable
software is so

popular in Germany. Thank
goodness Digita worked
with TurboCalc's German
creators o develop his
English version. In a nutshell, a fast
spreadsheet, af a friendly price and
with a proven frack record!®

Spreadsheets can be used for many
forms of financial planning. Using
TurboCalc, you can calculate and
recalculate entire spreadsheets in
seconds. And then, by selecting from a
range of 2D or 3D styles, view your
data as charts

s ssa
over 52,000 users in Ger
i

and s
Ideal for charting, for budgeting,
for cash flows and financial

analysi
Ehiemive shasting gt

L s
which update in real-time.

Drag and drop editing

Multiple undo and redo.

Share information with other
spreadsheets, like ProCalc,
Microsoft Excel or Lotus 1-2-3, as
well as Datastore}* Money Matters;"
Organiserand Wordworth®

Online AmigaGuide help
whenever you need, so you can
learn Turbocalc as you use it.

Over 100 builtin mathematical and
financial functions.

Extensive ARexx and macro

support
Low price upgrade! Call for

details.

Requires Workbench 1.3 or

above, floppy or hard disk,
1MB RAM.

£49.99

iTurboCalc3.5

program that does
everything—paining,
image processing,
animation and 24-bit
printing—there is no other
choice for & computer arfist!*
Painting has never been so
liberated! Personal Paint’s unique
virtual memory facilty uses free disk
space to supplement RAM, and in
doing so, relieves memory
constraints.

“Fm,.m

1'd sum up
Datastore. Ther
many helpful features, like
DigiSense for example—it knows
what | want fo fype and helps me
type ifl Time-saving features like
that make all the difference.”

Datastore makes storin

s0

information simple. Ready-made
EasyStart™ templates means that you
don't have to design your own
database layouts. And, the wide
range of automated data entry
facilities ensures that you type as
litte as possible.
With Datastore, storing

information has never been this easy

" Templates include:
Adres Book, Cub Membe rship,
Gardener's Guide, Hom
Insurance Inventory Rm,w
Video Vault and more.
DigiSense™ technology, like Auto

Date™ which senses the date you
want and helps you type it
List view lets you see multiple

records on-screen.

Personal Paint 6.4

And with its unequalled suppo
third party graphics cards, yout
create fabulous images no malte
what Amiga you use.

Stunning effects like embos
water-colours, ranspa
stereograms.

Full range of drawing and
colouring tools, with theal
store up &

Animation storyboard.
Virtual memory, uses free

party graphics cards.
Import and export IFF, PCX
Multiple undo and redo
Built-in screen grabber.
Low price upgrade!
Call for details
Requires
Workbench 2 or
above, floppy or
hard disk, 1

RAM,

Quickly and simply prnt]
(using Wordworth)
On-line AmigaGuide help!
Share information with
Organiser, Personal Paily
Turbocalc and Wordwa
Low price upgradel
Callfor detals

Requires
Workbench 2 or
above, floppy or
hard disk,

1MB RAM



ipplements:
Animals,  Art,

Ty s o
Events, Disd On. s Doy
sters, Discoveries, Famous

Aoy

History, Home Hints, Hotels,
Internet, Measurement Units,
Movie Clasics, Misic Milstones,

i
National Country Days, Olympics
past and Atanta 9), Our Planet,
eclpen Regltared Churten

INTERNATIONAL

:Money Matters 4

“ dreaded
working out
at the end of the month. |
ahways seemed o end up
owing more than | had left over. In
fact, my finances were a bit of a
muddle and a lot of ha
But not anymore, now that |

sound financial decisions and plan
for the future. Best of all, the
savings in bank and credit card
charges covered the cost of
Money Matters in just a few
months!*®

Use the power of your Amiga to do
the work for you! Instantly see what
‘you spend the most on, how this
‘compares to last month, last year, or
to your budget- ortless!

See your whole financial picture
in one go.

Easily reconcile standing orders
and direct debits with your bank
statement (and receive warnings
if bank charges are likely!).

Now includes Human Interface
Protocol™ v2, which combines
Workbench look and feel with the
new super-intuitive HIP* style. *
Share information with Datastore,
Turbocalc and Wordworth.
On-line AmigaGuide help
whenever you need.

Optional business-style reports
and VAT handling for small
business, clubs and charities.

Low price upgrade! Call for

.
-
E

Wordworth News—the new arrival

Ian—Jninln‘ Her

ies Forces—
Pmehuﬁr@—wlumurmg for near
impossible things—but one of the
best decisions | have ever made
was fo buy Wordworth!®

When Amiga Technologies
wanted the best word processor, it
demanded Digita Wordworth—the
best-selling Amiga word processor in
the warld. Wordworth 4SE, created in
English, German, French and ltalian,
is now included with every Amiga.
So, then, the world's most popular
word processor becomes even more
popular!

SALES HOTLINE 01 3

Existing Wordworth users can now
Took forward to Wordworth 5, and,
provided you're registered, you'll
receive full upgrade details in
November. New features include
ARexx, Fast Format;” FontEffects,”
footnotes, style sheets and much
more. Best of all, the upgrade costs

395 270 273
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red Fish is one of those

F
R

where eise. Lord knows how long

amounts of programs he was deal-
ing with made the inevitable move
10 CD a necessit

The Fresh Fish CDs provide you
with a large selection of 'serious’
ready-to-run Amiga software, as
opposed o the Frozen Fish CDs
which are designed for BBS use,
an

1? Bit The Fi

has got o be the best way of
organising such an index, and
makes finding any file very
straightiorward,

n 17 Bit's case, all their disks

specific AGA section. One interest-
ing point is that there are only
three ECS demos compared to the
very large selection of AGA
demos. Time for all you demo
freaks to upgrade to an A1200 |
think.

As usual, all the files are in the
DMS format, so if you want to
extract a large number of disks it is
going to take  long time. One plus
point is that you can choose the
destination device, o if you have
two or more drives, or use the FMS

laser g

locating a specific type of program a
doddle. However, if you have any
problems finding a program, AKwick
is available, or an AmigaGuide
index for you to peruse.

s | mentioned, this CD is really
aimed at the serious user because
along with the normal utifies there
is the full, ready-to-run distribution
of all the Amiga Ports of the various
GNU programs. You can also find
the full Commodore developer
include files for version 37,39 and
40 of AmigaDOS. Another excellent
CD aimed for the more serious
Amiga user.

The bottom line

Product: Fresh Fish X
Supplier: PD Soft
Price: £19.99
Phone: 01702 466933

Ease of use

d

The bulk of the software is
organised into the same directory
hierarchy as Aminet, making

Value for money
Overall

[Amisa computing]
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Fth Dimension

As usual this is up to 17 Bits i
standards, with the contents
aging to cover every aspet
Amiga public domain, ther
appealing 1o every Amiga 0

The bottom line

Product
17 Bit The Fifth Dimensio

This is just one of the excollent
‘games to be found
device, at least you can take
advantage of this fact.

For anyone who needs them,
ParNet and SerNet are also avail
able and ready o run on the CD.

uidanc

Teil Mohr takes a look at some (05 that
might be filling a few stockings this (hristmas

Phone: 01924 366962

Ease of use.
Implementation.
Value for money
Overal

[ .
Aminet B

concentrate on modules, with 200

outthe excellent jazz/funk section:

The bottom line

Il you Amiga owners out
there, stop uploading stuff to

Aminet — | cannot review.

these things quick enough. | review

Product: Aminet 8
Supplier: 17 Ell Software
with only Price: £14.99
35Mb of old files and programmes Phone: 01924 366982
remaining over from the last Aminet
disc — and | bet a large churk of that
is contained in the old AmigaGuide
index fles.

each Aminet CD there is a
specialist topic. This CD happens fo

Ease of use
Implementation
Value for money
Overall




The Global Amiga Erperience

. Global Amiga Exp,

his is a good idea for a CD.
Instead of the usual picture or
utility collections, the Global

. Edge 1.72 and X-Copy.
sis quite a lot of stuff for you to use,
and included are upgrade discounts for

All the programs are grouped into

and music. Just a small selection of the
programs you can try out are HeliOS,
Blitz Basic, CanDo, WordsWorth,

of available graphics programs

This is a great CD. Straightforward
Workbench organisation makes it easy
to find whatever program you are fook-
ing for, and icons are available that set
up any necessary fonts or assigns for a
program 1o run. Therefore, there is no
hassle in getting to use programs. If
you want to try out some of the best
commercial Amiga programs then this
CD will defiantly be of great interest to
you

The bottom line

Product: The Global Amiga
Experience
Supplier: PD Soft

Price: £24.99
Phone: 01702 466933

Easeofuse_ 9
Implementation °
Value for money 9

AGA Experience Unl. 1

inally, a CD dedi-
cated to AGA
users. When you
first open this CD's icon
you are presented with a
very nice selection of
MagicWB icons, each
directory category having a
very nice MagicW8 image
corresponding to whatever
s in there.
Pretty much every area of
Amiga PD is covered here,
f Eric Schwartz's
Morphy the Magician to a large collection of AGA demos. If you
have collected any of the PD AGA siide shows that have been
dished out by the boat load, you couldn't have missed one of the
NFA produced ones — the notorious BodyShop series springs 1o
mind for some reason. Well, as NFA put this CD together there are,
of course, a few slide shows, and other exclusive NFA productions.

Girl Special has a few bare breasted ladies in there, but it does
seem strange that they bothered at all because there are only
about ten pictures.

A reasonable selection of games and demos are ready to run,
even though many will not run straight off an A4000. One unusual
feature is that demos or the full versions of every Amiga Doom
clone are in the games section, all ready to run. There is also a
good selection of utiities, all of which are also ready to run.

Other things include various programming examples and pro-
grammer-type stuff. The last year's worth of Amiga reports are also
included which are always good reading, along with other electronic
Ami

bbbkl

Along with the ready-to-run programs, you can find a lot of extra
archived material in most of the directories, with demos included,
s many of these need to be run off their own floppy. Luckily, all
these files have icons with
them, that are set up to
unDMS the fles onto disk
for you.

Overall, this a reason-

The bottom line

Product: AGA Experience Vol. 1
Supplier: SAJENESS
Price:£19.99
Phone: 01263 722169

you to play around with.
Any problems with running
these demos .or games is
not the fault of the person

who put the CD together | Ease of use K}
as the use of the MagicWB | Implementation |
icons and the good layout | Value for money 8
makes the CD very nice | Overall 8

and easy to use.

Amiga Computing
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reating a dirt cheap local area
network between two Amigas can
hardly be described as a unique.

8tll possible to leave them out manually.
use bt sfecte
o youtc aware ofth uia choap
e, s tme 1o put the sightly more
nsive Flexi-Link option to the tost

ing the asking price. If

nsidert
o ot fat enough you can opt for

ide from the basic and Turbo trans-
Link also ships with
nice collection of utils. A simple

chine from its partner in crime.
on a lighter note, the Flexi-Link

t them prior to purchase to ensure
jon of Ami-File-Safe you're
ing s fully compatible.

poin and ik mount
. Your

e e
will appear onscreen
the remote

the Turbo mode. As the name suggests,
this dramatically increases transfer to
between 80/90k per second.

Needless to say, there is a downside
which takes the form of screen blanking
on both machines. However, if you have a
large amount of data to transfer and can
live with the inconvenience of the

[onnect
conquer

igns from one machine to the other

lo competition

big question is, should you stick with Parmet or opt for Flexi-Link?
In my opinion there’s no contest. When you've bought the necessary
cabling and gone through the hassle of soldering it all together to
construct a Pamet cable, £30 for Flexi-Link s 100 good to miss.
m the ease of use, Flexi- Link offers a whole h
fairly advanced features which Pamet simply can't match

As you can probaby seo, couriesy o the cteenshols, usee
defined set-up is extremely well catered for with various options for
bl v CTckime s it sl ERTE st
machine.
My only complaint i that the software does not allow you 10 s
down and restart the network, or alter your initial configuration via a
ty. Leave this minor knit picking aside and you arrve at one

Amiga Computing
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blanking, it provides th fastest cable con-
ection transfer available.

Improved basic transfer of between
20130k per second may not be enough fo
tempt 100 many people away from its PD
alternative. Fortunately for Flexi-Link
there's a lot more 1o effective networking
that raw speed. Unlike its counterpart,
Flexi-Link does support icons that have
been left out on the desktop inciuding both
floppies and hard drives ~ which appear in
their orginal form on the remote machine.
Better still, volumes from the remote
machine are treated as if they're actually
hard wired 10 the host. As a result, you can
ven format a remote floppy or hard drive
when the need arises.

nice touch is the auto assigning of
directories between the linked machines.
Any commands not found on the host
machine will automatically be searched for
on the remote. End result — seamless file
sharing and assignment requiting in mini-
mal duplication of system resources. Why
have two copies of a program or ulvsclory
You only need once in a biue moon

and

Bringing two machines —
together has never —
been easy. Faul Austin —|
tries the Flewi-link —
approach to the problem —|

ESSENTIA

RED - Essenial_BLACK - Recommended

e SSEEWE

The bottom line
Product: Flexi-link
Price: £30
Tel: 01452 306252
Ease of use
Implementation

Value for money.
ove

wo~N©




D DISKS

' SXLEs FREE CALL 0500 737 800

OTHER ENQUIRIES 018'1 €686 9973 7 o181 781 1551

3.5” DISKS :3 PRINTERS _ .
DOT MATRIX PRINTERS

[iok os/o0 } 77)1\" PANASONIC KX-P213

Hided HEWAmt)(r;\ntubzbb;x g

o e

| £33 2 abl =y

‘ e st e = £164.99| 7 |

CITIZEN ABC

£7699 + 3 x 100 lockoble box
£10199 + 410 dable box

¢ £144.99

CITIZEN SWIFT 200C
£169.99
NEC P20
— DES
HEWLETT PACKARD 600

HEWLETT PACKARD 660C

£345.00

CANON BJ 200EX

v - £207.09
ey
““£184.09

CANON BJC - 70

£289.99

CANON BJC - 6008

£412.99

T

GREY-TRONICS LTD, UNIT 1015 WHITGIFT CENTRE,
CROYDON, SURREY CRO TUU




ALGA

MAGIC PACK INCLUDES:

STANDARD PACK ~ 170Mb HARD DRIVE
2Mb ~ NO HD

£369:1£469::
AMIGA 4000T

* Amiga A4000T Cammm
* MC68040:

*1.7Mb F\ngp Disk Dr

* AGA Chip Set - Workbench 3.1
s lour Palette

* 4 Channel Stereo

* Scala MM300 P:

Optional Extra...
CHAOS SOFTWARE PACK

CHAOS ENGINE - AG

#£16

When Purchased with A1200

X i 101997 Games ok
Sl G5 23699

Sk B o 032 £

o33 g 1200 b 62999

(CD32 o Seor 9

Includes 4 EXCELLENT Tites:
£2590
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ractal landscape generation
was one of the 3D tools that
ade the Amiga great before
any of the other popular platforms were
really powerful enough to do it. Vista Pro
and Scenery Animator were responsible
for making people know what the
acronyms USGS and DEM actually stood
for, a feat only previously available to car-
tographers and geologists. Vista Pro and
Scenery Animator seem to have faded
somewhat into obscurity, but there’s no
excuse not to keep up with your erraform-
ing tasks now that World Construction Set
is here.
WCS is not that new to the Amiga, but
we haven't reviewed it before and with a
new version coming out after Christmas, it

manual indeed. Weighing in at over 650
pages, this s one tome that really couldn't
be ring bound. The manual is very well
written with a light tone that conceals
some of the more complex topics that it
covers. You never feel ke you are trawl-
ing through some turgi textual treatise,

FORMAT
As for its organisation, it isn' too bad
at all. There's a well-specified index and

geo- and cartological terms (yes, alright.
I know ‘cartological’ isn't a real word, but
it did make a nice piece of text. How
about Photo-, Geo- and Cartographical
instead) are very well explained in lay-
man’s terms.

‘The software itself is easy enough to
install using the standard installer
process. Once you have installed World
Construction Set and double-clicked for

MUl whoey?

World Construction Set uses MUI,
otherwise known as Magic User
Interface, as the basis for its GUL MUI
s provided with the package, but if
are a regular reader of Amiga
Computing, you'll rgmember that we
put a full copy of MUI on oul
overDisk back in July 1995. Without

More and more shareware pro-
grams use MUI as their basis, but
World Construction Set is the first
commercial application (that | know of
anyway) to make use of this handy
interface tool. Stefan Stuntz, the
author of MUI, has promised a new
version will be ready by the time you
read this with even more features and
hopefully more speed.

CHRISTMAS 199

The Grand Canyon
coon from
WCS's camora

Il
5

World Construction Set's motion paths can be siightly
awkward to manipulate, but f you have LightWave
handy you can aiways use Layout motion paths from
that program in World Constructon Set. The
true the other way, which means you can
your camera's paths in both programs and arrange
Your animation for easy composition.

World Construction Set also supports proper Z
buttering, LightWave doesn't yet, which can be used to
ensure that things that ought to be behind hills stay
behind hills. A Z buffer is a bit like an alpha channel in
that itis a greyscale pseudo-representation of your

rtwork, but nstead of each shade of grey rep-
resenting a diferent level of ransparency, each grey in
aZ buffe indicates a different distance from the cam-
era, with darker shades moving progressively further

same is
match up.

the first time on its icon, you wil be pre-
sented with a window asking for a screen
mode. World Construction Set works in
any soreen mode including those offered
by graphics cards and opens a 16 colour
screen. Once World Construction Set
has opened its screen, you'll only be

rom the lens.
You can still use the Z buffer image that

image, at the appropriate distance from the ca

presented with a five tool bution bar



 This definitly feels contrary to the

indows overlapping one another.
World Construction Set is definitely a

plex package, and one that can get
bitcomplicated and unfriendly at times,
i the same way as Imagine, this is
ply because of the vast array of options

e

find the word was...

World Construction Set is a fine program. It can be
alittle complicated and unintuitive to get into at first,
but the learing curve isn't too steep. Once you
have grasped the basics, you'll soon find yourself
thinking of all the possibities it offers and that you
could achieve given enough time and patience.

The renderer isn't as fast (in my subjective opin-
ion) as VistaPro's and it doesn't yet offer reflective
water or clouds. However, given its superb compati-
bility with LightWave, the clouds shouldn't pose too

h of a problem. | would like to see more

‘example DEMs with the product in future, perhaps
distribution on D or at least with a CD would be a
possibiity.

Finally, if you have even the slightest interest in
geology, geography, ecology or even polfical hist-
ory and you teach these  subjects, then World
Construction Set will be an invaluable tool if you are
willing 1o put in the hours. If you don't have the
sightest educational bent, other fractal landscape
packages are cheaper, but World Construction Set
beats then all hands down for features.

to a terrain

Mapping
in ansty dona n WES

open 1o the user. Unlike Imagine, howe-
ver, World Construction Set is presented
with a logical interface that has a bit
of panache. It's also friendly
towards graphics cards, unlike the
aforementioned program,
of its features do need a litie
reworking to make them top notch
though. For instance, if your program is
ing to work with LightWave, it's
probably a good idea to ry 1o conform to
some of the ways LightWave works. The

Ben Upst examines an alternative ta the ground.

breaksing Uista Fro and laughs, godlike, @s-he

lookss down on the might ofhis creation

‘These six windows are the bare.
need open for working on your lands

minienum you
e

particular example | am thinking of s the
Arc view setting in World Construction
Set. This is equivalent to the Camera
Lens setting in LightWave, yet the
two share little similarity. You'll need
to_experiment you will be
able to match the two 1o your tastes.
A simple change to World Construction
Set, or even a table in the manual
indicating the conversion between the
two would be enough to cheer me up no
end.

The bottom line

Product: World Construction Set

Supplier: Blittersoft

Price: £119.95

Tel: 01908 261466
Ease of u
Implementation.
Value for money.
Overal

om0
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Product: Fun School
Spelling, Europress
Age Range: 710 16

L

: Special Reserve
Price: £25.99

Phone: 01279 600204
Overall: 7/10

Gumuvess s spelling package
provides six exercises themed
around a fairground. It is designed
for children to practice around 4,000
commonly misspelt words in a
variety of different exercises.

ies include Mechanical Grab,
where a child must recognise words
such as choosing the correct ending,
or Haunted House, where the player
has to deal with homophones, and it
also allows the parent or teacher to
add their own words. Furthermore, a
special databank has been provided
for children with dyslexia and mild
learning difficulties.

One exercise sets the child a
crossword to complete, which can
be quite challenging due to the
nature of the clues. However, it's a
great way in letting them get 1o grips
with words and their meanings, and
disquises learing as a fun game
This is true of the other exercises
100, and for the younger player
there is always some incentive for
their persistence — a good ploy with
educational packages.

It's all very nicely presented with
colourful graphics and cheery music,
though | doubt it would really stretch
its appeal to the 16-year old
However, for the 7 to 12-year old
it will work very well, with a
user-friendly interface and useful
activities to try.

(e

S$ES

ST
Jountsd M (]

The ach thecommon
obipopsdand
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Product: Essential
Science 10 out of 10
Age range: 510 12

W

Suppli
Price: £25.95

10 out of 10

Phone: 0113 239 4627
Overall: 6/

he 10 out of 10 educational

series have eamed a reputa-
tion for quality with their many
titles. Essential Science, aimed at
the five to twelve-year old contin-
ues the series, with six games.
designed to teach the rudiments of
Science.

Despite the very basic graphics
and presentation, there are some
quite challenging exercises for the
younger player. One is Steamer, a
game which introduces the child to
measuring activities. Another is
Spectrum which provides scientiic
facts in an interesting way, such as
the identification of parts of the
body or a flower.

The parents can keep a check
on the child’s progress with a

St

Tina Hacksett and Andy Maddocts review the best
educational packsages available for the child prodigy

colour coding system and the pla-
yer can also print out a certificate
for each section correctly complet-
ed. This will keep them motivated
and give them an incentive to play.
It's fortunate that something like
this has been included because the

graphics and sound effects wil do
littl to amuse them,

Overall, the majoriy of activies;
serve their purpose well, its justa
shame that more attention hasnt
been paid into making the package
more attractive.

The Stesmer activityworks
woll and introduc
vpasnpihe
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| | fay Productiiooutol i
Spelling (Structured|
Age range: Under 9
I + learning difficultie
Supplier: 10 out of 10
Price: £25.95
Phone: 0113 239 4627
\ Overall: 810

0 out of 10's Speling tutor difers:

from st o the ater pockag
G153 camman ame 1 tak th o anguage e ignt | E2c2use I s imed a rino-ve kS
Jal} Produetiro i o oton | younga o manion ot g
w s LCL ken German and prepares the user for the oral and written exam. As o chehl needs &
R XRL I RETIN 1) o iing th schoo e, alo taored o he busnssiman | V5O ;
(ses) asi generelos bushess oter,and o oovers vers and grammar. | 25,1 he ntroseric o 10 Ul
S— LCL se 10 nlad  ape Wi hirlanguage package bt now oy | 10 sSucenal ,;,,Wm i
have Incoporaied spesch i e actul program, Alhough s coss | S5 ¥ich aditr o coch et
B sieopicy mm sound rather roboltic, it does work quite well i giving the user an idea of :
pskat ine corect pronunctin %
Overal i conent o he pckage i qute commendable ity al | 7Y 1St You Krow e o als of
Esssry aspecs covered. However, s th acualpesenialon whch ol he package down. The nerfsce | 12 5302 you are sudy
B e a4 nct e 10 o, o il ey o s, ccpecly i o o s wharo e | 25050 2ok on o mouse. R
e shuld b bl o concontte oy 1 h learing an ot how 1 make he g aculy wor o | 'L e 10 4t of 10 e et
ke ool dted an 5 hrcly e 1o ke SoLred consious aenagers wan 1 s il
Sopeaing (o the chid. s mouse e

ven, making it the easiest way f0F el
dren 1o get to grips with the games. i

the child cannot use the mouse PfOPer=
Iy, it may be an idea to practica 0cgas
sionally unti they are fully conficant and
comfortable.

The package co 1etics,
thymes, word matching and sy lables,
ot to mention allthe basic gram matical
ules,

Not only is the package specially
developed for the under nines, it also
caters for children who have qaring

difficulties. Not many packages ean

he

boast all these features as well 2 Serve
ing the underdeveloped. If yoLir child

his German package includes six games does have diffculty with speling| this &8

e 1o outor o which children aged 8 10 16 studying attain- the simplest and most effective package

&y SRR . T o bl e | e
nge Rangersts |8 package is to enable you o improve on your

R , German speaking, reading, and writing. Terman patkage contains
i s m A 10 out of 10 covers all these features in vari
PSRRI GO . o, ainouh al the nformaion fom e SUTE IMrtnt subjts
- 2 National Curriculum is there and can be printed
Overs! out. For axamplo, you can keep permanent 1at it st anmn i
records of your success, achievements and, ({5, Sthoal, Family and
oo unforunately, what you need 1o improve on
With all these excellent ways to display the data in a record-fike form, it helps teach-  590rt, a5 Wwell as all the
ers anc paronts get an ida of how their pupils and chidren are getting on and where
i (=) require help. tin om it For some unknown reason, a clowm Wil
The games are faify basic ones — there are six i all. Th firstis The Cat, which s granmatifl

pop up now and again at the foot of the
Basically a quick multple choice game with a B o Lo o he e

sifes
o you get. You can learm quite quickly
Because you can instantly recognise the
Gorrect answer by a simple process of
simination.

Overall, the German package contains
Some important subjects that are most
Gommon for GCSE, School, Family and

Sport, as well as all the other sentence and
Jgrammatical sides.

{The menu system is nice and friendly with
8 huge big pointer, and this enables very
oung children to see what they are doing
fand help 1 of the package:

G e

Here you are supposed to guide
rt over a series of
lotters to spell out words

Tho achievement sheet will show all the
amant details from your

Amiga Computing
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FEATURE

Product: Micro English
Age range: Ages 8
and upwards
GCSE Key stages 2 and
upwards. Attainment
5

(omes up trumps

These days, all the educational packages for the Amiga are sold in shops
over the country - all of them boasting good value for money. After notici
how technology has advanced educationally, you can't go far wrong by intr
ducing fun games for children to play while they unexpectedly learn far m
than they realise.

The Amiga is one of the most user-friendiy, easiest, cheapest and effect!
computers to date, and very young children can only lea faster and far mo
efficiently, whereas Microsoft's Windows 95 poses many problems for ad
not to mention young infants.

What makes the Amiga educational market far superior than many other f
mats is the wide range of topics and age groups covered and it only remair
be seen whether schools will now introduce Amigas into part of their learr

“ e

he Micro English package from
| LCL has to be the most simplistic
and effective available, mainly hucause
of the extensive features the
package contains.

When you purchase Micro English,
not only do you get the two disks con-
taining programs that will undoubtedly
| improve your grammar, pronunciation
and vocabulary, you will also receive a
book, entitled "Countdown to GCSE
English.’ This happens 1o be one of the
most informative books around. It give
you tips on managing time, how to
answer the questions, sample exams
and the oral exam. It truly is the
most useful book you could read in
preparation for your exams.

disks contain many programs to
help you revise all the topics concerned
in the National Curriculum — English
grammar, figures of speech, words

commonly confused, punctuation, ireg- B Rtot: Fun School n my mind, the Fun School ed
in the GCSE exam | will be extremely Rom raniec 413 graphically superior over all other
surprised.

What makes Micro Engiish enjoyable Supplier: Special Reserve
and easy 10 use is the fact that the Price: £25.99

computer actually speaks. A seris of Phone: 01279 600204
spoach samples are included on the 0
disk and they regularly appear
Basicaly, the idea is to improve your
spelling, with the computer mentioning
the word and you spellng i. Obviousy,
this could possibly ignite some major
flaws, the quality of the speech being
an example. With so many samples
i you can' really expect them to cram in

s many high frequency ones on disk
as possible, so although the pronuncia-
tion is a litle muffled they are st
understandable

Overal, LCL's Micro Engish s fary o Rl o ontanon, e "
reasonatl. t may not have tho graph [ SOTmeIeial Director from it s inpotan to it the leue of - Ccmputers are bettr ak
e ection otver packagee | any responsive or the excallnt ity orecth and 1o big i, aialy, suh Wit his in mind, g

ave but it s stil, none-the-less, 990d | £y School packages. | wanted David what he though th
ght the
’ value for money. to find out more about their NN thalenges that befts the
products and how and why they
are used to improve chidren's ¢ S0
learing capabiltes. | began by
intertogating him about the software.

Firstly, when children are studying the National
Curriculum up to eight hours a day at school, how
can companies such as Europress Software make
their packages appealing enough for the chidren fo  colourlul graphics, presenting simple and repel
come home and pursue the subjects electronically?  problems o solve, whereas al 811 some fast
Hirs balieves ifs all abou talking to the rght people:  dexterty, and logic are required. plus the

its just geting 1o grips with what the NC actually  of traitional gaming techniques. At 15-16-yeds
wants, by discussion with thosa professionals who  emphasis must be on results, 5o the gameple
are oing it every day and then by taking raditonal toned down and clever teaching method
game techniques and puting the two together.”  employed." If a chid was left alon wi the

hat kind of effect does electronic teaching have  There are many different arguments as to how.
on parents, teachers and more importantly the
children? For instance, how could you stir children
away from playing the latest games to using self-tuition and experimentation could be the
education packages for extra-curric- ilocive. Hiral oitines the compulacs FE
ular learning. the most important

I spoke to David Hirst, the

CHRISTMAS 1995




Jusit
youdrelgoing e

whenezivearn

Gastle, Camelot, exploring all different
Jdtails and rooms.

Inside the locations you'll find differ
ent puzzles and secret rooms. There
e six games in total to play ~ The
Crystal Conference, Decisive Data,
Perfect Potions, Broken Battlements,

=N d iy ouRthink
hefenguired:

Here comes a siightty

T

problem for me.

Magic Machine and Weighty Weapons.
Al these imaginatively named puzzles
are basically jazzed up versions of old
mathematical exercises such as out-
puts, number recognition and simple
adding, sublracting, multiplying and
division games

The Fun School series has achieved
the status as the UK's top-seling range
of educational software and it's quite
easy to see why. The graphics are
excellent and imaginative along with pol
ished presentation and a superb range
of sound effects. If your child is strug-
gling with maths, then the Fun School
package should be top of your st

d happened to be troubled without parental super-

if this is the case, the software has failed. It
Jshould be intuitive.”
One of the problems that
occur if students go home

beneftth chidren

B e b s, T i ot s commuriat sock
Thankfully, we don't work to the lowest common
ominator. The kids with the benefit of interested

rents will bring on those without, so everyone

ins."

come repetitive for the child ~ losing the benefit of

it is 3 wel-fnoun fact that one of
the prime roasons why computers enter the home is
in the belief that thei presence wil

education tsel. Hirst believes it could be a problem

it could be, but we maintain that teachers teach,
computers reinforce, so teachers can teach the
o U isi o
childrer

 oart sho tiagoen 9 buy temohes & cor
puter for business work or per-
e R

uld obviously see it as a
S0H6 . chins thar than &
working computer. Hirst dis-
agrees with the fact that the com-
puter is looked upon as a form of
entertainment: .. it is a well-
known fact that one of the prime
reasons why computers enter the home is in the belief
that their presence will beneit the children.”

With the Amiga being relatively cheap, compared to
anything like PCs and Apple Macintoshes, would it be
the perfect computer for children to learn with at
school, especially with its ease of use. Hirst dis-
agrees: “although the Amiga scores for its graphics,
particularly when price is taken into account, in my
opinion the new Windows 95 interface is much better
and the Apple Mac has been better for a nearly a
decade.

Amiga Computing
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comes on the screen

0 out of 10 maths follows exactly

their strong points, their presentation
and user-riendiiness are even stronger.

Once again, the series contains huge
‘colourful graphics and a nice big menu
screen which makes the information
stand out by far. The package contains
all the topics covered in the latest
National Curriculum syllabus like proba-
billty, graphs, observations, interpreta-
tion, average and all basic statistcs.

“There are three sets of age correlated

raphics you can alter, so the package
will appeal to a six-year old as well as a
16-year old. The latter will want more
emphasis on information and assess-
ment details rather than fun graphics to
keep them amused.

Overall, the package contains all the
information you need, along with nice
colourtul graphics — and itis very simple
o use. Although statistcs s one of the
easler topics, many people wil st need
pointers on how to display their course-
ware and use correct values and so on.
If your child is studying maths, this may
not be an essential purchase but itll
certainly come in hand for revision.

Mang on. It may be Saturday,
and it may snow! Oh, 1 don't
know, Il go for the other one




Whlte Knight Technology

THE PROFESSIONAL
AMIGA SPECIALISTS 01 920 822321
9.30am - 6pm Monday - Friday

WITH THE REPUTATION FOR SERVICE

PO BOX 38, WARE, HERTS, SG11 1ITX FAX 01920 822302

ALL PRICES INCLUDE VA

ALPINE - 275MHz
DEC Alpha Workstation

Voted "Best Workstation" by Digital News & Review
The Alpine 275 system is a must for any professional

jered
ICATION: 275MH1 DEC Apha AXP
CPU, 2Mb of 128-Bit secondary cache
AN, fast SCSL1 morsce wil 10b SOSHI hrd |
drive, 24-Bit (4Mb) Video card, COROM, Ethernet, |
flemote Diagnostc faciles and Windows NT |
Workstation 3,51 pre-loaded. 2 year retum to
base warranty. et o e e
Typical System Cost is £7,995 + VAT
Lightwave 3D Comparisons :
Amiga 40001040 25z, laMb 20 1om 305
Amiga 2000, 33MHz 040,66Mb  1h 5m 365
Pentium PC, S0MHz, azmn(ssumane) 2am o
ALPINE 275MHz Alpha,

MicroniK Tower Cases
riginal - And Best
Amiga 4000, 7 Zorro Il Slot Version leh
250W Power Supply - 499
Amiga 1200, 5 Zorro Il Slot Version Wrth
230W Power Supply, PCMCIA Adapter

And PC Keyboard with Interface -
Version using A1200 Keypoard -
To Exch

£529
£549 |

Al2 OOAEEELERATDRS

FALCON - 25MHz 68040 CPU, OMb
One SIMM Sl Clock, Opiional SCSI-2 port € 489
Upgradable Later to 50MHz 68060 Fc
VIPER - One SIMM Slot, Clock, Opt. FPU & SCSI
| 50MHz 68030(MMU), OMb, No FPU £ 199

'MONITORS

14" AMITEK 1084S REPLACEMENT RGB &
Composite Input (0.42 dot pitch, Stereo) £ 199

AMIGA 1438S 14" Colour Stereo
(Mlt-sync, 0.28 dot pich, with leads) £295

NETWORKING

AMIGANET Ethernet for A2/3/4000 £ 239
ARIADNE _Ethernet for A2/3/4000 £ 219
I-CARD PCMCIA Ethernet - A1200 £ 239

Eg. ENLAN DFS, ENVOY, TCP/IP, NOVELL, DECNET

A4000 ACCELERATORS
CYBERSTORM
50MHz 68060

Accelerator For The Amiga 4000

ony £ 849

White Knight Are The Largest U.K.
Supplier Of Cyberstorm 060's

Fast SCSI-Il Controller £ 179

LIGHTWAVE 3D
ON 4 Available For Amiga / Intel /
& DEC Alpha AXP - £ Call

Panasonic PD Drive

Combined Quad Speed SCSI-I CDROM +
650Mb Rewriteable optical cartridge drive.

DRACO  The Basis Of An S-VHS Quality
Non Linear Editing System
Motion And Toc
lab M JPEG Editing Card
UV Output Module For Motion
16-Bit Sound Card
o For Toccata
(Toccata)
lab Comp. Real-Time Digitiser
lah Y/C Real-Time Digitiser
I External Digitiser
I External Digitiser
Graphics Card, 1Mb
Graphics Card, 2Mb
ina Graphics Card, 4Mb
Reti Graphics Card, 1Mb
eti Graphics Card, 4Mb
1e software for ADPRO

From Amiga Technologies

0T-040  25MHz 68040 CPU,
FAST SCSLII CONTROLLER, 1.2Gh,

| FAST SCSLI DRIVE, 2+4Mb RAM..

2,

A4000T-060

HARD DRIVES
Bare SCSI

540 MB SCSI23.5" £ 189
1GB SCSI23.5" ¢£ 299
2GBSCSI23.5" £739
4GB SCSI23.5" £1029
SEAGATE
BARRACUDA
NEW LOWER PRICE
4.2Gbscsi2 £ 1199 §

A4000 3.5" IDE
635MB IDE3.5"  £165
850 MB IDE3.5"  £189
1.2GBIDE35" £259 |
1.6GBIDE35"  £369

A1200 2.5" IDE

Supplied With Cable, Screws,
Software & Fitting Instructions

340Mb Hitachi £179
510Mb Hitachi £279

AMIGA 5200HD

From Amiga Technologies
miga Magic Pack
2Mb RAM, 170Mb Hard Drive - Wil
SCALA Multimedia 300 Pre- InsuHed
£495

Due Early '96)

SCALAMD100

32MB SIMM-32
16MB SIMM-32
8MB SIMM-32
4MB SIMM-32
2MB SIMM-32
1MB SIMM-32




Non-Linear Editing

2a 4000-030 (2 +8Mb.0.5Gb HD)
\Hh\\m\m £ 2 Software
SI-11 controller
 HD (For Videoy

‘or Audio)

d anc
pport,

FOR MORE INFORMATION, OR TO ARRANGE A
FULL DEMONSTRATION, PLEASE CALL

Animations To
ity € 1949
£ 1049

unmn
T

The New Perception Video Recorder &
Software For PCI Bus PC'"

|
|

SOFTWARE
LIGHTWAVE 3D V4 Amiga/PC/Alpha
ART DEPT. PRO. V2.5
REAL 3D

SCALA MULTIMEDIA 400 (AGA)
SCALA MM 400 + ECHO 100
§ MORPH PLUS

(Orter Pofessional Soffwane Avalable On Reguest

| 105MB REMOVABLE CARTRIDGE

|
Y tandard TBC with full
4 king £1749

Version Of PAR Also Available, As Is

24BIT GRAPHICS CARDS EMPLANT

AMIGA 3000 & 4000 ONLY
LYBERVISION 64 ULTRA FAST
64-BIT, Zorro Ill, 1280x1024 - 2Mb £ 339
4Mb, Version of CYBERVISION 64 £ 429

Full Specification Sheet Available

AMIGA 1500/2000/3000/4000

PICASSO Il 2Mb with TVPaint Jr. £ 249
Pablo Encoder Module For Picassoll € 129)

GENLOCKS

RENDALE 9402 compavic £ 295
IMA 292 External Composite &

S-VHS / Hi unit. RGB correction etc
HAMA 290 External Composite &
S-VHS / Hi8 unit. RGB correction, Picture
Enhancement, Fade to Black, Keyhole. £ 679
G2 VIDEOCENTERVC1 £ 579
G2 GENESYSVIDEOCENTER ¢ 929
G2 VIDEOCENTERPLUS VC2 £1139
G2 VIDEOCENTERVC3 From £1399
Full Deils Of HAMA & G2 liems Available On Request

REMOVABLE DRIVES

NEW SYQUEST EZ135 DRIVE
NEW LOW COST, HIGH CAPACITY,

FAST, SCSI & IDE CARTRIDGE DRIVE
135MB IDE Internal 3.5" EZ Drive £ 179
135MB SCS| External EZ Drive £ 215
135MB EZ DRIVE CARTRIDGE ~ £ 16

SYQUEST
88MB SCSI INT. 5.25° DRIVE
88MB REMOVABLE CARTRIDGE

105MB SCSI INT. 35" x 1* DRIVE

£ 279

£279
£45
£255
£ 49
£415
£ 59

270MB SCSI INT. 3.5" x 1" DRIVE
270MB REMOVABLE CARTRIDGE

MAGNETO OPTICAL
1BM 230MB SCS! INTERNAL
1BM 230MB SCS| EXTERNAL
BOX OF 5 230MB MO DISKS

DAT TAPE BACKUP
4MM SCSI DAT - 2Gb, Internal
4MM SCS! DAT - 4Gb, Internal

CD ROM DRIVES
MEDIAVISION SCSI-2 (Internal), Twin
Speed, Multi-Session (Tray Load) £ 129

RENO SCSI-2 (Portable CDROM and CD
Player), Twin Speed, Multi-Session £ 129
TOSHIBA XM5301 SCSI-2 (Internal), Quad.
Speed, Multi-Session (Tray Load) £ 205
POWER Exteral SCSI-2 for A1200, with
Saquirrel i/f & software. Twin Speed £ 195
AIWA ACD300 External SCSI-2 with LCD
display & audio control. Twin Speed £ 179

£ 669
£765
£179

£729
£799

"586" PC Option

MAC/ PC EMULATOR

Basic Version

£ 99

RENDERING frames from
Lightwave, Real 3D or Imagine
From £50 per 24hr day
Using 68040, 68060 & Alpha
OUTPUT frames (o video
tape at Full Broadcast Quality

From £
INPUT video sequences and
output frames to most media
From £40 per hou

NON-LINEAR EDITING
(VHS/S-VHS/BetaSP etc.)
From £150 per day

PICTURE Format Cony
(MAC/PC/AMIGA/SGI etc)
DATA TRANSLATION
from one media or format o
another (Syquest, MO, DAT.
QIC - Amiga, PC, MAC etc)

SPECIALI.

WE OFFER SERVICE AN

HIGH END §
VADE BY PRIOR ARRANGEMENT

DELIVERY CHARGES
Express Small £ 6
edium £ 7

For large items, mumu call.

SURCHARGE
It ordering with ACCESS or VISA|
there is a 2.5% surcharge.
No surcharge for DELTA,
CONNECT or SWITCH.

HOW TO ORDER

HAVE YOUR CARD DETAILS
READY, AND CALL :-

01920 822321

BY POST :-
CALL FIRST TO VERIFY
SENDING YOUR
ORDER T0
"WHITE KNIGHT
TECHNOLOGY",
P.O. BOX 38, WARE,
HERTS. SG11 1TX




[ eTrens]

1 have read many letters concerning the future of
the Amiga and between the different
computer platforms. It s true that now the price of
a standard Amiga, when fully-equipped, will buy a
far

505 Amiga?

i oaciic e nalagenent Thie S e

el complained nm m-y want Word for
Workbench, but how many people would actuall

‘superior PC system, things
to consider. The PC is an ongoing concern, that

buy it? The o
place on the hardware coupled with the price

is, the user
the best out of the machine and its software.

Amiga users tend to complain f they have to
invest in their City 2000, TFX and

uoﬁwlu AR T

10t over you can buy a
PC (a 386 win le RAM) and discover that
e
The Amiga is e unique in its software pric-
ing; the closest competitor to Organiser, for
example, is In Control on the Macintosh which
costs double the price of Organiser. You can buy
a the retail price
of Photoshop. Word for Wlndnwl as another
example, still costs more econd-hand
a copy of Wordworth 2. Wardworin

PageStream 3 are just throe examples. Because
il

i o mmmm.hwm
effective and productive system for small busi-
u

nesses, ssers itit
receives the correct channels of distribution and

marketing. At the moment, Escom seem to have
bought policy along with
their .

‘One last point | would lie to raise is the future
of Amiga technology. | have read that the next

features of Word and WordPorfect,but how

Plain English
tampaign

This letter is a plea to the people who
make the utiiies for your CoverDisks and
would also apply to everyone who makes.
any kind of scftware that does not incorpo-
ate a good manual. | don't expect you or
a PD operator to supply manuals to all and

Nine times out of ten | have to print these
documents out, but even then,
sitting down with a drink, | still cannot
comprenend them.

1'am not alone in this because | have
friends who think the same, and | am sure
there must be hundreds if not thousands

Amiga Compu
CHRISTMAS 1095
eI

retargetable graphics and no custom chip set.
Does this mean Amiga will lose its hidden
power and individuality? Will it also mean that the

Due to the lack of positive information coming
from Amiga Technologies, we have had an awful lot
of letters about the future of the Amiga. Aather
than print them all, I'l just say thanks for all
your suggestions (perhaps we'll be able to run a
Future Worksbench’ feature) and here’s a sample:

of your readers who think likewise. In the
nd | get so fed up with loading and
unloading the software, trying to do this
and that with i, that | must have dozens of
CoverDisks that never get used. If some-
thing has 10 go in the C: drawer or if | have
to amend my user-startup, why not just
2 Why wiite lines and lines of use-
less text | have to fight through to get to
the information | need. All| want to know is
how to get the thing to work, not how the
structure of the software is put together
(ho the hell gives a damn?).

If people complain because no-one is
sending them their shareware fees, it's
because most people have become fed up.
trying to understand how 1o get the thing
on their hard drive or floppy and have
thrown the disk back into the shoe box in
contemp.

Ken Walsh, London

| understand your frustration.
However, there are some things you
can o about the problem. The first is
10 be aware that most good PD and
shareware is written in Europe these
days. This will mean that English is

not the author's first languag
Secondly, because there are
statutes for shareware and mos|
‘shareware authors work on their o

they write documentation to sui
themselves. This is quite often, as y
say, not good enough for a wids
audience. Thirdly, most sharew

comacied 8 dout o

ally the quickest way, but mo
authors also include a phone numbs
and address.

Staccato snag

This letter s reprinted as sent o us.

1 just thought | would drop you a fine, of
two, and compensate for the hour or tw
wasted installing, reinstalling, your
CoverDisk freebies.

1 have noticed that quality programmes,

Wordworth, Brilliance, Etc. Can b
installed. Deleted. Reinstalled. Al



EEEE

be eased. of hav-
ing to trim down the software to make it fit on
disks, and users would be much happler run-

ning from a hard drive. The next step would

with a CPU that had an MMU. This would open

JHapaning i the segns workd ot computng
that Escom are almost
of. One such is CHRP (me s
Reference ), a cooperative effort to
i cee MU el coonivedly
Apple and IBM. Perh;

the Amiga in this dlnl:llnn by ing

tar

or

for virtual memory and
that that would entail. With only a few
Amiga could be a powerful
or Windows offerings. No support for net-
I Waharernrce o Joul e polet sl ok , memory protection, virtual
ion of Amigas, you ask whether memory, no multimedia support (and no, |
s i o e Tobe don't just mean being able to play anima-
trank, what once was revol is behind  tions). And software publishers aren't consis-
the times now thanks mainly to the lack of tent or open-minded enough either  pro-
'R&D carried out by Commodore because they  grams that don't offer screen mode.
were happy to sell AS00s. Other things are are particularly old-fashioned — as on-line
help, localisation and

optimisation for particu-
processor types (where necessary) are all

unmmmhmmm
the Amiga. What we need are concrete
from Amiga Technologies before

Mﬂl
fears can be confirmed. But Amiga

C processor. After  Technologies is a small company that

uunmllmwumomymscanipm has only just started up and in my opinion

s AR power that is made in sufficient numi we won't hear anything until Easter ‘96 at the
games publishers would  to become a commodity item. Amlpl earliest.

ihout problem. But, when | come to
Bnuch of the Material you give out on
r CoverDisks.
ere are problems.

Yot wton 1 e grogrimne Frachl
Worlds. AC. Freet

e Ve successfully any of
the screen modes. SuperHighRes,
Interlaced. Etc.

All suggesting that this failure to run
similarly in Wordworth. Brilliance.
Workbench.

Is a WB Software failure. Is this so

What o you think.

the programme is Deleted, and
einstaled, then it seems that not all of
fhe lbraries are overwriten, or deleted,
leading 1o a consequent failure to
eistall, or more commonly, a failure to
bad, once installed.

6 not know enough about the wriing

Andrew Brown

1 think this letter is best read aloud in
a declamatory tone of voice, 5o that it
sounds like the poem it is. As for
your problems Mr Brown, | can
assure you that we do indeed check
out every piece of software to see a)
whether we like it or not and b) to
check that it does work properly.
Some of the software we put on the
CoverDisk might be a little buggy.
after all most of it is shareware writ-
ten not by a large software company,
but probably some guy in his bed-
room, but all of it works to a satisfac-
tory extent. We have also found that,
most of the time, there is no need to
remove old versions before installing
a newer one as a sensible installer
script will take care of that for you.
Yours is the first letter we have
received about Virus Checker, so

Inthe end | gave up, and will some day
iy to Reinstall the old version!

Magazine, has not been addressed
once!

[etters please

Keep those letters com-

sometimes wonder if you actually load,
delete, reload. the programmes you

. Testing. And | wonder what Cray
iou are left with on your HD. Afterwards.

‘The problems you are having
with your monitor definitely
tofind a bit of paper and a
stamp, why not e-mail us?
(One final question which | am sure many response (exac-
lly what screenmodes you
are using, what other soft-
ware you have running and so
on).

for the best letter printed
as an incentive

Commodore MultiSync 19500 al | get is
severe flcker. Spii Screens.
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ingl I you can't be bothered

Experience at

what tost?

Having just purchased a second-hand
Amiga 1200 for the kids to leam on, one
of the first things | did was to purchase
a copy of September's Amiga
Computing for the tools disks,

1 put in the disks, did s | was told,
but stil no joy. The disks aren't fautty,
's my fault for being dense when it
comes to computers. So | carried on
reading the magazine and came across
the ‘Newbie Nightmare' letter in ESP.
AN, | thought, good letter. | read it then

reply about wasting space on beginners
must be in very bad taste. If you think
about it, not only have you got to hold
onto your more experienced and no
doubt die hard Amiga users, but the
beginners who will be buying second-
hand Amigas. If you're mag can't help
newcomers, then God help the kids and

me.
Hope that hurt,
M Sheldon, Leek

Ouch! OK, | know there are new
Amiga owners out there every day,
but even so, we certainly wouldn't
want to turn the whole magazine into
a tutorial and lose our more experi-
enced readers. Owing to the finalis:
tion of the new Amiga pack, yes, we
will be having a beginners section
back in Amiga Computing, n:nlng
next month. In the m
B v Conrolats
'm sure you'll see the light...




PD and SHAREWARE

secTor

Dave [usicks once more 5ifts
eagerly through the F and
shareware mailbag

haréware authors have, over the last few years, filed in
g s o o software world. In recent times we've
tunning paint packages, image processors, games
and utiiies l:osi!ng only a few pounds, while programs have
been released with far more ipeclullssd uses than commercial
producers would consider add
Coniuing hat rend, hs monih Publc Sectorlooks at ADal,
e-mail package costing just a tenner. Given that the
joys (and delays) of the Internet ar 1 disc
for many Amiga users, myself inc
months to come we might see the ultimate shareware Web
browser? As things stand currently, | know of Amiga owners who
run Mac emulators when surfing because Ma Intemet software is
%0 mich superios io Amiga Web sowae. AMosalc s Sk
its certainly not the fastest or most stable of programs,
In a future issue Il be taking & look at some of the. e ga
Internet software. For now, however, feast your eyes on these
affordable delighs..

Diary 2000

Produced by: Dave Freeman
Available from: Centurion PD

Diary 2000 is an example of an imagina:
tive approach 1o the challenge of creating
a fully functional desktop diary. I's not a
program as such, being instead a highly
configurable modular system of
AmigaGuide files.

In use, Diary 2000 is beautifully simple.
For instance, it's possible o select any
day before the end of the year 2000,
whereupon a text editor will be launched
allowing you to edit details for that day.
You can also launch your favourite word

2l Little Green Men

duced by: Various
Available from: SAENESS PD

This intriguing 20-disk package
covers a broad range of subjects
including alleged abductions by
aliens, crop circles, and mind
control to name but a fe

The first three disks contain bul-
letins from a group called the Bay
Area Sceptics, dating back to June
1982, and a newsletter called
Echoes Of Conspiracy from the mid
eighties. There are also issues of
Inside UFOlogy and Saucer Smear,
which contain material of interest to
those who believe the Earth has for
a long time been the destination of
all manner of alien explorers.

The next nine disks contain the

Organise your ife
with Diary 2000

processor, accounts program and
address book from Diary 2000, which
coordinates the proceedings and ties
everything together quite nicely
ngst the more interesting inclu-
sions is the Mail Log, which simultane-
ously opens windows in which details of
letters sent and received can be recor-
ded; ideal if your memory is as bad as
Whilst this may appear rather simplis-
tic and pointless on paper, in action the
system is swit and effective, and the

tascinating Allens Confder

image thrown in to eniiven th
ceedings slightly. Cattle mutilat
an alleged encounter Apoll
astronauts Neil Armstrong and
Aldrin had with alien space
whilst walking on the moon, a
sorts of other mysterious incic
are chronicled here. There are
plenty of accusations of a con
cy by the US government 1o k
secret hundreds of papers and
tographs, which it is claimed v
prove that UFOs have been v
our planet regularly for decade
Also included is issue tw
Aliens Confidential, a disk maga:
featuring more of the same
there’s the X-Files Guide,
mative collection of text docur

Diary 2000 aunches the WE cacuinar
program for measur wersion

degree of customisation possible

offering. It's

the author a tenner.

Text Engine 5.0

Programmed by: Nicholas Harvey
Available from: Seasoft

Whilst allsinging, all-dancing WYSIWYG
word and document processors are
undoubtedly very useful, there are times
when a fast and basic text edtor is infi-
nitely more appropriate. There's no point
fiddling around with the ‘Startup
Sequence in Wordworth, or composing
your e-mail in Final Wiiter, when some-
thing like MEmacs would sufice
However MEmacs is scarcely perfect
and the lack of some near-essental fea-
tures like word wrap makes it slightly
unfriendly and iritating at imes

Text Engine, on the other hand, offers

Hoctivo word cruncher
sl

a great deal more. In aditon to word
there is a 36,000 word spelling che
instantaneous word count, and besl
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lated to the cult sci-fi series,
hich was originally reviewed in
8.

here are also three issues of
Of Space, an inexplicably AGA-
disk magazine from NFA,
ich offer still more evidence to
bport UFO theories from behind
attractive and highly config-
ble interface. Finally, there's the
UFO: Finding The Truth,
ch consists of yet more text
uments written by people who
im 1o have conclusive proof of
existence of alien species
yond our comprehension.
here is a degree of overlapping
rms of subject matter covered,
d some more imaginative presen-
ion and greater use of pictures
ght have been a good idea in
me cases. However, considering
twenty disk package costs a

Hectrics Digital
Designer

Programmed by: Chris Sterne
Available from: Chris Steme

ten 1o allow the design and testing of

the third for reviewing the
it results. The three can be run

Designeor in
s e winiomed gtory

pretty reasonable twelve quid, I'd
have to recommend it to anybody
who's open-minded about the pos-
sibility that humankind is not alone
in the universe.

Fascinating and somotimes worrying
tetimanies from Indiidunts who,
claim to have seen UFOs

simultaneously on the Workbench screen.

Whilst | don't really know enough
about the subject matter to be a good
judge of the program’s power, it certainly.
appears to boast a wide range of fea-
tures. The example files included sug-
gest that some complex designs can be
created using this software.

The attractive WB? interface makes
program operation pleasant, and the
inclusion of keyboard shortcuts is very
welcome. The whole package looks to
have had a great deal of fime and effort
lavished upon i, and whilst it might have,

atiing. Since the printouts use your

s a fully font-sensitive GadTools
I, and the Workbench AppWindow

facilty is supported allowing fles to be
dropped onto the. program window to
load them u

Ifthere is one citcism | would make,
its that whilst cursor movement can be
achieved using the mouse, pressing
shift and an arrow key does not move
the cursor to the end of the current word
or line - it merely inserts some bizarre
character. This can be a lte frustrating
when you're used 1o other word proces-
s0rs, but it's forgivable in the light of
Text Engine’s many redeeming
features.

If you make regular use of the pro-
‘gram, you ought to show your apprecia-
tion by sending Mr Harvey the £5
shareware fee. That's a small price to
pay for such

circuit design.
brocess with
Electrics.

Friondly and reliable
\Dmmail 1.5 Is 2 1

Got in on the action

and a
right away with an

and ADmail

Amiga Computing
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PD and SHAREWARE |

| want to hear from you f you have any
program, whatever its purpose, which

iow.
it will be freely distributable public
domain, shareware or licenceware, if
you feel it of suficient qualty to merit
coverage then stick it in a jify bag or
padded envelope and send it in with all
haste. | promise Il at least look at your
work — even if it's yet another Lottery
program or Kiondike cardset. It does
make my job a lot easier though i isks
are clearly labelled. Please also include
acover letter detailing the disk contents
$idlericn e alving e DR
instructions. The magic addh

Media He
Adiington Park
Macclesfield SK10 4NP

only limited appeal because of its spe-
cialised function, for those in search of
such a program the (Canadian) $12
shareware fee seems quite reasonable.

ADmail 1.5

Programmed by: Simon Brown
Available from: Aminet

‘There really don't seem to be many top-
quality e-mailing programs knocking
around on the Amiga; most are let down
by bugs and generally poor design.
Fortunately ADmail does not seem to
have fallen ino this tr

Installation is relatively straightforward

>




PD and SHAREWARE

Programmed by: Werther Pirani
‘Available from; Aminet

I the mould of Toolmanager and Toolsdaemon, this
is one of those programs that could revolutionise the
way in which hard drive owners use the Workbench
It creates a scrolling list of programs on the
Workbench screen which can be ciicked on 1o load
them instantly, without having to wade through
endiess drawers.

It runs as a commodity, meaning that it is accessi-

Lazybench features a nice font-adaptive GUI, and
supports virual and public screens meaning that you

you call upon its services, leaving the Workbench
screen uncluttered in case the program you have

launched requires the screen s

Gonfiguration is achioved by simply creating a toxt
file containing the path names of the programs you'd
fike o appear in the lstview, with Lazybench then
displaying just the name of the program file itself.

>
if you have any experience of mailing
packages, although an installation script
might have been helpful for newcomers.
However, the accompanying Amigaguide
document does explain the installation
process quite well and with patience Net
newbies should be able 1o get things up
and running relatively smoothly.

ADmail does not include its own text

in these very pages). Selecting "Send New
Mail" or “Reply” within ADmail launches

Haunted By You

After a decent enough debut issue
(reviewed in AC86), disk magazine
MavieZone s back with basically more
of the same. The numerous short and

58 et 0 s ol
strongly about. There are also now
plenty of digiised pictures rom some of
the fims covered, most being of a rea-
sonable qualty. Il forgive the fact that
the witers couldn' remember my name
when discussing the writeups the first

have it pop up practically anywhere you desire.
Its only 16472 bytes in size as well, making it a great
deal more friendy to low-memory users than some
applications of this kind. If you don't have Aminet
access, by the way, don't worry; it won't take PD
libraries long to appreciate the potential of
Lazybench. Highly recommended.

the editor, and then once you've finished

retum you to ADmail flawlessly.
Dmail's more impressive features
include the option 1o create a lst of alias-
es, 5o, for instance, instead of seeing
simes@amdev.demon.co.uk as the
sender of a message you would see
Simon Brown. The fst o aliases pops up
henever you want to send or forward
mail, although of course you could always
select “Someone else” f you don't want to
communicate with any of these peaple.

In summary this is something of an inter-
net essential, and whilst there are no fea-
tures disabled in this version, the ten
pounds the author is requesting as a
registration fee is defiitely worthwhile. ZZ6F

Centurion PD
24 Wastwater Drive

Bradford
West Yorkshire BD6 2TN
Tel: 01274 677673

OnlLine PD
1 The Cloisters
Halsall Lane
Formb
Liverpool L37 3PX
Tel: 01704 834335

SAJENESS PD
13 Russell Terrace
Mundesley
Norfolk NR11 8LJ
Tel: 01263 722169

Seasoft

ni
Martello Enterprise Centre

Tel: 01903 850378

Chris Sterne
1111 West 7th Avenue
Vancouver
British Columbia
Canada V6H 185

Philip C Swales
28 Campbell Road
Hartiopool
Cloveland
7525388

Emotional conflict

Programmed by: Asa Margetts
Available from: OnLine PD

A mouse-driven adventure game, Emotional Conflct
boasts some attractive graphics with a cartoony
flavour, and some interesting puzzles o solve, not
all of them immediately obvious.

The scene is set with some atmospheric music
and the fairly wacky story so far is explained in text
and pictures at the start of the game. Then it's
straight into pointy-clicky mode for what tums out to
be a fairly enjoyable ltie offering

There do appear to be plenty of limitations
imposed on your actions - for example, conversation
with your mother is limited to a sort of “Who are
you?", “fm your mother’, “Oh" affair, and you can't
leave your house until you've found a map
However, this approach does ensure that you've
always got a definite target and you won't be wan
dering around wondering what on earth is going on.

adventure all the more impressive considering it was
wiitten in that most maligned of programming lan
quages, AMOS Basic. A couple of spelling and

Docent araphics
‘and some tou

grammar mistakes aside, the presentation s excel
lent and there's plenty of depth to keep you engaged
during those long winter evenings.

Amiga C tin,
CHRISTMAS 1995




The UK's favourite home computer is back! Amiga Technologies, /™
abrand new UK company have launched the Amiga 1200 with a
stunning array of software in the AMIGA MAGIC pack. And, to

make a great pack even better, every Amiga 1200 Magic Pack

flom Siica (at the advertised price), comes with a FREE |
Chaos software pack - see below.

MAGIC PACK INCLUDES:

* Amiga 1200 Computer - 2w RAM

 3.5" Floppy Disk Drive Built-in

© 2.5" 170m8 HD Option - see seiow

© Wordsworth vdse - wors processar UPGRADE
 Digita Datastore v1.1-oataese

 Digita Organiser v1.1- ersonst Omaniser

© Turbo Calc v3.5- seadshont

* Photogenics v1.2s
Painimage Processng & Composing

* Personal Paint v6.4
int Pacage
© Workbench v3.1
© Whizz-so piattorm Game
© FREE Chaos Pack
© Pinball Mania - pusan arcase Game
INCLUDES ALL DISKS & MANUALS  _INCLUDES SCALA MM300*

2w RAM - NO HD

Inc VAT - AMC 3039 Inc VAT - AMC 3199

TOWER SYSTEM
® 68040/25un:or 68060/50unz Processor  wowron uor meuco - s
© 6o RAM - 2us Chip, 4us Fast

Colour Palette
® 1.26 SCSI Hard Drive
©1.76m Floppy Drive
2 x3.5 Drive Bays
® FREE Chaos Pack from Silica
68040CPU + 1,260 HD

£2199

Inc VAT - AMB 5040

‘ON ORDERS OVER £40.vaT

D REQUIRES M RA

AMiGAA4000T ~iEm

» Workbench v3.1
 Advanced Graphics Architecture
"AGA' Chip Set - 16.7 Milion GQ

! A1200 SPECIFICATIONS

‘@ 326t 68020€C Processor

 AGA Chipset/16.7 Millon Colours

@ 2Mb RAM ~ Built-In Moduiator

96 Key Keyb rd With Numeric Key Pad
« POMCIA Smart Card Siot

SEE_OVERLEAF'

FOR 2 PAGES OF
AMIGA PERIPHERALS & SOFTWARE

PINBALL FaNTaSie
NCKFALDOS Crapicngis o
Warp S0 Pacx
mNNwa PACK




AN VAN ZaN o
QUALITY AMIGA PERIPHERALS & SOFTWARE

VIDEO AND GRAPHICS RAM UPGRADES

ERUSION GENLOCK

FOR ALL AMIGA COMPUTERS

CD-ROM DRIVE & SOFTWARE
IWERDRWE QUAD SPEED CD-ROM
on

THE AMIGA 1200

AS00512K (no clock) _ £20.00

AS00512K (ne

e

Hawk & £189.00

Hawk ti - NoFPU__£2000

FPU Saw For Hawk __ £60.00

FPU 40w For Hawk ___ £99.00

i-glasses!

FOR AMIGA 60011200

St 0 e for a ncrciy coment
e opening up 3 e e wakt o COmtig

ew
V//

o poucis
« du s

£249

2900
't5ss
Hiass
52495
05
w1900

IMAGE _MANIPULATION
PHOTOGENICS V1.2
FOR AT200/A4000TT

SEE PAGE 3 FOR FULL OVERDRIVE RANGE
£2495 LgntROM

Mesting Pearis VoL I

Aminet Sot 1

Tora Sound Ly
The LightWors
UPD God

Zoom

IMAGE PROCESSING  SCALA MULTIMEDIA

N gt

Open your eyes 1o a whole
new reaity. Unike oher heat
mounted dovices, Virual 10's
lasses!™ gve you a crystal
ciar ful colour video image -

@ warsa

MODULATOR

FOR ALL AMIGAS

POWER SUPI
Amitek ASOO/S00/1200 _ £29.00

@ 1vs SONY FLOPPY

3" DELUXE EXTERNAL FLOPPY DRIVE
FOR ALL AMIGA COMPUTERS

[/Sony 5,.
i DELuxe Fyoppy Dane

v

LOADER INTERNAL FLOPPY
3%" wn INTERNAL FLOPPY DRIVE

e R

SCSI INTERFACE
SCSI-2 INTERFACE
JIRREL

FOR AB00/A1200

MONITORS
14" COLOUR

FOR A1200/A4000T

SOFTWARE OFFERS

AMLFILESAFE - USER__ £29.00

12" GREYSCALE
MONITOR

AMLFILESAFE - PRO_ FOR ALL AMIGAS

5900
BALLANGE V20 430
cANDOV2S 90
EDGE 17 PRO . 51695
6B ROUTE PLUS

FINAL WRITER V4
PENPALUK1S

FINAL COPY I

MAXIPLAN 4

PENPALUK 1.5

VISTA PRO 30 &

Y 3

on unbmt uvm m r




CRITICAL ZONE PACK

32-BIT SYSTEM - 7 CD TITLES

e

STUDIO PRO Il

PRINTER CONTROLLER

S g

\.J \J/ \J
HD & CD-ROM DRIVES, MICE & J'STICKS
[icE & JSTicks 4

Seagate STO240AG 210w OverDrive DEHD 560Mb _ £249.00  Logic  Speed Mouse . £11.95
s o 2

- MORE THAN JUST A
» OverDrive DE HD 1.265 __ £349.00 Quickshot Apache S131 . £6.99 FAMES CO,[V)SOLE

Zo0m £11633 il

g 2ip Stk Super Pro
Zoom 28.8XE Fax Modem _ £198.58 D

MEGA MOUS ® Dual speed CD-ROM drive

(IDE)-560mp  Panasonic G A o 16,8 milion Colods

" ® Plays a CD+graphics
FOR THE AMIGA 1200 ays audio & CD+graphics CDs

® 11 button controller
o Titles available from £9.99
® Optional full screen video
module -
OPTIONAL SX1 MODULE

PD SYSTEM
"READ/WRITE OPTICAL DRIVE
©0uad speed CO-ROM Dive

ALL-IN-ONE

NEW £586= ‘ S,

[0181-309 1111

THE SILICA SERVICE

IT TERMS AVAILABLE H WE SUPPORT YOU




2 :W‘"

[E1GCB31. GOURMET COOKBOOK

b Ve g k.

[CIGRN3-1. 3n GARDEN DESIGNER

CIVIPa-2. vmus KiLLeRs

CJABS6-4. AMIGA BETTING SHOP

g v

e

TYP3-1. TYPING TUTORS

Mbhrs2. o

5K RECOVERY

1. NEWS MAKER

ACCESS
DENIED e

[CIPSW10-4. PASSWORD SYSTEM




Strewed streens

) s e e an 1250w oo 1025 ot e
) The promln e hat when | use any af th 106 no-fcker modes, Lo

WliScan Producity, i the Workbench soon and Final Wi, he
by 112 hall ches, dopering on e seting o

fsle screen is offset from the left
width and horizontal controls.

Having this wasted space all the time is really bugging me. | have tried to follow the
irctions in the Workbench and AGA user guides, but 0 1o aval | have n
jems with the modes | do not want o use, so where am | going wrong'

d size.

fTh only proper and safe way of adjusting the acreen's visibe size and pos
I = e macen vrwilvies oo s Unfocntel K is ool otk

el e Sl
ost effective running out and buying OS 3.1 just 50 you can

in that are set-up for s

ally just for the 1942 monitor, 5o probably would not help.
The only other option is to get hold of a program called MonEd. This allows
ou to adust various aspects of the monitor driver while the screen is being
played - one of the options is the screen’s horizontal and vertical position-
careful when using this program, because if
adjust some of the values wildly you could damage your monitor. So only
b small value changes if you do use MonEd.

g. You do, however, have 1o be

Monitor settings vary slightly from monitor to monitor, and as the
monitor drivers supplied by Commodore are set on a different monitor

B Edge Sheffield

s. Unfortunately, these are

) 1 am iy o i ct e s
J a'company that would print
som picures fom 3 k.| am
B or top auaiy reproductons and
6 been i b othrs ha ey have
an vt 1 an Amiga magazine
s ik o wor. ot | 0
10 be sle o i on. | hope you

puid be greatly received.
‘Simon, Bracknell

1 do seem to recall seeing an

. advert for t-shirt and picture
printing, but could not find it

able o sort something out for you.

Bizarre borders

Can anyone help me with
a printer problem | have been
" having? | recently purchased an

fer size paper. When printing a full

page graphic file, the Studio software
showed about an inch border all round the
page, yet the printout chopped about half
an inch off the bottom and printed it on a
second page.

Also, the pages from Wordworth 3 do
not obey the border or ruler settings and
shift o about a tenth of an inch left margin
and a wide right margin. The same is true
of Final Writer. In my Workbench printer
prefs | have set the margins to left 5 and
right 75, with pica 10 and 66 lines a page.
The word processors just seem 1o ignore
this, can you help?

F@Samiga@aol.com

Studio Pro is very good piece
of software that greatly
improves the printing qu

€;

TECHNICALH

AMIGA COMPUTING ADVICE SERVICE

It time for another bug bashing banquet,
courtesy of the all powerful ACAS

of your Amiga’s printer. The problem
you have with your printer cutting off
the last half inch is an old one.
Generally, it is not a problem with the
software but with the dip switches on
the printer itself. You should check

>

HD horrors

1 have a very annoying problem with my
A4000, and this only occurs with people
who have two high density drives. | have
0 genuine Chinon 3.5 HD disk drives in
my A4000/040, and the problem s as follows:

If two HD Amiga disks are inserted at the same
time, one in DFO and the other in DF1, then only
one drive will be recognised as a HD disk and the
other will then be recognised as a standard 880k
disk, making it unreadable.

The only way to cure this is to insert the two
disks separately, waiting for one to be recognised
before inserting the other. Is this a bug in the 0S?
Itis very frustrating for making back-ups and the

ab

Am
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like. Has any made a software or hardware patch
for thi
Dirk, Belgium
haven't come a
p solution to your
problom is that 1 séio change o
jumper on your A4000 mother board. Th 1
tion s labelled J531, and is locat
paraliel port

3 just in front of the

pen, with no ¢
floppy will be
!

then the second
nsity drive
onfigured for a double

uting




TECHNICA

Do you have a problem? Do you som:
times find yourself poised over your

iga
profanity at the

ftware or hard
Well, calm do

pen and paper, jot doy

hand, spouting

stubborn refusal of your
are to behave properly?

and swap the axe for
your problems,

along with a mm.p.mn o your Amiga

setup, and send it

IDG Media, Media House, Adii

off to Amiga Comput
gton Park, Macclosfield SK10

e Service,

4NP. Alternatively, e-mail us at ACAS @acomp.demon.co.uk

in your manual that the dip switches
are set up properly for the standard
US letter siz

The problem with word processors
is that they use their own margin set-
tings, and do ignore the Workbench
settings — which are only worked out
as characters anyway. Final Writer
and the like use inches or centime-
tres to determine the page and paper
size.

Itis worthwhile taking half an hour
out and working precisely what the
paper size and page size should be
for each program. You should adjust
the margin size to your own tastes,
the easiest way being to use two
large boxes, one outlining the entire
page and the other marking where
the margins should be. You can then
adjust the paper size to take up as
much of the paper as possible, and
also find out the correct margin posi-
tions.

Software failure

| have an AS00 with a 1Mb
upgrade and have an irrtating
problem. Frequently, when |
am using my Amiga | get an error mes-
sage, ‘Software Failure - Task held fin-
ish all activity select cancel to
reset/debug

A%

Double drives

1 currently have an A1200 tower with a Blizzard 030 bo
drives, a HD drive and a 5.25" floppy drive. What | would
" is possible to add more than ane drive off the internal

1 have tried a floppy lead with a 2 x 34 way IDC connector, but it
work, as | kept getting DFO: 2722, Is there any way | can get this 1o
help?

o of the internal fi

the external

“This is very annoying since | have to
reset my Amiga, thus losing all my
work. What does this the message
mean and is there a way to prevent it?
0 Gosling, Hull

What you are getting is the
dreaded Guru Meditation,
well, that is what it used to

be called — now we just have

e much more boring software
ure. Normally, this means that some

program you have been running has
done something naughty and
crashed your system.

Depending on how bad the crash
was, you will either get the requester
on the screen — which means that if
the program you are using has not
crashed you can normally save off
your work — or you have a cata-
strophic crash which takes your
whole system down and you just get
the blank screen with a flashing red
alert message smirking at you.

‘The worrying thing s that you say
you are continually getting the
Guru message. This usually points
to a more serious problem than a

Unfortunately, there is no way you can connect more

loppy connector. It is simply a fact

designed to take a single floppy drive, and any extra
connector.

more likely that somet
wrong with the hardware in
machine. Normally, the probls

misieteeeo R
techn P

I own

V|
for spead

you could help me? |

planning

Also, our black and white monitor really needs
replacing. | hope o get a colour monitor ~ can
you recommend any? Finally, could you

on any advantages of
TV/Monitors as opposed to a monitor? s it a
case of it anly being worthwile buying a TV

comment

monitor if you want another

r

Andmws Bromham

uying a hard

A good old straightforward upgrade
b el i e

to , the only
optin for you nowadays with an ASO0 s 1o

an A500 with a 1Mb memory
extension, would like to fit a hard drive
and was wondering if
mainly use
my machine for games, house accounts.
college assignments, teaching programmes and
document layout for school purposes. | am a
teacher and use my Amiga for weekly and termly

should th

these

Upgrading

buy one of the external expansion port IDE

hard drives, which norm;

£200, and Siren seem to be one of the few
places that actually sell these anymore.

If you do purchase a hard drive, you really

k about getting extra memory

along with it, because every hard drive parti-

et TSI Rl o art Yhds T
other inevitable thing is that because of the
of a hard drive, you will end up adding
ots of extra programs to your system, each
of which will eat up a little more of your
precious memor
1 think you should give good consideration
to upgrading to an A1200. Second-hand ones.

ith hard drives and extra memory can be!
picked up quite cheaply, and you should
remember you will have OS 3 which makes

quite a difference over 2.04, and a huge

ally cost around

difference over 1.3.
If you want to get a monitor, the A1200 will
also allow you to take full advantage of allits
high resolution screens, i
not be able to do with an AS00.
With regards to TV/Monitors, | have been

would

even though not quite up to monitor quality.

If you want to get a monitor for use with an
AS00, a TV/Monitor is more than enough, and
you can always sneak a look at the TV when

board. If, however, you do get

an A1200, then the new Amiga Technology’
monitor is as good as any other.

Amiga Computing
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i Power CD-ROM for the Amiga

quad-speed

£249 £179°

quad-speed dual-speed
CD-ROM SOFTWARE
Hleimiave b eniancitl 8 E8
i : CDBOOT 1
200 e cooun WORLD INF055

SwTc AN con

double-speed

AMIGA 600/1200

B2 5pED CO-ROM e squimme

J4SPEED CD-ROM Inc sauiRReL
AMIGA 4000

IGA 4000 SCSI-INTERFACE :

SCSI CONNECTORS Ao oUT
SC1INTERFACE REQUIRED FOR A400O  “DUAL SPEED CD-ROM CASING DIFFERS FROM ONE SKOWN

GATEWAY VOL 1

Computing Ltd no
r sell this product
o the lck ofsupport
1 CD1 formats
MPEG Fims), Ths o
il o lay movies

Y e PCMCIA Smart Card Slot
2MB of RAM 6l

RAM
68040/25 or 68060/50 R
Workbench v3.1

FoRpm = ¢ = Built-In Modulator
16.7 Million Colours e
1.268 SCS! Hard Drive RIESS
1.76MB Floppy Drive
2x3.5" Drive Bays

Pinball Mania Game

68040/25Mhz or
Jrp— 68060/50Mhz Processor

- _ - o

1.76 Floppy Drive

3.5 Floppy Drive
5* 170MB HD Option
Wordsworth vdse

32-bit 68020EC Processor
AGA Chipset

01234 273000 POWER COMPUTING LTD

44A/B STANLEY STREET
01234 352207 BEDFORD MK41 7RW




Sl FEATURE]

3 ered to your

s Christmas looms in our collective highlights, its time

once again to look for presents for our nearest and dear-

est. This year, why not consider bolstering the Amiga

market and doubling up on your present buying? After all, a

present for an Amiga owner of something to do with the Amiga is a

present for the Amiga too (ahh). So to help you, here is a selec-

tion of not-so-costly items for you to choose from for your favourite.
Amiga owner.

Buy your |oved one a sub!

No, not a U-boat,
what about a sub-
scription 1o the most
excellent

Computing is the
most up-to-date
Amiga mag on
the shelf and you
can have it deliv-
door before it
becomes available in the shops. We are
obviously biased towards our own maga-
zine, but it really is good value because
you can choose from one of four free
gifts with the subscription.

[hrist

[asting the Aminet wide...

He's a starman, living in the sky...
The asircncmer In your e probably skl the cerk it
M 2 e e
The Digtal Univeree installed on hs

e
i
o o e
S e o
AL Dahes et N,
uses a halogen bulb to project the %
stars and planets onto the walls and
e ey
e
T
it
so0 that you can take the globe

S

Md

A means to an end

While we'e on the topic of subsciptions, here's anot-
her subscription idea for you. The Aminet is the world's
largest archive of freely distributable Amiga software
and is usually only accessible via the Internet
However, owing to popular demand, the best of the
Aminet is now available in a more convenient form, on
GD-ROM. The Aminet s far to0 big to go onto one disc
and is constantly updated, 5o there's usually a new
Aminet CD every two months or 5o

To make sure you can get your hands on it every

To catch some
fresh Fish

‘The other subscription offer from PDSoft
is for the Fred Fish CD-ROM output
called Fresh Fish. Fred Fish is the
founder of the oldest and most famous
Amiga PD and Shareware ibrary which

released every three months and all the
software‘on it is ready to run. The sub-
scription offer takes much the same
form for Fresh Fish as
it does for the Aminet
CDs, with you giving a
credit card number to
PDSoft who will only
debit your card when

!é\;y send out each £14.99 instead of £19.

CHRISTMAS 1995

Contact: PDSoft - 01702 466933 and
b ool Exl cOH iy oot

time it comes out, you can either camp outside your
local software emporium every other month, or you
can subscribe to PDSoft's excellent service and have
‘each new one sent 1o you on the day of release.

The Aminet CDs also have a superb interface with a
search facility and a picture browser 1o help you locate.
the files you want.

Next up is the Mapliin catalog
able from most good newsagens
directy trom Mapiin theri S

Contact: Maplin - 01702 552911
catalogue costs £2.95 and shouldl
available from good newsa



T

Are you sitting comfortably? %W

iperienced astronomers, it would | I you are siil using the kitchen
ideal for anyone interested in get- | table for your computer, or a
gstarted in stargazing and contains a frosigerkon pac
btof historical information, for instance, up - available in white (611/4945)) £44.50,

ler s caled e Poe Sta, | sboue goting #computer Student's Desk (610/9682) £49.99
g Dipper, etc. desk instead? Arg Swivel offce chair (611/3915) £59.99
has a wide range of i
desks and office-
type chairs 1o suit
every pocket. Al the
ones shown here
Contact: Innovations - 0181-727 o soll asaamil)
18000, o Cod: INTB19037, price =0 you cer have
£29.95. I you want 1o aso get Distant i
Suns, itis available from Emerald Worig aut row 1o
(Greative — 0181-715 8866 at £27.95 Put them together.

I55 traditional at this time of the year in magazine
1, we proudly present a selection of goodies to buy

the loved ones in your life who have Amigas

Mousemats with a difference

d of & boring plain mousemat, or one of those ones with a picture

—
.
A
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Nlo reseruations

Special Reserve is apparently the world's
largest games club and offers discounts on
software and hardware (o its members. It
costs £6 a year to join and

Special Reserve have a
special offer on
membership at

you buy any one item from
Special Reserve's wide
range of goodies.

mhat“
How

Gt spemar Rosorve—01279
4. Membership costs £6
a year for the UK

How much is that fioppy in the tuindmu?

Floppy drives have long been a staple tem in th

Pump up the volume

1f you really want to get pumping
bass blasting out of your Amiga,
then best not rely on your monitor's
speakers. A groovy alternative is
this set of active speakers by
Goodman's. With 80 watts of music
muscle powered from the mains,
these speakers represent beter value
for money than most of the so-called
multimedia speakers made by
computer-oriented companies. The
only thing o watch out for is the fact
that they are not shielded, so don't put
the 100 close to your monitor.

Contact: Your local Argos
Goodman's Speakers (535/5482).

of mind that comes with having a secure hard dive.

‘There are two versions of Ami File Safe,

User version and the Pro version. The
only differences between the two versions is
a size limit of 650Mb, only one hard drive
and no Multi User Files System support,
othenwise the User version is identical to the
Pro. AFS will now also automatically trans-
late between FFS and AFS 5o there is no

ket. The only difference this year is that Gasteiner are seling them for
the previously unheard of price of only £39.95. All are equipped with the
standard features of any external unit of any note; pass through to con-
nect further drives, on/off
switch and simiine design.
In addition, Gasteiner's
drive s also equipped with
an anti click and anti virus
mechanism, usually only
found on more expensive
drives.

|
KN, §

What?,
How:

Contact: Gasteiner — 0181-345 6000.
External loppy drive £39.95

Photogenics is probably our favourite

awards in all the magazines and1
deservedly so. In case you haven'tl}
heard of it before, Photogenics is a §
true colour image processing and §
paint package designed mainly to run

AGA machines. It offers facilfies *

features grows all the time.

Lucky people who are getting a new A1200 this Christmas will
actually get a cut-down version in the bundle that comes with the.
‘computer, but upgrading to the full version is stil worthwhile. You
should be aware that Photogenics is best used on a machine
that has at least 4Mb of RAM and a hard drive, but that

notwithstanding

What?$lhere? Photogenics repre-

How $much?. sents superb value for

money and should

be in every budding

artist's software
coliecton.

Contact: Almathera - 0181-687 0040.
Photogenics is only £59.95

| CHRISTMAS 1995

If your favourte Amiga user owns an inkjet
or bubblejet printer, then you will doubtless
have heard them complaining about the
ost of replacing the cartridges of ink once
they have been used up. Fret not, a solu-
tion is at hand. Abcon Computer Services
provide a service 1o users of such printers
‘whereby you can buy refil kits for your
cartridges. There are three ink kits, one.

fioad to nowhere

Your Amiga can even help plan road trips
o your aunty Nel's wih the aid of our next
Christmas selection. GB Route Plus is a
program that has been around a while
now, but s stil splendid and very useful
for those taking long car journeys

Route Plus also comes with a map
editor so that you can update the data it
uses in order to keep up with new
s, brcges and B roads. GBRoute Plu-
s wilprint you out both a route map giving
tum offs and junctions or a graphical map

solton £3.45, 0 hoad recovery

showing your route through the ca
GBRoute Plus might not help you
road rage but it will give an esti
how long your journey wil take and]
much petrol you will use.

Contact: Silica - 0181-309 1111 for
nearest store. GB Route Plus costs &3



you seeing another
tomputer?

Comments will resound around the

bise 1o the tune of; “Games were so
ch better back then..” and “You see

s not just the graphics, game play is
tant 100.” What joyh

Contact: Eplc - 01793 490988 and ask
o details. The Emulators Unlimited
CD-ROM costs £19.99

Three button mice, see

how they run

well as a matter of fact. This is another

Bired of having to drag the mouse miles 1o
get anywhere on the

& 400dpi

How $much?

Gasteiner - 0181-345 6000.
Three button mouse £9.95

combination of software and
hardware that allows you to hook

One of the worst things about being
a conscientious Amiga owner is
backing up your hard drive onto hun-

your hard drive onto video tape.
You canfit up to 520Mb onto a four
hour tape, and Video Backup
System will also record a header
showing a ttle, date and the location
of the backed up files on the video
for about five seconds before the
backup data to make it easy for you
1o find the right
tape when you

floppy drives allowable, you still
spend half a day inserting and
removing squares of blue plastic
when you do it Ifs no wonder peo-
ple don't bother and then complain
‘when their hard drive crashes.

There are solutions o this peren-
nial problem.
You can buy an
expensive tape.
streamer  or

¥

DAT drive, or are wo ver-

you could go  Contact: Power -01234 sions of the \

for Lyppens'  273000. Video Backup System Phono  Video Backup  videos equipped with phono sockets
Video Backup System avail- and one for SCART-equipped

‘costs £60 and the SCART version is £65
———————

System. It's a able, one for

Demonic possession

f you think your phone bill can stand
the strain, and your favourite Amiga
owner owns a modem, why not con-

machines.

[heap rainbow

If your Amiga user pines about the fact

that he or she cannot afford an AGA

Amiga, there is now a solution at a

remarkably low price. The Video DAC

from Power Computing plugs into the

monitor output of any A

provides 18-bit output in resolutions

Up to 768 x 576 for a PAL display

and 668 x 482 for NTSC.

There are fimitations and the Video

DAC s not a replacement for true AGA performance, but for stll pic-

tures and some animations, the Video DAC is a very low cost solutio.
The software that comes.
with it is designed to be

pictures and animations
to the DAC format. In
short, near 24-bit quality

ata very low price.

Contact: Power Computing - 01234)
'273000. Video DAC only costs £25

intshop perfection

phone bills that kill you.
I your favourite Amiga

Lul;:!at?;’ hEl{g? )
owner is fikely o benefit ow} fmuth?

on these pages, then he or she Contact: Demon Internet Services —
is even more likely to benefit from 181-371 123
Wolf Faust's Studio I printer soft- Dem

ware. Studio Il wil drive any DeskJet,

nyitwitha s

mage

ibscription to IDG
gazine launch, The Web. D
raditional Intemet mag

printers to give the most incredible printed s more like a Time Ou
ot ontact: IDG Media ~ 01

Part of the reason for this i that Studio Il is 12 issue subs
the only printing software on the Amiga to offer a ih
proper Colour matching syster to ensure your printed output matc-
hes what you can see on the screen, some of the rest is du to the

fact that Studio Il
What?g
How 1

bypasses the 12-bit
limit imposed on
Contact: JAM - 01895 274449, Studio
Il costs £49.95.

are other

normal printer drivers
by Workbench and
gives true 24-bit

colour output.

(Amiga Computing -
GHRISTMAS 1995 ¢ N
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27 Watnall Road, Hucknall
ﬁ FAX: (0115) 964-2898
[wesTern DiGiTaL |

Nottingham NG15 7LD.
S 270VC

COMPUTERS
Tel: (0115) 964-2828
3
-..£Call 420MB_
i

£Cal 420U5 53085 Bt reusr i

ms...£179.99 BSOMB. £249.99 ?m,m R

i 15828 101G, £269.99 L5 FOR GUANTITY PRICES

6 GIG....10ms...£329.99 popprerrrrg #o8 ALFA DATA PRODUCTS

favantuw | NeW (3" Hogamouse-0cpi...£1299

R I, ©7%d Megamone s B 5149

Soiie Colour BcY primer Aus iouss Swcoe £1399

270MB......12ms.....£99.99 offers photographic like qualty AT-Bus 2008/IDE. £79.99
420MB ......12ms.........£Call when used with optional £1

The awesome new A
“Amiga Magic” pack is here.

Software includes.

 Photogenics 1.2 SE, Personal Paint 4.6
# WordWorth 4, Datastore 1.1

 Digita Organiser/Print Manager
Turbo Calc 35, Pinball Mania/Whizz

# PLUS EREE Mousemat and Dustcover

Call now to order yours...£389.99
Add £10.00 for Chaos pack includes: Syndicate, Pinball
Fantasies, Chaos Engine & Nick Faldo’s Golf

AMIGA 4000T

25Mhz. Upgradable to 060.
SCSI-2 HD/6MB RAM
HD interface, SCALA MM300

o

540MB...12ms....... £Call 7200PI printer drive (coated AfaPowerASOQ/IDE ....£89.99

635MB....12ms.. £159.99 paper required). Bull in auto Tandem Controler.....£49.99
shestioedor.

RO s ome. 1T ol P CoroOM DRIVES
1GIG........10ms... £219.99

Cosad 75007 paper o
(230 e £2299 Extermal SCSI CDROM for the

| COROM
270MB......12ms....£149.99 [EMEISERGINUIISI A1200. Pugs into the PCMCIA
540MB.....12ms...£179.99 Professional print studio for the port, Fast &
850MB......10ms...£219.99 Amig e ougutof Tate. Comnect Up fo six other
1GIG......11ms...£349.99 Your printer inc. 720DPI on SCSIporpherals

APOLLO 1240/33/SCSI2

The Apollo 1240 uses the latest QFP.
Motorola 68040 CPU (3.3volt).

¢
Call For =
Details

33Mihz 68040 CPU including FPU & MMU
172 pin SIMM socket

Optional SCSI-2 controller, Real-time clock.
Pri

the above includes Squral
MODEMS A400 version, asabove but
without PCMCIA ineriace (Dual
420MB.....12ms... £124.99 ERTTIZAIIIS Spoed) £14999
540MB.....12ms... £139.99 BABT approved FAX/Mode
leads, P
o

Epson Stylus Colour. ual Spee £17999
SEAGATE only 49,9 30,

850MB.., 10ms...£179.9 Conplet wih al SV WITSUMI FX400
12 GIG....10ms....£249.99 and Comms softwa
i oy 109,99 Internal IDE COROM unit for

TR0 (e
I AN G RN ERETTSRGNTYE COROM controlier). Super-fast
357 IDE Superfast BABT approved S00Kb/Sec transier ate,

O B Comon " E14030
1G1G.....10ms..£100.90 FAModer, Comoets van i X400 200N -E1u300
18GiaTons et s N

1008 \n unbeatabe. 74
P i bl \EC 512 X6
oo 2 ESECOLTUMN " o corom bAve
rice] AS00 1/2MB N/Clock ..£19.99 |ncredible 900Kb/Sec transter
99 rate,

SIOMB..1am. 16993 Achos Wl St me =
540MB.......12ms....£249.99 AB00 1MB N/Clock. £29.99
850MB......12ms....£399.99 1MB W/Clock. Skl VISAGE ATAPI COROM
12616 oms.. 564399 QTECEITRLEITI Poe et ou o reve

rencers . IR

EXTERNAL HARD DRIVES SETERET) £15.99 speed COROM unit that plugs
A500 ALFA POWER 86 (15W). t10 directly onto your internal IDE

8828 (25W) e (requires no additional
£179.99 55 pRO 50 (50W) £30.09 Port (requi

£219.99 58 SubWooler (50W) ..£69.99 eracing)
£239.99 S8 PRO 80 (60W) ... #8999 O AL
£269.99 Al speakers come with cables

f you have found a
All35' IDE drives require a 2.5 - 3.5 cable only £15.00
when fitted into a AGOO/A1200, Drives come prepped,
formatted and installed with 100MB of FREE Public
Domain software. All carry a 2, 3 or 5 year warranty.

magazine, call us and
we will do our best to
beat it

£439.99

APOLLO 1230/40EC
68030EC 40 Mhz
Optional 40Mhz PLCC FPU
1x 72pin SIMM Socket, Real-time clock.
Pri £169.99

APOLLO TURBO 1220
‘The 1220 combines the best Price/Performance ratio
for any Amiga accelerator. 68020/28Mhz, 28Mhz
68882 FPU, 1 x 72pin SIMM socket (1-4MB), RTC
Pri £90.99

APOLLO 620
‘The world's first AG00 accelerator card is here
25Mnz 680 , 1x 72pin SIMM socket (1 - 8MB),
Real-time clock, easy internal fitting
Pri £139.99

=
[eoLio asoouvinzyssiso NN

The new APOLLO A4000 accelerator /-
cards fit into the CPU slot of your A4000
(A3000 & 3000T). Comes in 28, 33 and 40Mhz
versions, 4 x 72 pin SIMM sockets, SCSI-2 controller.

£CALL

A

32BIT MEMORY SIMMS

BY POST - Please make cheques
HOWTO [rviiptsmitoniny
[6):10): BBl “Visage Computers”. Please allow

5 working days for cheques to clear:

CALL (0115) 964-2828 OR (0115) 964-2898 TO PLACE YOUR ORDER

Rl BY PHONE - CredivDebit
DO card orders taken from 9.30am
0pm Monday to Saturday:




ig Ron Thornton s far and away

the most famous and prolific

'@ in Amiga 3D. Thanks to

talents combined with the power of
iWave, the Amiga has been placed

and truly at the forefront of computer

ation.

Courtesy of Babylon 5 and various

has.

mdelling with his unrivalled talent for
ying and dirtying down models and
arive at the Ron Thornton look,
ch effectively has become a style in

(Given Ron's success, the really amaz-

jee months to put together. Now,

L
pe, enitied Spacecraft Model Design,

' leave much to the imagination,
Ih the vast majority of the instruction
kingplace in the Modoller. I akes you

it more importantly, why they're being

one in the firs place.

For the experienced user, many of the

deling methods being used will offer
fowever, as with most

y through the process, narrating ‘the
and why' as it happens. The Space

reputation for realism which sets
Babylonian Productions apart
from the madding crowd in 30 TV
and film production

R

His master’s

Fon Thornton reveals all as
FPaul Austin lookss on in awe

Craft Surtacing tape is perhaps the siight-
Iy stronger of the two. Although the
design tape does offer lts of ideas and
trcks of the trade, its Ron's abilty o tex.
ture and dirty down models that has real-
Iy made him the main man in 3D mode
ling. Unfortunately, there's one aspect of
tutorial that does mak it a ltte unpalat-

able for hard core
Amiga fans. Like
many others, Ron has
made the move to the
PC in the endless
search for speed. As a
consequence, the tex-
turing tutorial revolves
around Adobe Pho-

has built a

regarced 8 the st
paint program on any
oo M, e o,
the Amiga isn' an option ~ unless you're
running the Mac version on your Amiga
via ShapeShifer.
Although this may sound disastrous, it
isn't really such a mortal blow. Athough

On the whole

It's hardly surprising given Ron's experience that
both tutorials couldn't honestly be described as
the perfect introduction to LightWave or indeed
Modeller. Quite rightly, Ron assumes a reasonable
degree of basic knowledge for both programs.

If you're new to LightWave and Modeller, it's
worth bearing this in mind before you sign the
cheque. Desktop Images do a whole range of
videos which go through the basics and if you're
an outright beginner, it might be worth consider-
ing an additional investment

To be honest, | was quite surprised that Ron is
50 frank concerning the finer points of his person-
most 3D fans tend

step description of his texturing techniques is

Spacecraft
Surfacing
Techniques

the function-
aliy differs, there's nothing that
Ron does via Photoshop which couldn't
be emulated with a bit of adtional effort
on the Amiga. The basic principle behind
Ron's award-winning texturing skils is
the combination of separate texture
maps for the colour, specularity and
defusion.

producing variations on a basic
theme all mapped onto the same axis,
Ron achieves stunning realism, and it's
this basic technique which is the key to
high quality texturing and dirying down,

The bottom line

Products: Spacecraft Model

Spacecraft Surfacing Techniques
Supplier: Premier Vision
Price: £39.95 each
Tel: 0171-721 7050

particularly enlightening, and in my opinion is
essential viewing for anyone who wants to inject
realism into extra terrestrial animation.

The only possible downside of Ron's guide to
graphical excellence is his rather devil may care
approach to system requirements. It's obvious
that its quite some time since Ron has suffered
the ‘not enough RAM available’ horrors that most
of us have simply learned to live with. Having said
that, there's no reason that the basic skills relayed
by big Ron couldn't be employed in a less
grandiose manner.

basic message for anyone who wants to
transform the 3D cliché of scifi and space ships
into a real jaw dropper is get both of the above
ASAP - you won'tregret

Amiga Computing|
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o the Amiga is back, and in a
more serious guise than ever
before. Once sold as the uli-

mate gameplayer's machine, Amiga

Technologies know it can't compete

against the super consoles this Christmas,

so Jonathan Anderson's team are
qunning for a much more mature marke.
‘The trouble i ifs going to be tough per-
suading companies o think of the Amiga
as the ideal multimedia solution after the
huge advertising campaigns staged on
behalf of the PC in its various forms. The
enthusiasts may know how powerful the

Amiga is, but you can hardly expect large

organisations and public services to

choose it over systems more common in
the commercial sector, can you ?

fell, maybe this story will change your
mind, because on 23 October 1995,

Cleveland police force went online with an +
IT network that pushes multimedia tech-
nology to a new level. And yes, you Uhat ue'e dore

quessed i, the Amiga is behind the whole
operation.

FORCED NETWORK
Every police station in Cleveland has
now had Amiga-based information kiosks
installed, all of which are networked
together and controlled from the force's
multimedia department. Like Amiga
employee information systems used by
other major companies. the system will
provide a wide range of services 1o the
policemen and women who use it
Nothing we know of, however, is any-
where near as far-reaching or advanced

as the Cleveland project.

ystem allows
PCs (as in police con
stables rather than
personal computers)
to access on-line
training, advice on pro-
and crime fes

5 toomtea
tentral receive point which
is capable of receiing live
real-tine video from i
support in the form of 2
heliopter r pane with an or-
board microuaue
transmitter

S0 much now information is

wrioaded overy day its a
ful time job for the
toveland t

It's not just the police workforce to benefit from the Amiga’s
preserice in the police stations. Two weeks after the phase one
launch, more touchscreens will be installed in reception areas,
and each of these will feature new packages tailored for the
public.

People will be able to go into stations and instead of talking

advice, and public relations material, all of which will make it
faster and easier for the public to make general enquiries.

CHRISTMAS 1995
S

With the Amiga leading the way
toward a more moden, technological
Iy friendly police force for the 21st
century, what other developments will
affect the way they work

Information technology in general
is becoming one of the most vital tools.
the police have at their disposal
Keagan comments. Once again it
seems Cleveland is leading the way,
with  new microwave communication
system due to come on-line by the
time this issue hits the streets. Not
remotely connected with convenience
food cookers, this system will
take police operations into realms

Future cops

previously reserved for scidl
enforcers. Keagan explaingd
purpose:

“We had a large fire on Tynesi
the beginning of the week ata
petrochemical factory. The potent
a major disaster there was huge
was a large fire that could have 6
a major incident

“What we've done
1o create a central receive point
is capable of receiving live rea
video from air support i the fom
helicopter or plane with an ond
microwave transmitter. They send
tures back to headquarters Wh

updates, along with a whole range of
social and entertainment services. The.
depth of content is astounding, which is.
probably why it took three years of full
time development to complete.

ach of the information kiosks contains
an Amwga 4000, all of which are networked
together so they can receive regular
uploads of new information from the multi-
media centre. Not surprisingly, the soft-
ware used is Scala's top-of-the-range

authoring software, IC 500,
4

uuhcene
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the Amiga network
troops, so all the f

ard ho P cme
s 0w oyes wha c y mean [N
Bong on and co-

idinate his Tr nia o

any guarantee:
is watching or

n
provides s

03
[r—
~  Manual of Guidance

QUESTION No.l

Q. A motorcyceis amesharicaly propfled
Veticteitesstanour wheels, the
‘unladen weight of which does not exceed :

au includod.
ey,
ious test

In his second piece in the series about the Amiga
surcess at the heart of some of the bigges

on how the police force is about to b

5
Ml |
organisations in the world, Gareth Lofthouse reports J et
ol |
by the UH's Favourite home .
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Kengan is quick to point out it's not a

brother is watching you' how-
o e
a service is being used, they can tailor
packages for users at each individual
Kiosk, and if a package isn' being used
they can change it to suit them better.

it about giving the workforce what they
want o see on the system.

‘There's no denying that the technology
will increase the efficiency of
Cleveland police force, however. Using
Mpeg encoded video, they can now dis-
play intelligence information instanta-
neously in all the police stations. This
means they can download colour photos
of suspects, videos from security cam-
eras, and other briefing material
“Traditionally, intelligence wouid be pho-
tocopied and faxed around the force,”
Keagan explains. “You'd be relying on
black and white photocopies where you
couldn't point out detais like a scar on a
suspect's face. Now we can do that in full
colour.”

WORK-TIME TRAINING

The system also boasts a huge amount

The advantages of being able to deliver
training directly into the workplace are
matched by their abilty to more closely
monitor individual PCs' progress.
Touchscreen quizzes have been
designed to test users' understanding of
the training, and their results can be
uploaded back to HQ so their training can
be re-evaluated.

Policy information will be one of the
most important packages the Amiga
Kiosks are making available. Everything in
the police force is done according to
standing orders, and procedures must be

Stala Infochannel

Scala IC 500 is the soft
makes the Cleveland kiosk
ible. Better known as Info chan-

it's alréady been used to great effect
as an employee information system by
Ford

e package includes specially
designed backgrounds, drawing tools,

os for professic

tions and intuitive im
appeal is that despite its power, no
programming is required to create and
control interactive scripts.

over 200 wip

50 why the Amiga?

K s e
f many years experience working with video, audio,

R kimas ot mpason s Wl s

Him chooss the Amiga as the basi or the Kiosk

eme 7

ol T Ss0s ol e ettt o

rk, and the more peaple you have on that et
ho Slower It gets” Keating 190 Amiga L‘ampu!mg
“Now all of our kiosks have their own A4000 which are
networked for updating information and keeping it cur-
rent. So we can have one person or everyone on the
Kiosks and the speed is not affected.”

The AV team had been using Amigas long before
the inception of the kiosk scheme, however. An A4000
with an onboard PAR card was being used for video
briefings and they used Scala for side-based

photos and text, etc., on a simple A1200
then be given to a polie offcer for pre
youth clubs and in the communiy. Al they
was connect it up t0 a tel. From there on
ket dovlpig nd doveicping
nsidered other piatioms,

bl v hac s e range,
MACs,” Keagan replied. “While everyone vas|
diferent things, the Amiga’s graphic
absolutely phenomenal compared to th
ystoms.” :

Whats most inpressed e e, hovstel

control system instaled at tho cost of £15000
may sound like a lot of money, but Keagan
good value. “Compared to the cost of most IT:

presen-
tations. In fact, it was this later appiication that con-
vinced the team of the Amiga's potental and econormy.

“We found that rather than producing 35 mil sides,”
a complete Scala package with

he said, ‘we could do

T

Impressive

though it s at
this stage, the (eveland
experinent coud be just the
beging ey poce o in
the ountry was inted o the
aueh, and some haue aeady
enpressed inteest i setting
up @ simifar Amiga-based
sistom

Amiga Computing
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that's

The national crimestoppers car
publcieedon TV is us .m».. e
that's been brought on

indexed electronic book. The benefit of
this is that if an officer is on duty at 2am
and needs advice on the procedure for a
domestic burglary, he can access
this information immediately from the
touchscreens.

e developers have gone to great
efforts 1o ensure its an interesting service
as well as a useful one, however, and
most employees who have to make do
with a boring weekly news sheet can feel
justifiably jealous. In Clevelands police
forcs, the in-house printed magazine has
now been put on to the network with elec-
tronic clips, and there's an electronic bul-
letin board which announces all types of
social events. Officers can even get
involved by sending in messages or news.
about events, all of which can easily be
put on-line.

The national crimestoppers campaign
that you may have seen on TV has also
been incorporated with all the teletext
reports and video bulletins. There are
even competitions, an on-iine telephone
directory, news on staff discounts, and
information on training courses availabie.

Even when they're not in use, the
kiosks play a hot-loop of key news and
messages, and everything gets updated
50 regularly, its a full time job for one of
the development team'’s operators. While

anuts,” he says. “We think we'l have
ated that investment by selling our software
tim

Keagan rightly sings the praise o
Amiga and Scala, without which thes

artwork, all the content for the pa
the ot.

Impressive though it is at this st
the Cleveland experiment could be:
the beginning. Every police force in’
country was invited to the launch,
some have already expressed e

setting up a similar Amiga-based sys

Keagan enthused. “At the moment I
fofs iR C U
gone

Taday Cleveland, tomorrow the wor
might be exaggerating things 10 a id

lous degree, but there can be no doul
that the Amiga's credibity as a multm
dia workstation will benefit enormousl

multimedia ambitions after all



W RRAB... Rapid Frame sz=
€zl2ing on your Amiga

The revolutionary S-VHS ProGrab™ 24RT Plus with Teletext is not only the best way
to get crisp colour video images into your Amiga, from either live broadcasts or
taped recordings, it also costs less than any of its rivals. This real time PAL/
SECAW/NTSC* 24-Bit colour frame grabber/digitiser has slashed the price of
image grabbing on the Amiga and, at the same time, has received rave reviews
for its ease of use and excellent quality results. ProGrab™ has earned honours
from just about every Amiga magazine and Video magazines too!
And... with ProGrab™ you needn't be an expert in Amiga Video Technology,
a simple 3 stage operation ensures the right results - Real Time, after time.
1
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Amiga Havdware & Software Suppliers

A collection of 10 CD-Rom titles from the USA with the greatest collection of software ever
compiled on the Amiga range of computers. Each CD-Rom contains over 1.2 gigabyte of
the following:

Art, Business, Comms, Games, Virus Killers, Clipart, Pictures, DTP & General Utilities.
A must for any CD-Rom drive owner!!
All files are in a compressed format with decompression software included. A vast
majority of the software can be installed onto a hard drive or loaded from floppy disk.

Discounts are available on 2 CD-Roms or more.

SPECIAL OFFER TO ALL READERS
Buy any 2 CD-Roms for only £80.00 and choose a
further CD-Rom for only £20.00 (one order per customer only)



tach of the following titles is open to offer. Please phone us with the best price available.
he best offers from customers will secure your software title.

d Pro

gilliance 2

Deluxe Paint 4.6 AGA
eluxe Paint 5.0

final Copy 2 V2

Final Writer V3 Pagestream V3.0

Image FX V3 Personal Paint V6.1
Imagine 3.1 Pixel 3D Pro
Light wave 3.1 Pro Print

Pelican Press Pro Scala MM400

Super Jam
Media Point
Protext Vé

Vista Pro V3.05
Wordsworth V3.A

Only £9.99 per title or 2 titles for only £17.99

Aladdin Fields of Glory Megaball 3 Soccer Superstars
sloodnet James Pond 3 Out fo Lunch Subwar 2050
subble n Squeek Jungle Strike PGA Tournament Golf Super Stardust
surntime Kick Off 3 Pinball Iusions The Clue
Champ Rally King Pin Premier Manager 3 Theme Park
Deluxe Galaga Klondike 3 Road Kill Top Gear 2
Detroit Lion King Shadow Fighter UFO
Dream Web Lords of Realm Skeleton Crew

Only £9.99 per title or 2 titles for only £17.99
Mira Championship Manager 2 Lords of Realm Theme Park
Aien Breed Tower Assault  Crystal Dragon Mortal Combat 2 Top Gear 2
Alien Target Cyber Games Mr Blobby Touring Car Challenge
Al Terrain Racing Dawn Patrol Over Lord Tubular Worlds
Arcade Pool Death Mask Power Drive UFO
8andit Mania FIFA Soccer Premier Manager 3 Universe
8ase Jumpers Gunship 2000 Reunion Vital Light
8enefactor Heimdall 2 Robinson’s Requiem Whizz
8loodnet Ishar 3 Ruff 'n’ Tumble Wild Cup Soccer
subblegun Jungle Strike Sensible World of Soccer  X-It
Burntime K240 Shadow Fighter Zee Wolf
Cannon Fodder 2 Kick Off 3 Euro Challenge ~ Soccer Superstars
Centre Court Tennis 2 Lord of Infinity T-Racer
Ve are so confident that you will enjoy these CD-Roms that we will refund your money to you in full if you are not satisficd in any way with

your purchase. We have sold ov

Please make cheques or postal orders payable to Force Software & send your order with name and addy

0 of these titles to date with full customer satisfaction guarantee. What more can we say?

s included to:

Force Software, 1 Chisholm Place, Grangemouth, Stirlingshire, Scotland

To receive our latest CD-Rom & di:

an a
£4 P&P fo

All prices
All orders will be d

Ple:

oftware

CD-Rom s
include VAT. All offers are

'C CD-Rom software

il in details below an

Tel.

with the t PC CD-Rom software price
£2 for disk software All orde!

Ibject to availability. Please all

will b

sent by

to the above addre

available o

low up to 10 day for cheque

ed when appropriate funds have cleared, but please allow up to 21 days for

Wanted, overstocks and discontinued lines of|Amiga ClI

Will purchase upto 1000 titles, please send list to the above address.
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1 you're a power user and you

ower Computing A2000-040/060, the
Bpportunity is there 10 o for the 040 then
P Up your power 10 68060 standards

i later date.
Originally a GVP project and now
ufactured by TekMagic, this particu-
card is a flexible and sensible design

are o less than eight SIMM siots

iwo banks of four.

Why eight siots? Well, as any GVP
er wil tell you, the American Amiga

of 32-bit RAM, and as the

Y mix principle applies.

the banks aren't split across the two.

types. If the first bank of the 72-pin &
slots is used for a 4Mb SIMM, then the
first bank of the GVP slots cannot be
used, the GVP SIMM being placed in
bank 2 instead.

This sounds a litte confusing, but it's a
simple enough rule to follow and the
manual, though brief, has plenty of detail
on configuration and jumper settings to
get you through. Further expansion
comes in the shape of the built in SCSI-2
interface which has both an internal and

n external pass-through connection.
Driven directly from the on-card CPU, this
is a blisteringly fast interface with a theo-
retical maximum of 10Mb per second
transfer speeds.

Our test model - due to the manic
‘demand for and short supply of 680605 —
was supplied with a 68040, 50 we can't
bring you the board's fastest timings.
Previous Amiga Computing tests of
50MHz 68060 chips have confirmed the
new GPU's 90 Mips top speed, though,
and the chip wil perform just as fast on

Amiga Comp
CHRISTMAS 1995

Overall

simple jumper
Sotlia e e
padlgres, ine lsiget e
from Power Computi slot-in
ofavecaton v can tecorwer 10l
A2000 power user. Just wish they'd et
us keep it

Ease of use
Implementation
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he battle for the best text editor
has been fought long and hard
on the Amiga. While there might
be a fow die hard Unix freaks that love
lemacs, nobody will acmit o liking Ed. But
e pecple who have bought a commercial
ext editor have aways fallen into two rival
lamps; those that think Turbotext is the
lops, and those poor deluded fools that
b-ueve that Cygnus Ed rules the roost.

ere
mu put down that dirty CED dog and no
e.

Some of Turbotexts main advantages

ey, tho keyboard shortus — whi oth-
s, the ARexx support partcularly, have
seemed more obvious advantages

But some of Turbotext's real power lies

his flexibilty aiso means that if you are
die hard CED fan trying to wean yourself
brlo a superior editor, you can always set

which are absolutely vital 1o programmers
inahu

Ancther nice feature of Turbotext's defi-
niton file is that not everything has o be
bunched in the same file. You can have
links inside your defintion file that tell it to
ook elsewhere for further definitions. This
means that you won' need o keep editing
a dictionary file for each definition you set
up, you can simply link to one main file
from each of your defined definitions

Turbotext's manual is something of a
disappointment. Oh, the manual s fine. Its
clearly laid out, well-written and logically
organised. Its also extremely out of date
‘The manual supplied with every copy of
Turbotext v2 actually applies o Turbotext
V1.0, This isn't a complete balls up howev-
er, as Turbotext 2 now comes with a com-
plete oniine, context sensitive amigaguide

tAst CoRrkcTibn - wHatl FOR?

richet sk ded o et s o o 8 RIS N G R e s
i key on, for programmers working in a language which is case dependant,
:fo.paopis ho Fegularty spel i weri e e WHAR ) hotilah ottt
1 word with a list of words in its definition file (suitable definitions are set up
ARexx, C, Modula 2, COBOL, BASIC and Assembler) and change its case or
ling if necessary.

The beauty of this is that a huge dictionary of words that are never going to
used when you are programming doesn't have to be loaded. If you have

ords which you regularly misspell (for me it's always chnage instead of

ange), then this feature is a godsend and much faster than having to

ellcheck the document

Turbotext also offers a more manual method of dealing with chara

ition and case correction in the two macros assigned, by default, to the F3
F4 keys. Hitting F3 toggles the case of the letter under the cursor, and hi

3 F4 swaps the letter under the cursor with the preceding one. Much faster

an having to backspace and retype.

on and template completion functions

Some of the
real power lies nder things
i the standard menus. The
defintion for the mens is
Hestina siml tot i uhic
@ be efted

suwie

| review JISS

[urbocharged

=

Franfs flord was
surprised to see a tent
editor better than
Turbotent, but relieved
that it was Turbotent 2

manual which is as up to date as possible.
And because of the fact that Turbotext 2

is only really improved and ot actually rad-

ically changed, you could still read the

money you are paying for Turbotext, you
oughtto get an up-to-date, printed manual

The final word

The only problem with Turbotext, or
indeed GED, is getting people to pay for
its superb features. | think there is a per-
ception in the Amiga communit that pay-
ing money for such an everyday tool is a
bit odd (fle managers seem to fall in the
same category). Nobody has a problem
with paying out fifty quid for a word
processor, but no-one seems 1o want o
fash out the same kind of cash for a high-
powered text editor. Turbotext’s added
speed and increased compatibilty with
WE2 and 3 mean that i the best choice
for a moden text editor. Buy it

CHRISTMAS 1995

The bottom line
Product: Turbotext v2
Supplier: HiSoft
Price: £59.95
Tel: 01525 718181

Easeofuse________ 8
Implementation______10
Value for money—7
Overall 9




NEW PD ["DITIONS

3909 THIRD DIMEN s ussrs
3908 UL

ULTATE MANAGER .05 Realsc Footy Management! 3884 BOUNGER e Gam
3507 UNION TEAR DOWN THE WALL AGA on 3083 VOVAGER CARDSET For Hendhe A
3506 MASTER BLASTER V22 SupesDytebeckr Gme Glnel 3983 Aty Loy’ EABDGLY Eo i A

Lot D
3005 SHAPESHITER V3 oA Lted Mo Emteie For Amger 3881 CLAUDIA SCHIFFER CARDSET For Kondke
3904 BRAINCELL DEMO Nice Demol UPER ELF SQUAD Pl
3903 TURBOCAT PROV'1.1C Disk Catalogue Maker 3575 XA V20 Latet Specty o

AR Burger Bar Management Game! 3878 BLTR

P
3875 (AB) SILENTS DEMO "Frit Kiichen" HD only AGAY
3874 (AB) ZIF DEMO AGA HD Or
Kondke For KS2.0 Owners! 3872 (4B) €
K UTILS # Tons Of CLI Utis.
3893 THIRD DIMENSION #17 3D Cons. Kit Disk Mag

|Archives from the Internet site
dated August 95. This volume is
'biased towards Multimedia & DTP.

| Sheses
£16.99 ‘. £14.99

Contains updated data since the | | Includes around 500 variatons of
first release. Now includes Amos | | classics such as Pacman, Tetris
D 1 to 638, and loads of source! / | Defender, Breakout, Invaders etc.

MULTIMEDIA
y TOOLKIT2 M.ul OFFICIAL POV CD

£22.99| W= £19.99

i Mo o e et Akl IR cmm the music & ideo. | | images, scenes, source, utis &
PD. Justabout every area from | (pfo 2 Gigs of samples, | | tips for POV users. Aimed at
anims and mods lo:ﬂ.}is & qu o« imgcs objects & textures | creating original 3D images!

SPECCY | ZOOM ClI

SENSATIS
£19.

the complete
ch PD library

m RAYTRACE!

|
Lhames info, images,




ppointments, time schedules,
reminders of tasks 1o be done —

new organiser for your best loved
Amigaphile.

Like Digta's Organiser, On the Bal is
a calendar, address book, 10 do list,

ca fiofax, s0 you can forget all about a

On the Ball does, on the other hand,
have a competitive range of features, and
the interface has some advantages
despite its lack of glamour. The program
Is all accessed from a tiny calendar win-
dow you can constantly have in the cor-
er of Workbench, making it convenient
access in the middle of working on
another task.

Clicking on a date opens the multi-

5

though dates is very simple, although its
ot 50 instinctive a process as it is in
Organiser.

Appointment utilty is one of the

TIMESAVERS
There are timesaving features such as
the option o automatically repeat regular

tor for cut and paste jobs, and again,
feminders can be attached to each item.
The address book features a convenient
Rolodex layout and has mail merge plus
search and sort capabilities that will
make it a handy area of the overall pack-
age. Finally, there’s the notepad where
you can jot down other forms of informa-
tion, though in appearance this is On the
Balls most scrappy element.
Customisation is possible using the
Jabels or ‘Tags, thus allowing you t0 cre-
ate new categories ke birthdays or busi-
ness and identiy it with a unique colour

or symbol. This might not be as
fancy as Organiser's supple-
ments, but its probably more

Gkl % ol rversis Lnar management game,
St
; §
G Al e i but rather a commercial

There are lots of fiddly
buttons in odd places,
making what should be’
simple tasks more

organiser to take on

complicated, and Digita’s Organiser.
though the manual
s seeme: [heaper it may be, but is
unnecessarily g

it any good ?

Lareth lofthouse found out

SYSTEM ESSENTALS

Workbench

fact that it's not
fully font sensitive.
point 1o note is that there's not
much point buying this if you don't have
a battery for a clock to keep the program
p to date. These often come on acceler-
ator boards or you can buy a Turbotech
clock for about £20 from Siren Software.
e
As T sbc In oriicia reven tha whole concapt o cors
puterised orga slightly dubious. None of these
grams is quicker, easier to use, or more h
real filofax, and people aren't going to boot up their Amigas
overy time they want to check the time of an appointment.
f, on the other hand, you spend a lot of time in front of your
Amiga, it does make sense to have such a program on hand.
Ball's strength its unobtrusively in the
comer until you need to use one of its facilities.
Of course, it lacks the polish and simplicity of Organiser,
and if they were the same price then it's the Digita program I'd

The bottom line

Product: On the Ball
Price: £29.95 + £3 p&p
Supplier: Hi-Soft
Tel: 01525 718181

be buying. On the Ball is still a decent package, however, and Ease of use 7
being much cheaper it will justifiably appeal to Amiga users Implomentation. 7
who balk at the thought of shelling out £50 for an electronic Value for money. 8
flofax.

Overal 7

Amiga Computing
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veryone knows that file man-
agers and databases are indis-
pensible components in the
Amiga's software set-up, but they're not
ihe sort of things to stir the blood. Most of
s would rather spend serious money on

Fortunately, we may now have access.
o @ decent file manager and a database
at the surprisingly low price of £30.
Optonica’s Info Nexus 2/Data Nexus

on the long-time acknowledged leading
fle manager, Directory Opus. Version 5

Powe

ol that powerful program, with its multiple
windows and quirky innovations, was not
1o everybody's liking, however, and
Optonica seem set to capitalise on this.

In contrast to Opus, Nexus 2 has the

launch programs with a double-click of
ihe mouse.

New for this version is the Image
Browser function, a facilty that will search

size viewing, and they can select files

. Freebase

companion, Data Nexus, is another surpri

gnumber, time, text and data. More

they want which will remain highlighted
for mistake-free batch processing. The
interface incorporates ‘pop and roll'
menus that will come up anywhere in the
screen on pressing the right mouse but-
ton — a feature that works reasonably
well once you're used to it. Another new
addition, however, is a feature called
Dynamic Typing

“This new option displays each file with

searching and sorting more of an instinc-
tive exercise.

Like Opus, users can configure Nexus.
so that it will perform preset actions
when a particular file type is double-
clicked on, a feature that makes using

L review IR

bt many of us will
o A i e

the program seem easier and more nat-
ural. Add to that powerful networking
support in the form of Envoy, and a
point-and-click help function, and Info
Nexus begins to look like a decent litle
performer.

[ management

Directory Opus 5 was 5o different it

was hardly recognisable as a file

manager, but the big changes didn’t
suit everyone. flow Gareth Lofthouse
reports on Info flekus E, @ program

with more of a traditional appeal

Despite the fact its been thrown into the pack for free, the file manager's L

surprisingly powerlul program. Using the

Kind of bland but usable interface, it can hande all the usual types of Mﬂu muunl
‘advanced calcul

ing, for exampl

T n ips

“of the mouse.

type of networking support as found in the file manager. Searching power isn't bad
sither, thanks o a tool that allows users to add things like search crieria with a click

Amiga Computing
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Final count

The price on this package is
low considering the features each of the
programs offers. lronically, this could prej-
udice people against the quality of the.

, despite the fact its really quite
impressive. True, Info Nexus is hardly
g0od looking and it lacks the power or
configurabily of Directory Opus. Simiarly
Die e e
bases fike Twist:

It you're Iunk!ng for a reasonable
‘amount of worthwhile features in pack-
ages that will do the job perfectly ade-
quately, you'll be hard pushed to beat this
winning team from Optonica.

SYSTEM ESSENTIALS

LACK - Recommended

The bottom line

Product: Info Nexus
Price:

Supplier: Optonica

Tel: 01455 556262

Ease of use
Implementation
Value for money.
Overall

.
no~o
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he never-ending quest for
speed. Whatever computer you

have, no matter how fast it is,
Jou are always gong to end up drumming
your fingers on the desk staring at a
Sowly growing percentage bar, or tire-
somely spinning watch pointer. What is
e answer? Buy an accolerator.

Now, no-one is saying an accelerator
is going o banish al that waiting about,
even Captain Picard has to wait a short
while for the Enterprise computer to
feply, but it sure does help.

This latest incamation of the Blizzard
sports a full 50Mhz 030 including the

1U - no messing around there. If you
o your sums, this will make your tired
10 A1200 up 10 seven times as fast ~
Just under half the speed of an A4000.
Having the MMU s also a bit of a boon
s it allows you 10 use virual memory, or
Enforcer i you are a programme

When you first see the Bizzard it looks
fike someone has cut a big chunk out of
ihe side, due to an edge connector which

d the chance 1o test this yet, but would
jassume the end result would be a new.

i you have extra memory installed, by
placing a jumper on the board the

fimiga's Kickstart ROM will be automai-

or all you speed junkies out there,
ihis Blizzard might not be fast enough

ower's Falcon 040/060, which comes.
ith the SCSI 3 interface as standard.
It is also worth considering that if
add a Co-processor and the
2 Gt etk ot ek
rt of the base Falcon, which is.
vice as fast
Tiar e 2080 Bhzzar on the ot
hers (550 i o .
e e 5554 8 e s st

should speed up OS
operations such as
Window redraws and
gadget operations. | can
never tell the difference
between the two,
it also means
lose 1/2Mb, so
never bothered with such
functions.

When it comes to
actually choosing what

should get at least 2Mb
when you purchase any
accelerator. Otherwise,
any speed advantage is
all but lost due to
programs being run out
of the much slower chip
RAM.

Firstly, any size of
SIMM is catered for, from
1Mb all the way up to
128Mb ~ when they
become available and if
you could actualy afford
one! Nothing unusual
there, but the Blizzard
also suppors the use of
PC 36:Dit SIMMs. Now,
normal computers only
need 32-bit SIMMs —
these are the ones nor-
el wsqion Ak I
accelerators ~ but the
PC needs extra bits for
parity checking its
memory. Hence the extra
4ebits

“The advantage of 36-bit SIMMs s that
they are nomally a lie cheaper due to
the higher demand for them, 50 you might
want 10 use one of thesa instead of the
usual 32-bit SIMMs. Now donit go thinking
you will end up with any extra memory as
the Blizard just ignores these extra bits.

e final memory-related feature the
Blizzard has depends on the speed of
memory SIMM you are using. The mini-
mum SIMM speed the Biizzard can take
is 70ns, due to the high clock rate of the
processor. f, however, you get hold of a
60ns SIMM you will be able 10 get up to a
further 10 per cent speed increase by
fiting a jumper on the board.

Finally i, or whatever reason, you need

uter o ignore the entire expansion boards,
including the processor, memory and
SCSI interface by simply holding down the

YT Ry o1 we i B SV ESoT R oD s
= — = o o)

ECRE

S e ] |

Yet another
arcelerator Ji
the fray in the A1200
speed battle. IIEI?/IIM{

-

2 key when you boot your computer ~ this
is potentially very useful.

The Biizzard is a good 030 accelerator,
and with the recent price drop is very com-
petivay priad. You shoukd remanbet

v, that though the plain board may
predelingtna sl
a 4Mb SIMM, Co-processor and SCSI-2
module, this adds a fairy hefty £300 plus
tothe initial price of the board.

SYSTEM ESSENTIALS

RED - Esconiial_BLACK = Recommended

The bottom line

Product: Blizzard 1230-1V
Suppller Galdon Harwoad
Price: 9.95

Ca Pro 979 95
SCSI-2: £89.95
Phone: 01773 836781

Ease of use

ng
CHRISTMAS 1995
Roealallth B iR 1LY

LR X

Value for money.
Overal




AMIGA GAMES |

£0.99p Each

£4.99p Each

Title Code Number
Bionic Commando . AMO1
Bad Lands Pete... AMO2
Defender 2 AMO3
Nine Live: AMO4

Chronicles of Omega.

£1.99p Each

Title Code Ni
Eye of the Beholder. A
Jungle Strike (A1200) ... ...
Jungle Strike. .. ... . e
Top Gear 2 (A1200) .. .

F1 Championship Edition. . . .
Tornado .
Jimmy White's Snooker
Police Quest 3
Sim City (A1200) s 5oy
Sim Earth...... e

Space Quest 3.
Cannon Fodder . ... ..

Title Code Number
Body Blows. AMO7
Championship Manager 92/93 AMO8
Club Foothall

Football Glory (A1200)..
Microprose Soccer

Title Code Nus

Winter Olympic:

£2.99p Each

Title Code Number
Championship Manager 83/94... e AM1 3
E Motion AM14

Gunship AM15

Ct i Manager Italia 95
Cannon Fodder 2
Detroit (A1200)...ccovvvve
Micr

New World of Lemmings (A1200)......
Powerdrive...
Premier Manager 3 [AIZDD) ......
Monkey Island 2 - Le chucks revenge..
Space Quest 4.... e

Mortal Kombat
Kings Quest 2..... e i bsisasoc i
Rise of the Robots.....

Rise of the Robots (A1200
Total Carnage (A1200)
PGA Euro Golf (CD32) €001

£9.99p Each

Title Code Nu
Delphine Classic Collection.
contains: Flashback, Cruise for a Corpse, Another Wor
Operation Stealth, Future Wars

Sensible Soccer

ALL GAMES ARE BRAND NEW & FIJI.I.Y

ORDER HOTLIN

217 London Road, Apsley, H




CRAZY PRICES!

- sV EED ORDER FORM

FREE Game waorth £7.99
with every order.

It's NOT Shareware.
Orders must be £9.99 or over!!

Please send me: . e

Total goods value...........
P&P (@ 50p per game)
Amount enclosed............

Credit Card order hotline: 01442 233996
Cheques and Postal Orders send to:

Games Without Frontiers Limited
217 London Road, Apsley, Hemel
Hempstead, Herts. HP3 9SE.

Post and Packing 50p for each game.

ORDER QUICKLY - LIMITED STOCKS!

FREE DUST I:[WER WITH EVERY ORDER.

01442 233996

| Hempstead, Herts HP3 9SE




(ALPHA-RAY
 Pistol-Grip handle
» Three fire buttons.
» LED indicator
o Six microswitches
o Suction cups for extra

 Autofre facilty

o))

. Bringing the best out of computing .

» Two fire-buttons
 Eight-direction thumb
control

o Autofire

« Six foot connector
cable

£9.99INC. VAT

o The footpedal works in
conjunction with a
joystick. Any joystick
function can be
transferred to the pedals
to enhance all types of
driving, fiying or sports
games.
£19.99
INC. VAT

Mu‘\\medla Stereo
Speaker System

 Designed to be mounted
on a computer monitor

« For any computer with
audio output or PC
musicivoice card, ke
Sound Blaster, Ad Lib,

ovox

o Builtin booster
circuitry and magnetic
shielding

o Also acoepts output
from a Walkman,
Discman, CD player

5 £16.99
INC. VAT

Pistol-Grip handle

Eight microswitches
Suction cups for extra

= x SPEEDMOUSE )
i Switchable mouse for o
i ASTION PAD AN both the Amiga and

Atari S
Feather-touch button

Smooth and accurate

Comfortable to use e

Five fire butions
LED indicator

stabilty
Autofie faciity
£14.99

INC. VAT

trol
000pi

ent

£14.99
INC. VAT

g

LOGIC 3 A
FW 111 - Digital Freewheel for Amiga/ST/C64 etc.
FW 123 - Analog Freewheel for Ami
Can you imagine Nigel Mansell using a joystick to contrl
his car around a high-speed track? Probably not, Thats
we came up with the Freewheel. Just plug it into your
computer joystick port and experience the real sensationd
diiving
o Suitable for alltypes of drving and flying games
o Uses unique angle-sensitive switches
o Extra-long connector cable.
 Does not need to be mounted or

fixed to a surface

‘ SPECTRA UNIT 27 NORTHFIELD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, BERESFORD AVENUE, WEMBLEY, MIDDLESEX HAO 1NW, ENGI

/) TELEPHONE: 0181 900 0034 - FACSIMILE: 0181 903 6625 - HOTLINE 0181 902 2211




Reviewed
Flight of the Amazon Queen

Yes, itis finally here, and we're not lying either. Is Time Warner
Inferactive's adventure the game of the year? Possibly

Alien Breed 3D

We point out the Christmas hits and misses that
have been spawned during the past year

Infersect Developments

After Gloom, Fears, Citadel et al. Can this beat '°<
all the other doom-style games out so far? c
=
Virtual Karting g ’
Fabio Bizetti’s Virtual Karting has the opportunity of 3 |
crossing the line in first position 3
; =)
HEETE <
c
Sheet Racer 8 o
]
A work in progress look at how the Amiga version is shaping up 8
>
Features 3
Christmas Hits ‘g
Q
3
S
«Q

The two-man team behind Intersect Developments
falk to System about their latest shoot-'em-up, Atrophy

Fabio Bizetti

The programmer of Virtual Karting talks fo
System about the Amiga industry and ifs future

=

Competition

Win the excellent new Chaos Pack courtesy
of one of the biggest Amiga disfibutors in the country, Silica




SYSTEM

news

By Andy Maddock

Dungeon
doom

Before you even think it
game is not Doom of any

description. It's merely a

Lost in the Amiga debacle

game grap!

Hiviso ot o st point and click adventure in which you'll
meet a series of people and places. It's allto do with the famous
mystery ship, the Mary Celeste. Obviously the game is half fic
tion, although all the dates, names and map co-ordinates are

completely frue.

From what | have seen of the Welcome levels, the animation ~ of the Lost aad ithough you can't

and sounding superb. There s a range of sampled dialogué]
which accompanies the game and it adds that litte bit extra i
terms of playabilty.

Unfortunately, Tr-Logik Studios, the developers, are stillooking]
for a publsher after Rasputin'’s unexpected departure from thel
Amiga world, However, when the actual quaitty of Limbo of fhel
Lost s revealed, | can't see Tr-Logk having any problem)
finding @ publisher.

The pre:

Virtually gone already!

Nu sooner nad Virtual Karting made an appear-
miga, than author Fabio Bizzett

e RO 4 e O\ e e penning in

some details for their future release - Starfighter.

It's an epic shoot-'em-up which wil take
advantage of the A1200s chipset by using a frue
3D perspective, not fo mention asteroids, space
stations and planets. There are fwo game modes
fo follow, The arcade option aliows you fo play
single mission and travel freely around the
game, and the ofher is on adventure whereby
The xcion fakes phac o 171 & sionoad -
following a piot.

It wil recognise a joypad. digital and ano-
logue joysticks, and diso any accelerator boards
or FasfRAM. This will be another game publshed
by OTM, which exploits the Amiga's hardware fo
the maximum. Finally. aithough it will come on
five disks, they wil all be installable, keeping the
disk access down fo a bare minimum.

Starfighter is set for release af the stort of
January ‘96, with a CD32 version to follow. The
developer. Fabio Bizefti, has turmed down offers
fo program for the PC and the Playstation
because he believes the Amiga is fhe best
machine - with commitment like fhat, Starfighter
con't possibly go wrong.

ion in Limbo is superb, it should
et you on the road for a journey of a lifetime

Amiga, and it's absolutely packed fo the raffers fool
it wil either come on a standard CD for the CD32 or
15-20 floppy disks depending on your own set-up.
Thankfuly, the disks are hard disk installable.

The CD will boast reak-time speech and atmospheric effects
e the original

L imbo of the Lost is finaly making ifs debut on the

This is the

cond level from Limbo

o,

e Crstiient st elieets'

Sig , here

OTM have signed two new development feams
who are curtently working on two brand new
games.

Weathermine Software are the first team and
their game is called XP8, It's a vertical scroling 2D
shoot-‘em-up with 256 colours and runs at 50
frames per second - taking advantage of all the;
Amiga’s infemal and exteral hardware.

The other product s called QP-Tennis and i§
currently being worked on by an ltalian develop-
ment feam. Not only does it confain an arcade
mode for up fo four players, but aso @ full career
option for up fo 32! All the major competitions
are Involved, namely the ATP tour and Dovis
Cup. There's aiso a Crazy Toumnament where you
can play against seven of he word's best plays
&rs and execute some Impossible shofs, and aiso
play on some ludicrous surfaces.

QP-Tennis willinclude 300 frames of animation
for each player 128 colours for each felevisions
siyle view, different referees, inesmen, bal-boys.
speech. and the players will even argue with the
decisions. f it plays as good as it sounds, tennis
fans wil be in for a real freat next Spring

XP8 wil be released early next year, with GP-
Tennis following sut lafer. We'll keep you
informed of their progress




\P-P-P-Pick one up

Penguins wos planned fo be released by
Aiternative Software, although, the programmer,
iScott Hayne has decided o go solo and publish
it himself. Apparently, he'd’ rather keep the
ieopyright for the game so he can add bifs fo it
ond relecse data disks as he wishes.

s well os collecting some eggs against the
clock

You fake control of a Wolif who can drop
ibombs, fiick switches and open doors. Although

Platform games have complet
during the last few months,
tion - beginming with Pevguine.

it may sound like it's a simple game that just
requires an ounce of logic, the Penguins both
have special affributes fhat can only be used in

Sercin siuctons. Therefors, the Penguins cre
assigne mplete, and with 60 levels
Vol ot o o s s e ook
damn near impossible.

The first Penguin can collect all the keys for
the opening of doors, whie the second s used fo
dispose of beasties. Therefore, forward planning
and an extreme sense of problem solving is

required
Bou controt the Wort, and the idea We'll be able fo see how Penguins is shaping
(uide thase Penguins to somewners safe up when we give it a full review next month.

Extra time

Player - Manager 2 has
already become one of the
successful games since s
release. If's rated very highly
in the charts and adding fo
their success, Anco are
releasing the firstin along ine.
of data disks.

Player Manager 2 Exfra -

players and teams, not fo
mention new graphics. sound
effects and many more
thiiling features. It should be
coming your way very soon,
look out for i,

Since the success of Timekeepers, Portsmouth-
based Vulcan Software have been working on

their new Theme Park-like release, Hillsea Lido.
Have you ever been fo the seaside - seen all
the afiractions? Have you ever wondered who
actually is in charge of it ll? Well, | don't know,

=~ butl do know that Vuican Software are releas-
e susme MANASERERT, ing a firstin gaming entertainment - a seaside

jement simulator. Afer the success of
Sim City and Theme Park, the world was crying
out for a new 'sm' game, and now your
prayers have been answered,

Yes, you have fo take control of what you put  It's a Wednesday! There are some nude birds
Boobs

on your pier, whether it's stalls, shops, affrac- ~ around, with thei

tions, parks or even shows. You play a vifal part
in being the seaside’s manager, responsible
for booking gigs at the local fheatre fo afract
the crowds, and generally making the money
and pleasing the visitors. What could be sim-
pler than organising a few Donkey rides?
The characfers themselves are programmed
fo be as intelligent as posshlo o fhey wH act
accordingly fo what you do and how you do
1. Consequently, you cerainly won't get away with cheap, sugary ice-cream and warm son
diinks for £1.50 @ throw - like in rea
The graphics are looking excelent, especially with a vast array of spies and animations of
e Bifsh public rying o get o gps with the afiractions.
We'll see how many coconuts Hillsea Lido will manage fo knock off the stand when we give
ta full review next month,

funny
we

out, woo-hoo!
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S | 2] 000 Saem]

Special Ofisr
C64 & 45 games pack
Spectrum V2 & 50 games
Vic 20 & 30 games

All 3 packs for only £9.99
SEE LEFT FOR DESCRPTION ___

0 5 e T s o oy i ot o e 50 |
NOW ONI.V £29. 99
€64 v3 & 400 GAM

C64 v3 PK4

5 st oy ot o 5
Lo o Sy by o e _
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HARDWARE AT UNBEATABLE PRICES™"

A6°° MEMORY Smart Star ...30Mb -£49.96

Hull Me upgrud; e e

mplee &

mrluuwnlmjdy

gt
st e o o e
vk .5 st e o

Zappo External
disk drive Onlp £30.99
(fr ee P‘& )

SOFTWARE 2000 DOUBLE CD CONTAINS

el By oy 0 s s s s SOFTWARE 20 vy e o e CO o
B e
o oy St Ve i e 1 O

£15.
For A500 Plus/A600 & 42000

EXAMPLE OF DISKS CAN BE FOUND ON THE DOUBLE CD SIT
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NEW-MAGIC WB

(IMPROVE YOUR WORKBENCH
Al
= A’v“zgz
EXTRA FOR USE WITH ABOV
MAGIC WB EXTRA vol 1-12 (2 Disks n!v volume)

0 OROER AN MAGICWB EXTAA ST WAITE MG
BACK DROP FOR USE W

Magic W8 AGA

e WB Vol 7-12.
vl (125 only £
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PUBLISHER

Warner Interactive

DEVELOPER

Binary lllusions
PRICE

£29.99

m

HD INSTALL
Yes

SUPPORTS
A1200

=@

The cartoon style of the graphics works
well with the tone of the game

e first reported on fhis game way
back in December 1994, many
months ago. It looked great, and we

all looked forward fo it coming in. We.
walted and waited. And we waited.
Finally though, we have the final version and it
was worth the wait. In fact, it's a mira u'te
actually getting this review this month because
ed away from the
itor
getting irate for not having any copy in this
month. This does actually benefit you because
we're nearly ot the end of the game and if all
goes fo plan you should be gefting the cheat
mode very soon - well, that's our excuse.

S0 as you've probably gleaned already. this
is a highly addictive game that's likely to keep
you glued to the monitor until you finish it It's an
adventure game that follows the exploits of Joe
King. He's a pilot with a mission fo fake the
glamorous fiim star, Faye Russell, off fo an exotic
location for a film shoot.

Disaster strikes even before take off and Faye
Is whisked away by one of Joe's fivals. Joe even
tually rescues her and they confinue thei jinxed
journey. A storm brews, lightening strikes, and
the crew end up stranded In the Amazonian jun-
gle. They then stumble across an evil plof Involv-
ing a kidnapped princess, a mad scientist, and
ladenhosen. Well, it gets more involved than this
but | won't spoil it for you because the game
has a great way of revealing the plot os you go
along

There are many more good points and what
Is parficularly successful is how well the puzzles
run together. This s probably why I've not left my
computer for so long because uniike some

The glamorous film star looss
patience with the hero, Joe King

character of Inspector Dussentier, trying to
fhe murderer on a cruise ship. Some of the cl

owever, were a litle strange and FOAQ wi
far better with more logical puzzles.

The Secret of Monkey Island
As mentioned countiess fimes before, Mot

Jones because of the fim-style piot.
you'd expect, graphics have come on lea
and bounds since then and FOAQ certaik
Iooks the part

adventures, you're never left stuck in one plac
- you can go around, collect other clues and
then come back, which all works exceptional
well. Another aspect which makes you keep
playing is the fact you don’t die for stupid red

Dialogue is usually relevant and adds
£ the theme of the movie-style plot




FaTarsesan®

Clues are logical - you've found a banana
now find a monkey (presumably)

The clues are very logical foo, without
so they sfil remain

The presentation is also fop notch, with a
ser-friendlly icon system and well set out
reens. Graphics keep fo a cartoon style with

e nice animations, and they all manage fo

you
must choose ons of the muliple choice answers

Secrot storage rooms can be uncovered
by moving various objects

Reviewed by Tina Hackett

he Amazon

providing realism. Another innovative fouch is
the way in which you can use the pinnacle fo
move fo each location. This gives you a bird's
eye view of your surroundings and you can then
click on the place you want o go to next. The
music, though, can start fo grate, although it
does change according fo location. Sound
effects are a lttle sparse but they are at least
relevant.

Each of the game’s many characters has
been imaginatively created. Joe is the stereo
typical cocky hero and Faye, the haughty
actress, which is perfect for the 1940's adven-
ture theme. This provides for some entertaining
dialogue.

Speech aims for witty repartee and despite
some obvious double entendres, it works well,
However, whether it would sut the younger
player, | couldn't say.

The witch doctor outside Trader
Bob's could prove us

¢ Thanks to an
imaginative
setting,
enjoyable
puzzles and
intriguing plot,
it has all the
ingredients fo
become a
fimeless
classice

Advenfure games have
b dcne countless times

and | wos doubfful
'hor "Shis woukd moet e
mark. However, it comes
prefty damn close and s
one of the most enjoyable
fiies I've played for ages.
Thanks to an imaginafive
sefting, enjoyable puzzies,
and infriguing plot, it has ol
the ingrediens fo become a

velopers have
o e job in providing
a quality Amiga fitle in this
period ~ of sub-standard
releases and poor cashins.
Let's hope this sells well
enough o persuade Warner
Inferactive ond  Binary
iusions o confinue releas-
ing such excellent fifies on
the Amiga.




The 2D view is shown in all its glory. This is the 3D view
You can toggle this with various which is zoomed out as
ingles and zoom controls far as it possibly can

ready to fill up the rather blank look-
ing Amiga shelves in games retaller’s
stores

everywhere.

Fabio Bizetti, the -
OVERALL author of Virtual
Karting, has some
very sfrong views
on the Amiga and
issues that suround

fler a promising preview two or fhree
A months ago, Virtual Karting is now

iy agree with a Reviewed by Andy Maddock
o™ number of the
| among other topics. What he does
mention is that as certain people abuse the
£24.95 Amiga Industry, such as pirates, he himself
would much rather develop and produce
> games that only he and his friends could enjoy
personally.

at
When you think about it, he's actually mak-  obviously karting around France, specifica
ing a reasonable and perfectly valid point. Why
SUPPORTS should developers produce games for pirates
00 to abuse and ruin? But anyway, OTM, the pub- R S R Tt =18 ] Track,

lishers, have managed to squeeze Virtual

Karting into the market for the Christmas -~ .
crowds, and with Leading Lap just finished if -Best‘Race L
Best:Race Tim

S 4

Iooks like it's going fo be a festive fight

1%

In the preview, as said before, Virtual Karting
Iooked very promising. I've been frying o think
back fo the early days, attempting fo recollect
another karting game, but I'm afraid | keep
falling miserably. As this is the only one in its
particular genre, any karting fans out there wil
be oo happy to receive this cleverly
wrapped present nestled snugly under the
Christmas free. The idea Is to take on a series of

Life's a beach if
re a Virtual

Karter, man

1 The fly-by view shows the special
awkward bends, and possibl




Karting is becorming more and more popular
across the globe. Only recently | have noticed
| the world championships broadcast on satel-
ife telovision. It's looks quite ridiculous
 because there are all these countries fighting
it out just as seriously os in Fomuia One.
Having said that though, karfing is becoming
even more popular thon F1. Most people wil
"never live o race oround Siverstone in a
Wiliams Honda, but you can quite readily
' race around a karting frack somewhere in the
world for a nominal fee.

1 you've never fed 1, | suggest you find
fhe nearest frack and get rocing. If's one of
‘the most action packed and exhllcmﬂng
| sport ever - in my opinion.

Paris. The Eiffel Tower is clearly lurking around in
he background detail. From fhis you can see
whot great lengths the developers have gone
o fo produce the detail. Before you begin

There it is! The tower. Anyone
B o 5 e the ane iace of Mstory
will realise it doesn't really look like this.

each race, you are shown a fly-by view of the
entire frack. Here you can plan out which cor-
ners are the best for overtaking, and check out

any
chicanes that may prove a problem. Also, iden-
tifying the pifs is o must because stopping fo
rejuvenate your kart is essential if you want to
be in with a chance of winning

One of the finest touches included In VK is
that when you press down on fhe accelerator
you see your foot actually act - t's the same
with the broking t00. Instead of just a still pic-
ture of a kart on @ moving frack, these fouch-
es actually make that small difference in the
realism. There are two karfs o choose from.
The 100cc is the less powerful of the two,
although because of this the actual handiing
is for better. The 125cc kart is by far the faster
of the two, s use of the brakes in all of the
tracks Is @ necessity.

SPEED AND PLAYABILITY

There are two main angles from which you
can view the action. The first is 3D which looks
as if you are actually siffing in the kart. The 2D
view s from above, much like @ bird's eye view,
and although it is far easier o handle the karts
in 2D, it difficult fo see which comers are com-
ing next.

If you would like to know what kind of
technical specifications have been made to
accommodate the speed of detall of VK. on an
accelerated machine, Virtual karfing runs at 50
frames per second which, to be honest, is quite
spectacular. If you're running it on a standard
1200, it s siightly less impressive - running at @
steadly speed of 25 frames per second

Fabio Bizetti pointed out that speed and
playabilty was his main concentration during the:
development, and although this seems like a fair
point, | can't help feeling that Amiga games-
players wil be wanting more in ferms of graphics.

Overall, this product moves very swiftly, plays
extremely well and certainly doesn't lack
presentation. The only gripe is the manner in
which it moves. Although technically it sounds
far more superior fo that of other racing
games, fhe grophics become so annoyingly
Wi, heatute 1 the oniy inevitable
utcome, especially affer a good haf hour
smung info the screen.

¢ One of the
finest touches
included in VK
is that when
you press
down on the
accelerator
you see your
foot actually
act - it's the
same with the
braking foo ¢
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ecture

1995 was the year for Doom clones on the
Amiga. We are stil awaiting a finished copy of
‘Allen Breed 3D and @ Poléh offering called but It did, Fears from Manyk software arved
Citadel, but in the meantime we have been gob- only a few months loter and resident
¥ed by two games from publshers, reviewer Andy Maddock was so impressed by!
Guidnall The fist was Gioom - and we fhought it it's smooth scrolling and graphical
‘couldn't get any befter. superiority

Thct wcs

the vear
ot Tho’r WQSs..

classic games

released for

the Amiga this |
year, System
give you the
round-up of
the best games
(and the worst) Probbly Sensblo Soffware's ket over Ao

game, they once again stamped their mark on a

we‘ve seen In ‘genre with a top qualty golf game. It concen-

trated on giving the players a fun arcade chak
1995 lenge which was ideal for a mult-player match.

An immensely realitic football man-
agement sim. Player Manager 2 from
Anco was awarded an impressive 94
per cent, Cited as "better than
Utimate Soccer Manager and On the
Ball t's got fo be on every footbal
fan's Christmos It




Following on the success of his hit game
Civilzation, Sid Meier went on fo deveiop

Bicovarect and pife you kntho e of Vicaroy of
the New World.

The sequel fo Desert Sfrke got converted fo the
Amiga fo much crifical acclaim. A good mixture
of strategy and arcade action, it challenged the
player fo confrol the helicopter and at the same
time complete missions in a shoot-"em-up syle.

Chyristmat Tugkeys
There have been some good
games this year but there
have also been the bad.

Turkey of the Year.

me: Snog £
Roviewedt Morc ACB4

Awtul storyiine, dreadful graphics

and nil playabilty, this beat-'em-

ek license had them all - includ-
ayings from

Digital fiusions’ best pinbail game fo date is
Pinbal fiusions. It was made AGA only 1o incorpo-
& G new Hres mode for multioall, boasted
excellent graphics and realistic gameplay. If
jou've not aiready got Pinballliusions then sfick
ihis on your Christmos fist and not Pinball Mania.

Sequels can sometimes be a poor comparison
1o their predecessors. Fortunately, Super
Skiamarks was a great improvement on fhe.
original with new cars including cows on
‘wheels, and many screen modes which
support up fo four ployers. Very playable and
very addicfive,

This s the one that won me over fhis year - prob-

ably because it was he only game | couid actu-

aly beat my colleagues of. It was a big improve:
ment on the original and fhe graphics were by

This CD32 race-'em-up had reviewer Gareth
Lofthouse sneaking back fo fhe control pad.
Developed by revered New Zealand company,
Acid Software, it was described as “another friumph
for a software house that con take a smple idea
and make it shine.”

Sensble Soccer. t's major differ-
ence was that it incorporated a
management angle as well as
the actual match. This went
down a storm d afew bugs
‘which they later rectified by
bringing out @ bug fixer:

Reviewed way back at the very
beginning of fhe year was SWOS,
the sequel fo the hit footballsim,

1 fhiers such as 1y 58
small but you just lost big” and I
‘am foo smart for your foolish
style.” It's worrying what some

people consider frightening.

Tite: Ruffian

Scored:
Reviewsd: May, AC86

May had its fair share of abysmal
‘games. in fact it wos probably
the worst month of the year for
them. Ruffian, Whiz and Angst
i raised heir ugly heads and

fell head long into the pit of bad

review scores. Ruffian was o
platformer and aifhough fhere’s
nothing wiong wih that i
they’re well done, it quite frankly
wasn't wih fired graphics and
unoriginal gameplay.

Title: Whiz
Scored: 40%
Reviewed: May, AC8

*How did such a turkey end up

the worst platformers of the year:
Over-colourful graphics. and an

frustration of the whole thing
worse.

Tite: Angst
Scored: 26%
Reviewed: May, AC86

Oh deathis one was certainly
not well received when it landed
in the office. In fact it wos
described as *about os excifing
aeavokin o mutsfoy cor

‘and our reviewer could
iy s gt (o G couple
of hours befors he colopsed
rom




¢ Street Racer
includes all

the characters,
the 24 textured
tracks, and wait
for it - three
soccer

pitches! ¢

these MegaDrive
screens! Streot Racer is
very professionally designed product

z-_.l_l)

his parficular racing gome
was released on fhe SNES
about a year ago and with
the Megadiive version
cently folowing sulf, it was
highly likely that an Amiga version would
follow. Street Racer on the Amiga is sef fo
be released just In fime for some festive fun
courtesy of UBI Soft
Vivid Image, the developers, are previously
known for fheir past products, namely Fist ond
Second Samurai - both of which have proved fo
be very successful during the last year or two.
On the console formats, Strest Racer gained
fable scores in most magazines, If featured
ully textured fracks and a whole host of charac-
ters fo choose from. It is said that Street Racer wil
push fhe A12001o s absolte it by inclucing o

Ths Sont scréan cption sheukd
fast as the single
T st maind oo

By Andy Maddockil

the characters, the 24 textured fracks, and
for it - the three soccer pitches!

Thero's the split screen option fo
head-fo-head if you're partia

ising abilities aren’t wh
should be.
If you can cast your mind

have faken part in what we called, ‘O
Wembley." Well. Street Racer gives the
unity to take part in this world-beating
a game.

For those of you who are comp\e'ely b
will explain. There were no feams

Racer inciudes fhis game, oniy here 15
Wembley’ where two players play as @
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www.flevel.co.uk for latest prices & bargains
W THIS MONTH ;
oks - Connect your Amiga
ide to the internet, Lans & BBS & online Services
Dale L.Larsen - This is by an ex C= member of the Amiga
ing Group. Well written com| sive, this is a

fhien your drive \\lll most likely be invalid,

ith AFS.
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Networking Group.
ol -
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Sole European Distributors

mmodore Death Bed Video £ 14.00 Inc Vat
th he master -- Dave Haynie f
it persnna] video shot by Dave Haynie. Over
s of recollections, stories & action by
feeon e.TInsls a video you must not miss.
sent for every Amiguﬁu

AFS (Now in Beta full release Nov-
¢'95) includes FFS bug fixes &
pport for AFS £45.00 inc VAT

s enhanced version is a result of the
mbined work of FLD & Dave Haynie

T
User £29.75 Pro £79.75
the performance Now with Undelete!!
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Eﬁg:u () 1179558

UK Orders to FLDistribution 31 Ashley Hill Montpelier Bristol BS6 SJA




hints & tips

stere you begh cry hole, ahvays hod
B down the fie button fo see the
Reod mop view. Th & probeably the best
way of guiding your ball through the hazards,
What you must not do is just look for the hole
and aim for f - unless f's a par 3,
Ve il da ok ot the yordage for
e oiia e it scy, 324 yords,That mea
s 324 yorcs o the pin. f You cre usng
“he bl wil avel 240 yorcs- anly '
you Rt ot ful power winout ony wind asis
Now you can work out, using the over-
i esla foughly 200 yards would
be. You can then select a partic:
place if. Obviously if you want fo know where
the ball wil end up, it will probably finish aroundl
Just under half-way between the tee and the

pin.
This might not be much use, but if you want
know where roughly the ball finishes, helping
you avoid bunkers and trees then this is
undoubtedly the best method.

Bent clubbers

his is probably the most invaluable

e vough

It's a fairway to the top

frer your first four or five
holes, if you're playing

fournament, keep
switching fo and from the
leaderboard fo get an idea of
the positions of all the other
competitors. If you are lead-
ing, the best idea is fo take
things slowly and concentrate
on each sho. If you have aspi-
rations of hole-in-ones, you
won't get very far. Even if piay-
ing safe Iinvolves playing the
ball in a different direction fo
where the pin is situated, it wil

the lor

aimost cenam\y help you in
ng ru

If you are on the edge of
your seat and you really don't
want fo mess up, especially if
you are in a posttion like in a
bunker o behind a free - you
will have the tiniest siice of red
to press fire in. Ifthis s the case,
just reduce your club until it
goes wider, until you know you
can definitely
enough. You will lose out in
yardage because it won't go
as far, but it will give you an  the pack.

edge by sefting you up

react quick

out dropping below the f@

nsible Golf can always be relied upon to bring
u the most simple and realistic holes ever

This should be no more than a simple putt:
15t move the pointer a little to the right




wat

tiated most carefully. For instance, if there's a
huge fairway with a bunker on each side, aim
your shot straight down the middle, don't fry
any fancy hooks or siices fo gain better angles
unless you are perfectly sure you won't end up
in the sand or water

The best idea is always o play it simple -
don't take any fisks whatsoever, the chances

are they probably won't come off.

i i ing?
JAim for that flag thing Having trouble with your swing? Not to sure
There cron't el any hara and fost ies cbout - WheTe 1o putt it? Going round in circles? Then

let Andy Maddock iron out the problems

senfing uphill and downhill. The arfows mean fhe
ball wil fravel in that particular direction.

One of the most awkward putts are the ones
which have arrows pointing in one direction and
hen are reversed in fhe opposite direction - iike a
7 zag. All you can do here s just it the bal
siaight and reasonably siowly., this way the anows
wil have an equal effect on the ball

Ball bag

Here we have a fypical par 3. It is 219 yards fo fhe pin. and the
computer selects @ 2 wood, which af full power will reach 220.
This sounds quite reasonable, again however, always knock fhe
ciub up one. In this case, to a one wood.

Although you have knocked the distance up to 20 yards, stil
make sure you are aiming for full power. With luck. it will drop just
past the hole. If you can get the direction correct, @ hole-in-one
will aimost certainly be yours.

en i
il
orolsably ek the green In 2

Practice makes
money

hat's about all the
T possible advice |
can give, d i
if you're stil having 3

1 Note the arrows on the green, you must allow for You must be clip the top of the trees
the extra direction if you manage to hit the flag T o stomet 4 e ot o ot gt
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Intersect Development ook t
break into the limelight with
their first game

s some of the bigger developers
A move over fo ofher platforms, smaller
companies start fo come to the sur-
face. This is no bad thing. It gives rise
fo undiscovered talent and new feams fake
Up the challenge to keep the Amiga games
market alive. This has a posiive effect on the
indusfry as fresh plans and innovative ideas
come o the surface. With this in mind, we
believe that hese companies should gef the
coverage they deserve and each month we
find ouf how they attempt fo lead the revival
for the Amiga
This month we fak fo Infersect
Development, the feam behind new AGA
shooter, Atrophy.

Trevor Mensah and Frank Tout are the partnership
behind the as yet unheard of company. Infersect
Development. Starfed back in 1992, the two.
created the label fo develop new games for the
Amiga with the mission fo program the ultimate in

game engines, something that would be
technically superior fo anything ekse that had
gone before t. Mensah explains, *Our ethos is
firsty to produce the best Amiga games and sec-
ondly fo encourage and recruit falented Amiga
enthusiasts into the business. We feel using new
falent in this way will inject much needed life
blood info the trade and help fo revitalise the
market with fresh ideas.”

So what's all the fuss about? Why are a feam
that have been around for three years now seek
ing @ spot in the limelight? Well it has something
1o do with their forthcoming game - a ground
breaking shoot-"em-up fhat promises fo push the
Amiga o its limits and make proper use of the
AGA chipset. Mensah claims that the Amiga is
the only computer capable of their game.

Afrophy is only a few weeks

away from review, bur in the
meantime here’s the gomes
describe

ch

experimentation and doctors it
has al the ingredients for a
rather nasty Hammer Horror

style plot. The doctors enter the
patients mind and atterny
confrol his madness. Intersect

s ‘prefty sureal’
and Incorporate the theme of
fear info each level, for exam-
ple, fear of underwater and
even fear of fear itself, Mensah

Seme makes full uee
of the AGA ahipe

Afrophy, "It smply could not be done on aB
No, not even a 100Mhz Pentiumt! In fact if
own an AGA machine your looking af hardwd
that the top of the range PC owners would:
their right arm fo have. We are using 35 and}
nanosecond  full-screen ~hardware  scrollf
which for the mentally sane among us equ
fo quarter and half a pixel scroling which s
smooth.” He continues, *We feel both the
and PC have restrictive fixed address scr
hardware archifecture. They cannot scrol
screen without if shearing and generaly lookiy
like a dogs dinner.”

But the fact remains, the Amiga gaf
market s suffering a decline and the bigger col
panies are running in the opposite directid
fowards the sure fire money makers, so why d

explains, “There's on acct
ot fo
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There hasmt bean an arcade shoot‘em-up for
a while and this certainly lox o injocting
e e hdaes e b anre

humble

si
Shockwave, Drivin*-Force and Colditz. *Our
friends In the indlushy suggested we should
stop coding for fun and get down to wiiting
some decent Amiga games. We did just that
and are using all the knowledge and tricks
discovered in our fime spent coding on the
Amiga scene and on the old 8-bit micros.”
Frank's story: He started programming games
on the C64 and once wrofe o game for
Destiny Software but before he was paid any
royalties the Compcny went bankupt! He
wasn't very h least - but this
Gt stop him learming 1o o6 Gomes on
the Amiga.

Infersect sfil have so much faith in the Amiga
ket? Mensah is keen to point out, “Yes,

the Amiga market is in a transitory period and
currently at the weakest level it has ever been.
but we feel that the direction the Amiga will fake
now will be that of smaller more independent
developers such as ourselves. Once companies
ke us firmly estabish ourselves, the Amiga will
once again see high quality commercial games
flowing ot a healthy level.”

They are undeferred by the prominence of
other platforms and cite the price of the PC as a
reason. “The PC still looks pale fo he Amiga in its
piice fo performance ratios. You're looking at
§1,499 to get you a decent specification Penfium
PC. Even then it still cannot adequately handle
arcade games and many of the things Amiga’s

e

at the end

Frank Tout,

have been breezing through for years.” They feel
that even the super consoles don't pose a threat,
*Sure, the Sega Safurn and PlayStation do look
impressive graphically but fhey are not real
computers, Perhaps things would have been
dwwen: if the PlayStation had been upgradable
machine - then things may have

looked a it different

However t's piracy they see as the real threat
and believe that this has played a large part in
the machine’s downfall. They believe that con-
sidering the size of the userbase, the Amiga
games sales should be a lot healthier. Mensah
again, “The Amiga no longer has a *fat cat’
status so the argument that one littie copy won't
hurt s shallow. Every copy really doesmake a real
difference. If you play a game you should buy it.”

So far the company are qite impressed by
what Escom have achieved with the Amiga. They
point fo the fact that Amigas are going to be
back in the shops before Chiistmas as one rec:
son. *People have been giving Escom a bit of an
unredlisfic fime scale for things to happen.” “Sure.

k af Intersect
Developments,
showir Ny

Atrophy has taken
only four months
to develop




Intersect

contacted at:
People wishing to submit work
for them 1o review regarding
projects can contact them
at: InterSect Development, 13
Brunel Mews, Solsbro Road,
12 6QA. England. Te: (.
01803 690 174.

Smooth scrolling really
makes this gam

>

they are seling Ad000's at an unusually high price
ut for the market t's aimed af, mulfimedia and
bvoadccsﬂng this s quite normal.”

/e get on to the subject of the actual
game Mensah describes f with il fhe fervour of
a double glazing salesman, eager fo point out
all the benefits over its rivals, “Due fo our techni-
cally superior AGA specific game engine we are
able to offer much improved smoother scrolling,
siky 50 frames per second movements of both
screen display and bobs, faster gameplay pace,
higher resolution graphics and inevitably from all
this better gameplay!” He goes on fo explain
that the game engine was originally formulated
using MC68000 assembly and sfandard OCS pro
gramming techniques for use on AS00/A600

When the AGA chipset was released
we began fo move the game engine fowards
the faster MC68020 and AGA architecture
capabilties.” He complains, "Many A1200
games fail fo deliver because fhe code has no
been significantly updated since ifs original
inception on the A500's. Usually the cheap frick
of a few nice AGA copperbars and 256 colour
static pictures. Occasionally the extra odd bif-
plane of colour is added, but the games bob
movement and scraling generaly looks no
better for the AGA treatmer

It Comes as o suris 10 loom that Guldhal
Leisure wil be pubiishing the game -

wn themselves to be firm supporters of the
Amiga over fhe past few months with a great
number of releases including no less than two
Doom-fype games and Super Skidmarks. Allifles
that were well received by the Amiga press and
public alike. As Mensah points out, *Guidhal
have a sensible down fo earth approach to
publishing s0 we chose fo use them. Their

would complefely transform the Amiga
dizzy heights way beyond the PlayStafio
Satum foys of fhis worid - and it would be
real computer fool Al this without even
tering the word 'RISC".

business strategy is formed from past expet
and judging by their publishing successes of

ces fo plug them with good

Intersect are already very pleased with
new game and describe the process as by
fun, *In the end we are quite different fo off
developers who don’t enjoy what they @

fhis we are not just going fo siap fogether gat
oflow qualty for quick easy money
Amiga



SCANNER AnNEV(‘:" !I’ HARD DRIVES & RAM FOR AMIGA
lec Colour
o Seannir Nobody Undersells US!!!!!
AMIGA A600/A500/A500+ R
RAM CARDS SeoTHDIE e
A600 1MB R
S AB00 MB Ram & Clock css oo FORALL MSOA COM SR
FOR AMIGA 1500 TO 4 A500+ 1MB Ram 340MB £199.00
COMPUTERS WITt1 SCS1 CONTROLLER A500 1/2MB Ham OM| £229.00
(A1200 USER PLEASE PHONE). 'A1200 RAM C. ARDS 850MB £269.00
EF%T;:H%ACABMD 00 & Rz POUCIA compeiots ioic  EPOA.
WITH FREEI SQUIRREL INTERFACE (With Clock & FPU socket) SQUIRREL  £54.00
DOUBLE SPEED  £159.00 omB £49.00 e
QUAD SPEED  £23 2VB £109.00 257
PEED £POA 4MB £159.00 FOR AMIGA AB0Q/1200 COMPLETE WITH
PORTABLECD  —EPOA 8MB £279.00 CABLES & INSTRUCTIONS.
FOR ALL AMIGA COMPUTERS ZRPAMS SoMbIESS 00 i ey
MEMORY v g
30 64 72 120MB £89.00
OKTAGON 4008 SCSI CARD Pin P Pin A e
True SCSI Il controller for your Amiga IMB £25 EN/A £35 510MB £229.00
1500 to 4000, upgradeable to 8MB using 2MB £89 EN/A £69 850MB £429.00
Zipp Ram allows you to connect H-Disk, 4MB  £109 £199 £109 357 HARD DRIVES
Syquest CD Roms etc. 8MB  £239 EN/A 39 scsi
16MB £389 EN/A £389 270MB gg o
MULTIFACE il 32MB EN/A EN/A £699 Cpend o 3L
A A LARALLEL FOR ANY AMIGA OR ACCELERATOR CARD 20MB €139 £169
4000 .00 ACCELERATORS Gl o
TANDEM IDE Viper 68030/28Mhz OMB  £119.00  100MB ZIP DRIVE£199.00
IDE controller card for your Amiga 1500 to Viper 68030/40Mhz OMB  £189.00 ALFA-POWER
4000 allows you to connect a CD rom of Viper 68030/50Mhz OMB  £199.00 CAFBIEaK
your choice or just another Hard Drive. FPU FoR AVIGA.
Tandem card Only £69.00 |20MB £179.00
Tandem card & Double speed CD  £168.00 Increases the performance of your 420MB £199.00
Tandem card & Quad speed CD £199.00 machl‘ne{wher\ adding these FPU's. E OMB 223900
suitable for all Accelerator & Ram cards
EXTERNAL FLOPPY £39.95 for A1200 and Amiga 4000 Computers sYQUEST DHIVES
ANTICLICK *ANTH-VIRUS*THRU PORT FOR ALL AMIGAS 28Mhz (PLCC) £24.00 Ext.
MONITORS 33Mhz (PLCC) £39.00 comB 219 £265
B oo 40Mhz (PLCC) £79.00 105MB £229 £279
Microvitek 1438 £253.00 £2150 a0 B oo 0 1
Microvitek 1440 £399.00 WE WANT YOUR BUSINESS!! 'BOTH THE ZIPP & SYQUEST
Samsun, £21900 WE WILL MATCH OR BEAT ANY N
R oo £2450 GENUINE QUOTED PRICE.
A600 ACCELEHATOR cglss
UPGRADEABLE TO
IGA A1200 (BASIC UNIT) £379.00 80 WATT SPEAKERS
IGA A1200 (WITH 65MB HARD DISK) 429 oo 8MB RAM Ea 5
IGA A1200 (WITH 80MB HARD DISK)
IGA A1200 (WITH 120118 HARD DISK 489 no
IGA A1200 (WITH 170MB HARD DIS
ITH J40M8 HARD glgx) ggg % & EDUCAT
H 540MB H X 3 2699
ITH a50MB HARD DISK)  £699.00 16u8 o PHOM 0181480800
ORDER NOW TO AVOID DISSAPOINTMENT FOR CHRISTMAS 2@ o
REFURBISHED AMIGA A4000 030/040 IN STOCK £P.0.A B cASSESSORIES o
ASQ0INT. LOPPY DRIVE
AL PPICES WCLUDE VAT SYALL CONSUMABLES AND NAO

EDMONTON Lown
868

N,N18

2XA
E-MaiL: gastein@dircon.co.uk




Bizzetti's love of go-karting led
to this 3D driving game

(W great
future for the
Amiga
philosophy is
still possible -
Commodore
had engineers
that were
ingenious in
their job )

did you come up with the idea for
Virtual Karting?
\ o extremely passionate about karts
it was a must to do an extremely
Sokic o playable karting game.

How long has it taken fo develop Virtual
Karting?

Well, more than a year, but | also made my HLA
programming language which is like an expert
system. Because of this and my knowledge from
Virtual Karting, the next one should take less
fime, the next one even less, and so on - every
fime with considerably Improved quaify, My
next project, Starfighter, is a massive jump
ahead from Virtual Karfing already.

How did you first start programming on the
Amiga?

Like every hobbyist | think. | bought an obsolete
Vic20 when | was 13-years old and learnt the
Assembly language. A year -
Iater | bought my Amiga 500 |
and continued my hobby |
from there. This would have |
been impossible if | had |
bought a console and | |
believe it would have been |
inconceivable fo leam |
Assembly programming on |
a PC. | would have needed |
thousands of books just o |
learn about every sound |
board that comes out.

What do you hope fo do
xt?

Simply to use my know-

It's not @ hope, it's defi- |
nifely possible. My next |

project is Starfighter, a |
m

Amiga. StarFighter is still @ game idea for
an unexpanded A1200 and | will continue fo
respect the hardware standards of the Amiga,
but an upgrade of the machine would be a
very wise move. | believe the only thing the
Amiga lacks to compete with Pentiums is some.
FastRAM and a faster CPU. The Amiga architec-
fure has no fivals - it needs less resources to do
a better job.

What advice would you give fo people rying fo
break info the industry

If they are hobbylst programmers, the advice |
can give them is to aim at the best qualy
possible and then approach some relioble

Fabi

System talk to the games
programmer Fabio Bizzett
gets his views on the Amig
the market and his gamel
B o yonaent o maa S

a good job at the same time, it can be|
future.

Do you think Amiga Technologies will

expandable). then we

begin to smile.

Do you think enough has been done fo @
piracy in the industry
Nothing will ever change the mind of the!

to buy the pirated one.



FAST AMIGA
REPAIRS |

FAULTY TROUBLESOME
COMPUTER??

CALL FOR COLLECTION OR
PERSONALLY DELIVER TO
THE EXPERTS FOR FAST RELI-
ABLE REPAIR OF YOUR
AMIGA FOR ONLY

99. paers
O OBLIGATION FREE QUOTE

WE REPAIR TO COMPONENT LEVEL
A500, A600, 1200, 1500, 2000, 3000, 4000 & CD32

Lowest PriCED Top QuALITY

RiBBONS, INKJETS, TONERS & DISKs
M

=t
PR AN

Dot T e Cotl Rl 168
‘.m T oy 5

FRSE GIET WITH EVERY REPAIR BARGAIN HARD DRIVES
House P

MOUSE HOLDER ] [y £19.50
DK MG K 3| £19.50
R0 G5 REPACE MOUSE DISK DRIVES. 5.
A58 vk sconsiie. 3 | | o 2550

95 SUCCESS RATE ON ALL COMPUTERS
+DOOR T0 000R COUECTION 0F YOUR COMPUTER

144 TANNER STRER, TOWER BRIOGE, LONDON SE1 240

Call FAST on 0171 252 3553

Disks Certified 100% Error Free Jiaet

Snd INCLERE RHEE Labels.— Jol Ve Inkets & Toners Not il
Miscellaneous Items

Ring
0 nmm.»na CDept 385, O Hous,
5 The Brambies, Lichfield, Staffs WS14 9SE.

01543 250377 01543 250377
B3

THE LITTLE GEM MICRO
AUDIO MIXER AND

THEY SAID T

“This is an essential piece of ki. Buy it now!”

“Ifyou'e serious about Amiga for making music, then you MUST have
one ofhase. Sinpl s ral~ Raven (MED User Group).
“The qually of the Gilltt Mixer i salt-svider

a
e Gt ixrs oy exramal s Wamonmmmmmmmowyem
audo bulf: - 83% - Amiga Use jonal,
eyt sotnds o he Lo Gem’ o mier o make a hiher ualy
ondocoring’ ™ 80%  Aiga Shopper.

0p] CenTURIOR PD.) [p]
ARE

[QUALITY PDJCD ROM & SHAREWARE|
| A1200 “AMIGA MAGIC" PACKS .

Includes the best

only £379.99 or witn (HARD DRIVE & SCALA)

only £479.99 Free P&P on both packs ...

cheap, effective
4% - Future.
Music.

"You piace th
improved signal level and 1o contor”

3 of enhancing
box o ks couk be ust theob.” - Sound on Sound Magazine.
NOW ALSO AVAILABLE FROM SEASOFT
AND EMERALD CREATIVE TECHNOLOGY

Battery o mains unt not suppled

2 Dl 2 Dannl Ot
Inepntent ke | gan ot for ad e
sty s csrtion- s 0 s o s onputr
Froess scnds ity sapin - e 105 a0 b
it 253 sond s o s
and o 1 lonaaton th swmd
Fn s soes osniefeah e - e huet et st o st s
s ooy 1 75 Sl - ORFSUBL B4 L OGS OF G, s s 1R
i i drect o th devlopar and s

s et | GILLETT MULTIMEDIA
105t A o B G co 108

6oy 8 sl ort

SEND 2 x BANK DISKS & SAE, FOR FREE
CENTURION PD. CATALOGUE DISKS . . .
OR FREE WITH YOUR FIRST ORDER ...

7o sy Yoo own ks thn oy 10 pr i ls 333 € 0 .
Ohervie sl daks e 75 cach 24475 pty (UK Order o).
1 you ae ordering from outside of the UK then please 36d £1.50 for p&p.

o e Gt
200! 1959 ~ LOCK'N' LOAD CD.£999 - GATAWAY CD....£399
RSN CD—615 _ FOWER CAVES £33  CAMEN DELIHT 4398
1,000s of PD Ticles to choose from. Many more CD ROM Tities n Stock.

L CDx CARRY FREE PAP)

DOWNLOAD F PAODLCT LATNCS & CATALOGUES RO e
“MIDNIGHT EXPRESS BBS"
O (4413043654 1 ) PRI R B DOWNLOAD NOW
order Hotiine... (01274) 677673 24 nours
b o o S
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review

Alien Broed is full of excellent explosions which Long cormidors with beasts at the end. Thatl
‘add realism to the game immensely what it all tends to boil down to, unfortunately

perspective game I've heard somuch  and this evil man is coming affer you. Okay,
about but never seen any real con-  now? That's it. You've to get out - biasting
crete evidence to confirm what the  way through hoards of ugly monsters!
final version would be like. Inthe light  What really gets me is the fact that if you
of other magazines reviewing unfinished versions, o get out, why did you go in there in e il
we waited absolute ages for the final version o piace? Dohl Why don't developers make @
appear so that you, the readers, would which s colled ‘The Reaims of Darkness
know exactly what you were putting not going in. I'm frightened.
your hard-earned cash towards, 1 apologse. | had to get that off
chest - I'm only just getfing oval
lethal overdose of Doom games:

PUBLISHER B s The first thing | noticed

T his happens fo be fhe only first-person  come up with 'Right, you're stuck in a big dus

1 Ocean
i DEVELOPER
. Team 17
i PRICE
£29.99 uccesses the speed could be matched he
-E_ be naive of me to knock it after they would be unstoppable.
have been so consistent with their The main thing that realy affects
extremely healthy contributions fo the Amiga  game immensely is the specification of
HDIRSIAL world Amiga. If you've got a

To be honest, 've yet fo see a Doom clone with  games are absolufely briliant. f you haven't i
a plot. Well, a decent one at least. What
ers dlo is spend all fheir man hours f
Al znulAwou g

graphics and gameplay and dbout a week before
he game s de fo be released, the whole feam of
developers spend 15 minufes tinking up a sulfable
plot. You can put money on the fact they'll all

The only downside

If 1 have fo point out a major flaw in all these
games. then it has fo be the system require-
ments. Although you can quite happlly play any.
Doom game on a standard A1200,
expect it forun at a realistic rate. ff you really do
insist on playing Doom on the Amiga, there is no
doubt fhat you need an accelerator. Without
one, its frustration factor increases tenfold,
especially as you will find It difficult fo control,
These games can only be played properly on
an expanded Amiga frust me. Hitting enter will bring Alien Breed into ful sc
mode, although you will lose the st

sx==



You can see Alien Breed has a very small playing
screen - displaying your status down either side

lgames are slow and uncontrollable and can
offen cause more frustration than you can
humanly imagine.

©One good thing about Alien Breed s that there
s a plot. And although it only really makes

in the monual, it stil gives an
latmospheric infroduction info the game ftself.

Al the features that were included in Fears and
iGloom have been incorporated into Alien Breed
3D - the sound effects, fextured fioors, gouraud
shading, and other game features such as
weopons, beasts and health bonuses. What
imakes the second games lack variety, though.

This screen may confuse most of you,
although actuall it's just a clos:

ists range from vicious dogs to
space marines which will do anything
10 stop you from passing

Reviewed by Andy Maddock

are the really badly drawn, almost cartoon-ike
beasts which really do let the game down enor-
mously. Although this is the same sort of problem
Fears suffered from, they didn't look quite s unre-
alistic as in AB3D.

The mazes are huge with plenty of rooms fo
explore. On your way through you can collect
keys, open doors, gather med-packs to replenish
your energy, and ammo to top up your current
weapon

The major problem with Fears wos the fact it
was foo easy and you could confinue quite
easiy get to level five o six without losing a ffe.
Allen Breed wil frustrate you enough to make you
Iose a life on the first level, never mind five or six

As for the war of the Doomers, top of your list
should be Fears because of its wonderful look and
control, closely followed by Alien Breed -3D
because it's absolutely briliant fo play. In third
place is Gloom - a good solid shoot-"em-up,
although missing the depth and challenge Fears
and AB3D feature.

Alien Breed 3D is, and always will be, one of the
finest Doom clones on the Amiga. Most people,
including me said it couldn't be done - I have just
been proven wrong... twice.

¢ Alien Breed
3D is, and
always will be,
one of the
finest Doom
clones on the
Amiga ¢

As It turns out my prediction
was correct. Afthough Alien
Breed 3D isn't quife as
action packed os the first
series was, especially where
lastability is concerned, it
stil adds up to be an
extremely worthy purchase.
This is one game that you
would never be forgiven for
missing.

1z
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shelves, there are a number of
= distributors adding a little extra to the
‘ deal. One of these is Silica who are
throwing in the excellent Chaos Pack
which includes Pinball Fantasies, The
Chaos Engine, Nick Faldo’s Golf and
. Syndicate. There are five copies of the
.| pack up for grabs and all you have fo
do is answer these simple questions.

Questions:

1. Who was the ‘Pinball Wizard'?

2.In golf, what is an eagle?

3. Who is most famously
associated with the fractal
aspect of the Chaos Theory?

4. What s the Cosa Nostra

SYSTEM
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NEW TITLES
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~=IHOW TO ORD|

Public Domain Prices
Each Public Domain Disk

Key
[WB24+] Workbench 28

%%
WE.] Work
PostageOn AlOrders 75 201 Numberol
- Fsdnts outsce UK tut i E.UL 803 10% [1MB]  Minimum M
- Reaidans n Ras!of o (AGS AGS
D linGton 6o D DL3 8 Caraogue Dk
!IJV P
’n;: MPACT DK uam o We stock 1000’s of other disks|
D2zs supReue -cHADS" oot as Fred Fish, Assassins efc.
S Seoort o comeron 17 for fitles you don't see lste
mu‘smul St " (We welcome submissions
o : 3 from all over the g
231 s cTuRE B00K e TACKER 121 ools, games, Magic W snff e
B ke - LATEST CAR

MAIN l.lBRARY

§s

GRAC v1.10

£6.99 e o
BLACKBOARD 4 il
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IIEW - IIPDATID VERSION
i

v .slyled l..n.mmn

upers value CO-Rom at only £10.95 NEW!
yallable o existing owners at £6.99 - calll

IF¥ LICENCEWARE
olume one - F1-01 to F1-100

THE AMINET COLLECTION

Aminet's  Outof Stock £ AMINET COLLECTION VoL 1 £2299
P mivet s duness 51180 1

Aminet 7 August 95 s

Aminet8  Ociobor 95 _(Out Now] 512

Ao Decomber s Pre O] £t g., mwmmzmw voLz e2¢.
February 96_ [Pre-order] &
ei11 sorn e’ (preorser £1199 o

[AMINET SERIES BIUONTHLY

=
TEXTURE PORTFOLIO

CI-FI SENSATIONS

= ] e

SPECCY 2

JLTIMEDIA TOOLKIT ||= - |

£18.99
COLOUR LIBRARY

a2.00 RE

LE 15

FCA GAMES CDs

£19.99
"AMIGA EXPERIENG

£18.99 £18.99

HOTTEST DEMOS
GET 3 CDs for £29.99
FRESH FONTS

£18.99 |EXXI0

£5.99 IR

ASSASSINS 2

MEETING PEARLS 2

g

£18.99

£8.99
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Word Processing %
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document windo. gt theough he pages -
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A new branch on the 4
SoftWood Family Tree

New Final Cle™ i the spreadshect Amiga owners
ave been waiing for. Over fouryears in the
Final Cal hasall the power
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Who el but the Workd's leading Amiga bome & offce
productiity software developer could ofer you such a
wwide range of award winning programs?

A range acclatmed as the best for your computer whth
individual programs baving. received Amiga. Format
Gold, Amiga Computing Bue & Gold Chips, CU Amiga
Top Rated and many, many otbers workdeide.

Final Writer 4~
Word ProcessorPublsber

A Cultivated Approach
to Data Management

o g,

®,

comprehensive range of features.

» TextBlocks™ - o posiion text at any size and angle

» FastDraw Plus™ -versatile selection of graphics toas
Powerlser Bas™ - One touch commands

Final Date + OutautPostarptonts & ciart 03l raphic prtrs
Supplicd with 100 images and 120 outln font FREE!
. £740 w

* Final Copy It

This powerful alternative is the

drives and a lower memory size.

™ -an achanced ystem that Enable you to
output PostScript™ smooth onts o ANY printe n bath
landscape and porrat modes

+ FastDraw™-on screendrawing toos forcreation o boes,
lings boders,arrows etc

+ Other eatures suchas newspaper columns and imgort of
graphics and pitures with scal, crop and autofiow text

et sl i rhainort] 7ol
i ot e : 6t
Final Data 3
Y ol Do Databas
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code, phone number etc. no unfamilsr commandst
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large amounts o text within any record
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3ep enthusiast:

\ | | Frank Nord gives out some useful |

0y hints and tips for Amiga beginners !
Y

Paul Austin’s flying logo tutorial continues

Paul Overaa’s tutorial gets a relocation

3D techniques for 2D, shown by Steve White

Technosound Turbo 2 goes under
the scrutiny of Paul Overaa

Phil South guides you around a few
of the popular Amos Internet sites

Paul Overaa demonstrates how to get
ARexx scripts receiving messages

BT and the Labour Party’s plans
for the Information Superhighway

®  Frank Nord unwraps the big business
of commercial packaging design

Gary Whiteley's second look at fonts in video



FREE CATALOGUE
Over 2,000 titles

- I N
Great prices, same day despatch, fre gifts, regular prize draws.
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ormin, or evenir, whichever.
Here we are again with useful
ricks and tps for getting the
most from your Workbench.
ing that we are being joined by readers

‘wel look at some hits for first-

L begin with the anatomy of a disk
basicaly come in two varetes,
or hard. Whilefloppy ks these:
might ot seem so floppy, they are
named because the recording
itsels a disc of magnetic materal,
i quite floppy, encased i hard

c
Ahard drive consists of simir, but
el siffr ciss,stacked one above
other with reading heads between, a
it ke 2 stack ofrecord tumtables. These:
al then encased n metal to prevent
shiftng of the disks, known as paters
reason for this s that each platter is
ly separated from its neighbour by a
e of milimetres, and the reading
is only microns above each pltter.
mchfor the physical aspects of the
what about the mechanics as regards
uters?

ORMATTED

Well now you'e talking. Al diss,

PPy or ©
fomatted. This is e 1 hope I ot being
00 patronising here) teaching the disk
ow 0 speak Amiga-se orshouid that be
ATigan?, The fomatting operation sfs
4 the 80 tracks on an Amiga

pumbered 0 t0.79) in about a minute and

fwant o clear al the information off . you
can do a quick format which only takes
about ten seconds.

‘The reason for this s that all a quick

you just need specal software to s i

Starting
from scratch

Franks Nord goes backs to basics
fur all those h!gmn!rs out there

TUTORIAL

slow hard dfive, 2 speed increase of

rmation. Of course,ifyou have had
you

5000%,

window and cover them. In the
me

Jonger to format, although a quick format
il il ke about the same time as a
foppy disk

" fyou could only afford to buy a floppy-

ly format a sk, do
Ahard amo’ Eateron | Well now, tum on FFS. nd
dive is 3 bit different and can take a ot sald that spacs 150 i dontputspaces n y

itis usable. but what of the atendant
options in the format requester? Let's
cover them one by one. The st opion s
whatto cal the isk. Ths defaults to

Jbooting from a hard drive willbe ke

 coing from crawting on your bely to being

avleto . The reasons for this are notonly
arive,

based AI200; Empry.

pennies for You lke.

possive. If you have struggled with name ifyou can help it a ths willonly
swapping Workbench floppy disks cause you problems ate,

fontinuously (| hope you are using backup  Onto the next option - th trashcan.
copies of your Workbench,disksl, then The rashcan i a bt of a holdover from

Workbench 1.3 and was stolen fom the
Mac.In my humble opinion, the trashcan
Is hardly ever used by anyone and takes

P $pace on your floppy.

1 Afloppy disk
il give you about 20k per second -

ove them
e e ol e 1o oty

Whats in a name?

Naming a disk is a thorny topic for Amiga users because of the problems
s in al

‘this_is_also_my_disk’, which is also fine, but | think looks a bit niminy.
piminy.

S0 that's the name sorted out. If you're wondering why having a space in
your disk for directory, or file] name can cause problems, the reason is that
the shell doesn't understand spaces. If you were to type ‘CD this is my disk:
the shell would pop up a requester saying ‘Please insert volume ‘this’in any
drive.” If you really want to use spaces then it means you have to type ‘CD

this s my disk:" instead. Much more hassle, | think you'l agree.
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BIEMAPPED MINI CUPS
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ilent Pane Productions

Available Now

The PAWSTrac microtrackbal s designed
e ot ata g e nd sl
e

Coming this Septemt

S BAWS 30 o 00 The Porae

Lkt and Cross Dos Pro. No soldering.

Coming in November
The PAWS 3000 and 4000 - Same as he.
PAWS 600 and 1200 (o batiry supporl)
butincludes our Enhanced Diver Card
Enhanced Driver Card (Upgrace) for

the PAWS - Our latest diver card wil

7 each when purchasing 3 or more. st ol
£7.99 each or 7 each when purchasing most Amiga dislay modes toinciude PAL

IMAGE DESIGN SERVICE

o now caw anc prochc P on it 1o ol o ecemerts fom T Gecko - Tne Gecko s an et
ST5. For ul detais of s senice and ol ATWorks prodlcts for ATIGa and 1atplugsinto the Amiga's RGE port 0 use
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! i
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\,
‘ONLY AVAILABLE FROM ARTWORKS. NOT PUBLIC DOMAIN

COLOUR KITS for MONO PRINTERS
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eing the sort of chap who likes
1o keep his promises, 1l be-
delvering the inalchaper in
the Aiga 3D guide to fiying
o 1 mmmm Hmflmh mena

msnmemumm«mamemngme
motion paths plus the odd tip on object
design.

‘When it comes to motion paths, attention
o detal i all important. Even though the
object n question may merely be giding
along a straight ine, there's sl plnty of
Pl e g o
neglect the way an object moves, il

A corporate
classic

Paul Austin continues his easy guide
to funksy looksin® flyin’ things

can be wasted. Percepion of movement is

into|

oflogo design’s 1 et elements simply iam
posiion. Obvious, a e addiuonal

TUTORIAL

The cardinalsin

but believe me
e ‘exactly that, indviduals, lldoing theirown
g
©
dear the frame. ransiton speed,

Unfortunately,

One of the keys to any successful animation i varety of
movement. Simply fying one of two objects on screen
simply doesn't cut the mustard when it comes to
effective corporate productions. The key s variety, and
0 achieve it 0 start implementing your ideas
fight from the off. In our example, copious use of layers
was essential to achieve proper scale and placement,
while retaining the independence for the individual
elements that eventually bring the animation to ife.

The first step is to define the basic design of the
logo, a process which is often done for you by the
actual subject matter - in this case the IDG logo.
Having said that, the logo itslf may not always have
enough impact n itself 1o really make for an exciting
image. The basic IDG masthead falsinto thi category,
therefore the bevel bars were added to breath a ltle
exra nto the design.

The actual logo was originally imported via Pixel Pro
11 from an ESP file, extruded and then segmented into
the individual objects requited for the animation. The

Modelling options

assorted bits were cut and pasted into new layers and
then saved under separate fle names.

Remember: it's important to keep renaming the
surfaces in order to get the approprate texture and
surfacing in Layout. Once the IDG logo and emblem
were in place, the word ‘Media’ was added, scaled and
placed in a separate laer.

Next the bevel bars were added using the Iogo in a
background layer to define the appropriate scale and
placement. The bars themselvs, consisting of a simple.
box, was mirrored accordingly. The front faces were
then selected and the bevel option applied. Agan, its
important to remember to re-select these faces and cut
and paste them back into position, otherwise
smoothing in will round them off in layout.

In most productions involving text, bevel are aimost

production, Although
additon often adds that touch of clss which elevates
the whole production. Aside from giving the text a

more sculptured 1ook, bevels actually generate:
highlights and can therefore provide some much
needed sparkle o the production.

ronically enough, beveling hasn't been applied (o
the text in our example, the reason being that the anim
was designed to run as a 160 x 120 Ouicktme/AVI
movie within a computer-based marketing/ad sales

rather than a specular highiight/design point.

Assuming your design s complete and the various
eleménts are already neatly stacked in the various
layers, simply saving them out in situ would mean
perfect positioning when the complete [0go appears in
layout.

The final task is the manual re-positioning of pivot
points for the objects that require complex motion
paths. Basically, that's all you'l need for perfectly
respectable funky flyin' things. Have fun.
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Identity parade

1 some machines, runnable
programs are always loaded

Paul Dueraa outlines the basics of writing

from the same starting .
cannmena.onve  (00@ that is truly relocatable
A, a5 youl probay know,
sttonsdferencandprogams onbe Bk tpe lnguage| oo g
looded oaryaeacffee memory s Al mpertnt s
vt at e tme, ecause e et b s o o SR W g el S
ol lageprug acacupof
i :
i
e, andseel. i o ascaly, e 6800
o
o mmme Tobetsed
‘the program is executed. but the nove, | 40, DOSase
B . ehncavimiemue  ps ek SUEE
where s necesay o wite tuy T xder 0 by ecctaie. adtresessucns
e ’ s

dos_raae,al

[ )

10,60 this s to use pc

runnable. Boot sector code is one such This s very simiar to the 68005 register
e th

are easly ransiated 10 peselative formin

of the operand i ©
ather than with

his fashion
dos_sanelpe) 2t

)
61 WAti-2
L

it too wany arguaents
b

et
vl
st a6
ol
e

eSS mexs
s (i

WRITERS WCRO
o

8 g ot

wore.l 808 outpat file hundle

B
el ST
CHLSIS  Wrife, stase

{sp)e, d1-43 restore regi

Listing 1: The original macros used in the November ssue examle.

LINCLIBR W
1651 W2
[T

ny srgments

26,9
\2(pe) 6

taphest
k)

CALLSE MR
LINCLIBR _L10\1,\2
“

VEITEDOSR MO

cerve registers
¢ handle

43, 39) pres
wovecl\2(pe),di 008 et
It (30

w2 st of mssage
N
rite,
ipeiel-

95 eall 1o write aessage
restore registers

caLirst
soven. |
e
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g
instructon (which contains an absolte:

To give an ilustration of position-
independent code, Ive translated the
assembler example that was provided in
the November issue (if you missed it ~
shame on you. bult you can find a copy
of the original ource on this months
CoverDisk.

The program opened the dos lbrary.
obtained an _stdout handle for wiiting

data back to the Shell, and. then

displayed some fext using a macro called
WRITEDOS which made use of the dos
library's Writef) function. This macro

program, is sown in lting 1, and the
thing o notice s that both WRITEDOS
and LINKLIB include statements which
lead to absalute addresses being
produced. For example LINKLIB includes

woued 2,8

which ina calsuch as

resulsin this instruction being
produced

sove. oo

In other words the macro generates

An example

an absolute address refere
neediess 10 52y, this must bel

poretative form:

L 2ol

been made to the WTED
Inow named WRITEDOSR):
ensure that it 100 then g
posiion independent code.
Despite the fact that
existing code t0 reloca
task that should
straightforward, ¢ sil &
sy sos ey IS
e 0dd absolute addres:

Nowadays, maniil
protect you from such




tanding out

amonntouinea e Gteue White explains how you can make
g omomicoe 4our 2D pictures really stand out with depth
csier,n tis el

vang aunsicayscene—— Ofdering and 30 emulation technigues

design tasks that cause the most
15 for graphic designers

entioned before, the first stage in
1gn i to draw a fough on paper.
ying the rough you willbe able

this example a dark grey. To add
texture, use slighly darker shades of the:
base colour. Don' make the colour
procedure later on. Obviously, with the  change between the base colour and.
city scene the primary base colours e texture o apparent otherwise th effect
the acualtexture and colour of the brick  will be lost and may overshadow the
Work on the foreground bulding ~in  more important elemens of theimage.

was created in Imagine which

7 accurate perspective to allthe

35 n relationship with one
imagine is perfect for this kind

plications that excel at particular
asks, then use them rather than

recious time trying to create an  some way to visualising the finished
1a single package. image. Laying down the colours in depth
the skeleton completed its time  order i also very important if you are to

an adding detal immediately,  you antialas an image onto another that — Y
o Gown e R s e T G m““ =
osmtemeii ety i s S

S

Sometimes, antialiasing doesnt ahways create the effect you want. If ths s the case
you can simply emulate the effect yourself by adding colour spreads between the two
Objects you are aliasing together You can see this effet n action in the screenshots

The white sip along e ol
brdge s rawn g e e e
ana'then filed. To smooth I
Sopearance wih the foad: (wo
anston colous v b ded

e cdges of e ep ot ke
i s, nene acted b hr
greter. ; ;
larger scae, you can emuiate 3 3D fee fo your entie design by phekeplovgis
the foreground detail sharper than the background He'ulL An binalis !

In this picture you can see the
sing aflect. The two left

above and you should be able to create realistic 3D looking images
atall.

. that's all | have time for this month but in the next issue |
how you can add special effects to your finished artwork.

Amiga Computing
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5 we might expect, quite a few ATiga
Pardware and software companies have
been working hard during the last few
months in orderto get new products out

a5 Amiga Technologies bing their new machines

into the shops. On the music front, New

Dimensions, for example, brought out an Updated

Pro version of ther popular Technosound Turbo 2

sampler and, since [ve had the chance to pay

around with this package for quite a few weeks
ow, | thought t was time to il you in on some
et
The frst thing you'l notice s that te program

display layout has been restyled to make it easier o

se. The software tef s 2s compreensive as

o i, Lo

diting and manipulation functions, thre

amscan’option for grabbing Sdmpks vty fm
e e KRRl

b s ot i

immedate use. Of cours, th integral Pl

and tracker facites are st there 00, a s the

'Midi module which enables samples to be
riggered using a Midi keyboard or external
sequencer
‘One improvement s the move fo 120t sample
ithough this

Now Dimension's atost
1280t

port connector has a bult in thruport to

bit sample, the mainreason for th higher the device i n use]. The 12t sampler does

120t sampler

but
Hardwareswise, the new sampler it looks of course, be affcted by the processing speed of

P e

for
ataches to both the paralel and seral ports e example, is 30576 Hz - on 2 68020 machine s

Digital filtering

The Pro version now boasts some very powerful digital fiteing routines and a faciy for editing
Ichidual charoets Dl terng essentaly mears3pting ceranatheatal rarstornators
o the di u can, for example, use a low pass fier effec to remove unwanted
b samp\e TechoSound Turbo can apply ow pas, Mih pas, and band s fening
using eter the Butterworth or Chebyshev fter equaons. You an view frequency response
aZTranster plot.

o a6 s you are actively invoived in the worid of igita signal processing techniques,
is Iiely to sound a e high powered (the theory behind it certainly i) 1 found that the best thing
10.do in practice was to just experiment with the various settings, and in thi respect the digta fiter
armangements do seem quite impressive. In the main, however, | stil befiev tha ifs far better to
concentrate on getting a'good qualty sample n the fist place than to rely on digial fitering to
improve things!

G Pro

Eﬂund mllﬁl[

49000 Hz with stereo ates being approsimately
hal of these figures|.

0Ugh to be pointed out at this stage that not
al processing caried out by th new software is

ing performed using 12.bi cacultions. Youve
stil got 8t direct 0 hard disk recording, and real
time effects ke phasing, echo, delay and the.
special Funtime novely effets (eg Pinky &
Perky, Dalek and 50 on) are ko performed in
8bitmode. 50 to0 are the tracker, sequencer
and Midi module functions.

Putting it on
the line

The TechnoSound Turbo Pro 2 software
alone, with its new higher-resolution

Paul Dueraa
theckss out
the latest
upgrade to
this popular
sampling
patksage

than, say, HiSoft's 12.bit Aura package.

The bottom line

Product: TechnoSound Turbo 2 Pro
Price: New TT2 Pro software with 8-it
hardware £39.99
Software upgrade for existing
TechnoSound Turbo users £10
12:bit hardware costs an
additional £39.99
Supplier: New Dimensions
Tel: 01291 690933
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Emplant - Macintosh

and PC emulations.

Emplant can be used with any accelersted Zorro based Amige. With Macintosh and PC emulation

Macintosn® Emulation Module

A1 narc ot i soed sparrt

upon your processor.

Supp o b 18 ot (ro AGH 25 e
Gty v b e o st 1,

(A or 1o 26t ol vy

ool AmGIDOS Govees O PO, et S, o1 S0ves P
toers dSCs!

s s

EMPLANT BASIC
EMPLANT OPTION A (APPLETALK/SERIAL)
B (SCSI INTERFAC

pesos| Aisios, Fon e

es860X. £
A 300K MAG DRIVE ADAPTER, + WAG DRIVE

MainActor Broadcast

Ualoacter Brosdeast s o conpletely row
m for any Amiga wih 05204 o

owr20 s (VL BMP, DL

Sty e

POX_QuickTime..) with AVI, QuickTime

JPEG supportup o 24-.

indox i for faster recadingof animatons and

okt v

Support

s cnderd o

Erec s o sl e sty o
do.Rotte )

s s or 24 v

58605 Emulation Module:

MDA, CGA, EGA. VGA, SVGA video

w
e .
e e e S
o e e s
s

R e e iy Ao

s o
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s

o S o

e e oo

Liana

= L

e e &3

P o

comss

Ariadne

Arladne offes a simple but effectve Network

el Scal
19 e o s s
Bana 16

g, Convert, St annatons ans

083.1

Now svaiaiefor ANY Arige Th 1 Escom
e s il bring your Amiga up 1o

e oy it  peratng ysen 0831 s more
aficiant. offers more faatures and is becoming
necessay for o ighend aphcatons

AMIG.

7

Gotecion o 30 e

! v e

8005
95
9095
95
AmiTCP Now
ARITCE (s the most popular TCPIP  bons o as
on for the Amiga e oo 30

Connect your Amiga o heterogensous
e e e

atwor F-Sysom (NFS) as a cont.
Gees A e
Optmised version fo 88020+ CPU incuded.
Full Engish manual.
Addtonalapplcatns :FTP. T

AniTce

. rsh ot
€ 6095
ATAPI + CDFS

e pow ATAPIGache COFS package afrs
‘xcllont faciio o your A400O, A1200

s

A1200 or A0 IDE contlier.
Tho Aap dovis s s 1o 8ppor 9 0 4 e
Wi the A4DDO e AY200 (ot ABO0) With
ooy spel cave sy o oo
v ik o any

108ase2 (Tin sthermet con cate) and

sewnn w

operatona IDE port

Sutoawitcn 1o apimal color daph 10Base T (Twisted i, westen ackt) oG, excatent cnms,m. sotware
AREXX.Port o exemal conol, and Socke o  boot ROM and 3260 GPU cache. PlayCO (audo) and COS2 Emator
oyl ATARt cao.
MAINACTOR BROADCAST o ATAP! Software + & Way Cable A4000 £ 6095
INACTOR PROFESSIONAL. ARIADNE G21695  ATAPI Software + 4-Way Cable A1Z00 €74

Plcasso I

PICASSO Il is the leading graphics card for

Bundles

r any Zorro based Amiga. The Workbench

1600x1280. Choose colour depths including HiColour (16 bit) and True Colour (24 bit). No
“Chip RAM Imiaons” and an it ATiga video pass-hough makes Ficass I he best

value graphics card around!

Amiga Computers
AMIGA

W can supply the ful range of machines at the
e osstie prices, Call o vatabiy.
A0

20 Cip
208 P Sc511 s v

positon s et 8

recommendad).
F200095 | rsions ae suppled.
Asoo0s0
o Chi RAN, 4 Fast RAM.
1:2Gb Fast SCS-I Har Drve.
‘Shipped wih SCALA MIL300
95
A1200 68020 Processor st 14Nz
2M0 Chip A,
e30095
Picasso | Standard Includes TVPaint Junior, MainActor, Viewers efc.
Mo £21995  AIOOMD - 68020 Pocessor at 14MHE
2mb £21995 2 Crip RAIM.
Plcasso I + TVPaint 20 As the Standard pack but with TVPaint 20 1SR DA
Mo £369.95 i
2Mp £309.95 cas on Comuters Guarante
1
2Mb £209.95 Pablo Video Encoder
2Mp EI0855 PABLO s e it S ot Pesn 1
Vide parng i o ot v
Encoder and MainActor Professional. sumuu Camposte Sync
2mp 31995 Compatil port. All PAL compathle o
i it oan b8 oged I Pabi, Such
2 52095 o
CyberGraphX Software  Full release for allgraphics boards: £ 3495 enoss

01908 261466 Orders
) otoon 26177 Technicl
Elittersort Sroos sevae as

6 Drakes Mews, Crownhill Industry,
Milton Keynes. MK8 OER. UK.




€5 amazing isnit t? One minute you
don' know what 2 Web i, next

- -
minte youte stuck in one and a
spider i iting next to you putting on his bib .
The Internet is abig place and f i wasn' for .. P

the ikes of me rawling around it in my guise
a5 the Amiga Computing Comms columnis,

people wouldn't know that, for example, there
isalot of Amos Action out there. Oh yes, we
know about this whole CIX Amos conference,

2 o e e e e
Whole wide world o

The fist port of ki aways be fun by Michael Cox.If you are not a member This s 2 very nicely lid out ite, and unilke
Aminet because not only has it qol i and have by has

site go somewhere.
B s P

Amiga utis for you 10 snag. Primarily though, susscalse The Amos Web Site

there are at least three sites on the Web which o, http://mmm.mbhs.edu/~achurch/amos/

account then this would be a good time to Sor-regmrtiucenss. diges.mt Finally altde site. This first one is a good.

Unsubscribe messages should go to the same Although it i basically a home page with
‘Amos Playfield ‘address, not to the ls tsell. You may post an ‘some Amos stuff on it it i actually very

/hwww.gate.net/amos/play/ aricle 1o the it by mailing i to: amos- good. Andy Church tums up on the Amos.

list@access.digex.net ‘mailing lst quite a lot, and is also featured on
Although this site is run by enthusiasts, these A 3“ do not have to join the st to mail ‘”K :o the other two sites on this page.
PLAYFIELD newsletter, one of the few ‘wish replies to be e malled to you, instead of If you'd ke your own web site 5o that you
femaining paper-based Amos ife forms. The. being posted to the list. There is akso a FAQ can feature your own Amos programs, why
site is maintained by Ryan Scott avalable for the Amos malling st at: not contact Web Wizards at Fn" 5 th
Irscott@gate.net], Paul Hickman "“P ” fwww. gate.net/amos/play/mailinglisi/ListF ifanet@cityscape.co.uk for a quote? o
radoc i oc, and Ay Crurch

o At o . 00U N1 @ Next montn - more code oryourarace. EIAISICN VLRI

information about Amos and PLAYFIELD! stay in touch with the core of the Amos: game headaches. See you then.

imagazine,there is  Whats new in he scene?  COMMUNIY, thiss the piace to be. Unles of from emulating
page for news and views. [At the time of going ~ COU1S€ YOU Want 0 o to:

Al bl
oo e Amer iy Write stuff [/

T e bl it ol 10111005 {0
il e T it e i Gk, Ak Compuung, tess e, LU
minic Ramsey and Paulfeec fetured hreare some il s e, 107 e sen outnes on an Amiga i with T INNLVERiE]
formation, and commercial & PD software for  out the Amos Projects page o see if anyone is mmmmmmd“mkm,mnm fimos Intemet
Pla ok find ths page a manahnut!ﬂlﬂhnﬂnvmde and it it
ons Home Page - Commadore et A sites
£ oo
\YFIELD!
Yerira Ly
R o et
e bt A wd RAVPILD! G
o
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=
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Hi,

@ Limited g
The Storage and System Design Specialists Tel +44 01525 211327

Multimedia Powerstatlon options for all Amigas

PowerStation Specifications:-
1,200 vt powersuppyfor complte Power Systems
cton

g cualty steel
3. Five drive bays, varous mounting confguraions
Ideal monior tand and cables side undemeat

h spoed Sauiel SCSI2
5. Dial spond, gy CD32 compatie GD-Rom dve
7. Power and Hard
5 Future expansion potodal
{5 Lowcostwhen compared 0 sngedive cases
10, Mix CORom and Amiga auo ot thru speakers
1. Compute spead indicaio,  speed swichabi.
12, DOES NOT VOID WARRANTY:
Rave reviews in all Magazines

Tower Version

PowerStation Case Prices

PowerStation pack Prices
includes internal Audio & SCS1 Cables

Includes 2 x SCSI CDRom + Squirrel

Stereo speaker version £32095 Stereo speaker version £12095
Deskiop version 29995 Desktop version £90.95
Tower version £20995 Tower version £99.95
Carriage 1250 Carriage £1250

The Greatest Drive since the
Model T Ford

Wellthe waitis over and the future has arrived in the
B shape of the new Panasonic PD System SCSI Optical
drive. This unitis a Hybrid 650Mb, Quad speed CD-
ROM and Optical Read/Write system. (Yes, you did
read that correctly).
Now you can read all of your favourite CD Tites at

b
3

H
N
g
3
e

£599.95 inc. VAT
£49.95 inc. VAT
£59.95 inc. VAT

Internal Drive Unit
650Mb Cartridge
External Case

does ot support DBLPal
157 Gle © 2098, 157 Blot0095
7" supports DBLPal
£649.95, 17" Glsi .£749.95
P&P £1250

Soon to be made in the UK

7 ail..t

iQ STAR DRIVE BUYS !

A1200 420Mb IDE
Only £124.95

A1200 540Mb IDE
Only £139.95

AA1200 850Mb IDE
Only £189.95
Al dives formatted, and Magic Workbench pis P

led.Fre fiting forpersonal cales.

A1200 Cable Pack £20
Post & Packing €7 GiyLink)

SCSI3.5” Drives
Quantum 540Mb FireBall
Quantum 840Mb Trailblazer
Micropolis 2.1Gb AV drive

£179.9
£229
£769.9

COMING VERY SOON

Full blown S-Video quality digital Video
and Playback system for

PowerStation users only
Features:-
+ Dighal SV Comp eco

1) ot Vidon Ol
e Digital Video Editing software inciudes

many high qualty DVE effects.

+ Upgrades Processing power.
« 16 bit Audio recording and Playback.
« Includes Mpeg playback facily.
 Mpeg file creation software included.
« 1024 x 768 16 bit colour display.
« Add Panasonic PD drive for instant studio-

Prices from approximately £1,500 |

Hi-Fi quality active stereo speal
(Suits all Amigas)

Quad Speed
.15 Quad Spesd e Future? -
e
Q. Is the extra speed useful? v

SCS1 Interface | ot mos( o
. Vet st vy sty

A Yos, 15 minutes

a oo now .».m

2
PrRS— for 150Kbs for 70 minutes.

Noed we say more £54.95 +P&P

)

All Prlces include VAT

HiQ Ltd, Gable End, 2 The Square, Hockliffe, Bedfordshire LU7 9NB.
EMail address:- Compuserve 100432,711

Fax 01525 211328

Tel 01525 211327

80 watt active ster
2. Builtin amplifier
3. Colour ms >
4.Volume, Bass and Treble
5. Excellent Bass response

Price only £39.95 par7.00




ost Amiga users are aware

R s eaie

with other programs by

tamsnitng e conmands o
the currenty logged in ARexx host. But did
o i e st ca e o 4 e
taton for ARexx commands sent by other
programs? Best of al, it surprsingly ey to
o because the rextsupport ibrary provides a
whole range of functions that handie all the
hard work. The main thing tha i needed i
an appreciation ofthe basic message
handing framework and, neeess t0 sy,
inis is what this month's nstament i all
about.

For a serip toactasa eceiving sation for
messages, it must have an ARexx port
avaiable. This can be created by making a
all o the rexxsupport bary's Openort
function and, providing this cal s successful
findicated by a nonNULL return value), the
main communicatons scenario can then
begin. Message collction tarts with a cal to
2 WaitPkt{) [wait for message packet]
function which putsthe script o sleep unti
something of nterest happens, namely the
o1va of  message from another program

A so0n as a message packet ppears a he
message port, WaiPke eturns an the
address o tis message canthen be obtained
via a call to a GetPt[] function. In most cases
i il indeed provid the addres of a rel
message but,

Reuverse

communications -

that the retured adress is not ero.
Providing ai is wellthe text associated
with the message (which wil be the real data

called GetArg() and just requires the address
do while it flag

aall itk (R3T)

ul-mm('m)

| Bt i)
! call Replylasg,0)

say aessages.
i aessages T then

it flageTOE
]

of the message packet and a parameter
number which, when deaiing with smple
‘commands, wil always be zero, Once the text
B o ol = e

then wait for a message to arrive. When this
happens we collect the message, extract the
data, and then indicate that we no lon
eed access to the message by replying it

ottt oo of memery ssocinmd £
o longer required. This s done by executing
the support ibrary's Reply(| function

The basic scenario then goes like this: We
set up an ARexx communications port and

14 nessage_send. e 41
address “ayport’

Hust sone exseple text!
i

W o

se a100p, often called
an event handieg oop,to caycut these
sortof operations, and a typical pice of
‘event handiing code is shown in isting one.

n this fragment, which comes from one of
the examples you'l find on disk, I just
printing the contents of each message as it
artves and quitting the loop as soon as a
‘QUIT string is detected. Notice, incidentally,
how | use the ARex - operator 1o invert the
state of the ext_flag variabl, thus creating a
loop which i only performed as long a5 the
exitlag s ot setl

these ideas s to ook at the two examples on  window: curren host-namely the message.eceie exx
disk and run them. To do ths copy both the
message receive rexx and he [P —— There's not ot of point n going intoaot
1 reoxscrts o ran: an open it ofdetal about how the vriousreccsupport
wo Shefl windows seting e forry funciions work beneath the surface fihe
of boih windows o ram: Now type:  Addiionaly the
g ssceive 5
happens by looking atstng 2 whichisthe inaction
1 ind that Send e sk
. modiythe
sk myport,
5 Once youve
the message ‘e other two.
P tines inising i you should be
[i sied a being commands ntended foran  reatvel easyl =

Amiga Computing|
CHRISTMAS 1995
piiai 2l tol ML

illustrates how
to write Aext
stripts that
an receive
Mes5ages
from external
Programs




REPAIRS

WHILE-U-WAIT -25= 1!
COMPUTERS & MONITORS

Attention Dealers NEW LOW FIXED PRICE
Ring/Fax Now for be: e i d t
B g N 500, Asoo A1200
CD Rom Drives and Memory Upgrades.

~ FAST TURN AROUND.

90 DAYS WARRANTY ON ALL REPAIRS.

= £20 EXTRA CHARGE FOR WHILE-U-WAIT SERVICE ’ ‘
- COURIER CHARGES £6.00 + VAT EACH WAY

ACCELERATORS| [ 2.5 HARD DRIVES | [ 25" aro omves
FOR A1200 FOR A600/A1200

60Mb £59.95 958Mb £129.95

Call for 80Mb £69.95 340Mb £169.95
ETOMD v £99.95 510Mb .£949.95 ust
Best 8 hard ciives , partitoned v o ki .
- 25" IDE cable + software
Prices 25" IDE Cable + Software £9.95 Prices

MEMORY UPGRADES

m -upgmd‘ i St

Upgrade to 1.5 Meg Upgms: 0 2 Meg |
00+

A 6 o o [ Uvgudz o 2 Meg uvsvm toikes |

792
£39.95|

GENLOCKS || AMITAR %iotoir
for Amiga || ncoone s £949.95

g NOW A1900 without Hard Drive ......... £999.95  A1900 With STOMD.........cmvv
= AVAILABLE =  A1900 with 340Mo..........c... £449.95  * Call for more good deals

ANALOG | Analogic Computers Ltd  Oen Mon-Fri 9.00am - 6.30pm, Sat 9.00am -5
ANALOGIC us,u-qu-..n-u(!)m Tel: 0181 546 95

21/ LOGIC Kingston Upon Thames, Surrey KT2 6HH  Fax: 0181 581 3671
+ W s 0 P ke &

INTERNAL FLOPPY DRIVES

2l IASOD o £29.95  A6OO/A1200.




was intrigued last month when, at the
Labour Partys annual conference,
leader Tony Blair uncovered the plans.
for BT new fibre opticbased branch of the
Information Superhighway, and it pians to
send entertainment broadcasts down the pipe
25 well as phone cals, This opened a veritable
tin of worms at the time, and the argument stil
rages today, albeit at a sightly lower level. In
other words people are stll muttering about it
Itwas a good plan though, and | thought it
had promise. Firty, it means that when Labour
getin at the next efecton [no other outcome

Information . [""""5

t00. And alfor £300. But mostl it means that
our country will have a say in what goes into

this time, despite the
Conservative posturing at their own
conference) we wil be charging ahead into the.
information age with the rest o Europe, and
ot lagging behind. Secondly, all the
restrctons, or at least some of the more

9
Superhighway, which in many ways i the
it

of businesses taking notice of the Internet. But

poi
What mupem

beinga

by the Us and
Europe withoutourput? Does i mean wel

pla are made.
1t time this group of old school ties we
have in power at the present time got wind of

important ones, wil be ited from BT and give  have a repeat performance of the Intemet,
us the kind of Compuserve, where most
I s0Us be of low

. No, s yer, because th pizse

interest t0 2 UK user? The answer is that we.
t ot lag behind

and we need it now, not next week. Perhaps
they could take time of from giving huge pay
fises 10 their chums in industry and put e

oot o fou 0 e e a time when g the UK a place
Not least of the new beefits wil be that G ‘where people from all over the world come to
' schools y the shackles of the ading buy information resources, web space and,
P senvies from sled

saddled since the early 805 and access the new
network using tools of thei choosing, namely
which are

were made in the UK. and we were one of the
st countries n the world fo have a thriving

‘computer people. We used to be the best at
this, and now we are sruggiing to keep up.

supposed to be flooding the market, perhaps?
And why not. An A1200 has most of the things
that you would need to access a multimedia

network, has it not? Sound, and gvapmu ona

of BESs in the 80s on platforms such as the
Spectrum and late lamented Commodore 64
What happened;

time for change of
poliy or time for achange of government.

takep ofthe Interet and is srvices. We have

behalf of the Sick and Tired of Waiting for the:

par with PCs, and a keyboard

alarge

The Labour Party

tp:/ /v poptel. o uk/Labour Party/
Information policy, check out

the pages o find out more.

UK Online
hitp:/Awwwkoniine co.uk/

CIX,after yearsof being the best BES with the coolest Internet
access.is now a fly fledged intemnet service provide Check out

Easynet
it/ easynet co./

‘Compuserve and fiends, but full Net access right off the bat.

 bunch of ther senvices. Cool name, t0o.

‘The ltest news about Amiga and all who sal in her.

David Byrne’s Photoworks

o
mhig ‘http://www.bart.nl/~francey/byrne. htmi
The HUB Internet Cafe Taking Heads areno
“http://www.rednet.co.uk:80/intercafe/ ‘more, but Byme goes |
Avon, onand on. Check out
Crazy Dave's pcures |
st java and the coolest looking st. 2 e :n
CIX Internet s
/oo COMpU.CO.UK/

CHRISTMAS 1995
CHRISTMAS 1995



The largest and most highly praised collection of high
quallty DTP & DTV PD & Shareware in AMIGA hlstory'

o b s almostcvery Ami with the qualit”. The majorty
g mulu ‘o o e e s 0 he ompay Sin e e end s ced vit s &0 croing s Nk
properionof et e presbly . So what s et g s o by e sl i o iy i somecasscvn et
Jraphics. Being o M,wm Hu v < e ok e et AR & G oo i et e o s o e (i e sty O
many times) a0 ey of Known what he's ot The poor end use s then lealy forsed ot Joading cachindividu font oto an applcation, s 0 see what s h's
i et g ettt o D S8 F O RANE DR s s e

a from their old CDs omo mew ones and relcasing the new CD s “Professional”, We could g0 0n
el el thtth curren situstion sinks and we at EMC a aming o st the siandard on which all
 brief insight 0 what s incuded on the EMC CDs and how the data i organised.

perseven get away with “hove
sy koow? W
W

me ofthese o caled” CD dev .

and o o, bty bore you wil somctin o i

(CDs on the Amiga will b judged. A big claim you say? Well. here's

o esgned for - plfocncompues e, Ths mean it you o't gt CDs odd with PC st o

ot s T e rpd oo o oSt and e s of e Ca o FF o e S T vy foncgln o o o

T on e peiew o s the ! The e e o e uly e and i m..mMwwuu 5 il indes. screens (d ol
dexcipive lensmes). Pschasers of the CDs will asa have the " ypeface ok, publshed sspecialy for the EMC CDe. conaning fon priiouts

The price for each CD is £24.99. s1.00ukpap
For first class recorded Airmail to Europe add £4.00 p & p & Rest of World add £6.00 p & p.

The third disc - EMC - PHASE 3 - will be released on... Monday 15th .lanuary 1996

Firl, these CDs are amed drccly st Amiga us

EMC-PHASE { CONTENTS,
NTS pel ENC vols 4,5.6,7 & 16 CGFonts (with postscript & atc fies) EMC vols 8, 9, 10, 23 & 24
lipfonts.

Piolossanal rew EMC ioinas 1519 8 20 and S5 E &
'CLIPART Fusy sorted into sub-drectories (number of directories listed i brackets).
IFF Animals(114), Fantasy(27), Muslc(l?} PBOMQL?B) Rn\lgumtli)
IFF Col Birds, Cars, Cats, Dinosaurs, Dogs, LionKing, Music, Planes, Reptiles.
P Animals, Buildings, Computers, Fmd LWOS‘ UN»E People, Transport, USA, World.
IMAGES b v s oo it e s
Animals, Balloons, Blake?., Cars, Conan, Dragon Lance, Fantasy, Horses, Natural, Planes, Racing, Renders, Reptics,
cenes, Space, Star Trek (TOS&Mov\es) Trains & over 67 MB of 736 x 566 IFF 16/256 colour Video Balxﬂmps
OTHER STUFF
AVAILABLE NOWI  pagestreama updates from 3.0 to version 3.0H, Complete Opalvision2.3b update, 19 additional third party Opmm
£24.99+p &P uilfies, Typesmith2.5a update and Demo, Pagesiream2 Demo, 18 really useful ilities and heaps of other stuf

ENCIPHASE 2 CONTENTS.
ONTS _ AdobeType1 EMC vols 17, 27, 29 & 77 CGFonts (with postscrpt & atc fils) EMC vols 25, 26, 30,31 & 82
Calour EMC volumes 48 & 49 and 71 Imagine Type 1 Fonts.
Fuy s i et o of o
Alpn (s Borgers16) Bm\dmgs{ﬁ) C.maens(w Computer(7), Education(s), Electric(s), Food(90),
Hslorye), Natural59), Spaco & Sof
o ol ey iy s Eanh, S, Vegiaie:
& Stas, Boders, Buldings, Giprt, Ofic, Oierau, Phote Transport
MG Angnats, Caons, Foos OPerSul oopis Pesis, Spons et angper Xmas
IMAGES o 5 15256 coo nd Hal i it
America, Babylons, Birds, BorisV, Brtan, Dogs, Eaypt, EQuest, Famous Peaple, Girls, Kelly,Miltary, NightBreed,
Panorarmas, People, S, Terminator, Textures, Star Trek (TNG), V, Water Scenes, Wikdcats. World, Worid People and
over 70 B of 73 x 566 Video Backdops in IFF 16 & 256 colour formals.

| EMCPHASE 3 CONTENTS..
FONTS _Adcbe Ty EMC vlrtes 78,70,80 61 - Pagesream EMC ok
CGFonts (with gosls:npl/a'h: o) EVG vl 5.5, 5,80 .87 500 P cseu Clponts
o Gk s crcased g1, G A EIOUFS
CLIPART fy s o ks i o dcrs s
I Events(4s) M\Iwaty[%y M), Sporia) Transpori(as), Work(37) and Word(e1)
RELEASE DATE: | IFFCol Flowers, Insects, Mammals, Trees, Xmas.
5th JANUARY 1996 | IMAGES. i 171, tc r 1 256 oo
s (Motor), Boats, Castles, Cats, Classic Cars, Dungeons and Dragons, Dr. Who, Star Trek (DS9), Fractals, Girs,
Grocce, Huns, Heavy Mota laan Cars, Movies, Rosots, Sarwars, e, Wi, Wooarole and over 67 B of
736 566 Video Backdrops in IFF 16 & 256 colour formas.

$0,YOU HAVEN'T GOT A CD DRIVE?
Well, don't despair, we are now seling all volumes from E.M.Computergraphic's AWARD WINNING PD/Shareware library at HALF PRICE! Al you need
1o dois refer o your EMC Info pack, select the volume(s) you want, add up the total orier value, divide the resul 1,00 for postage. Then
send, fax or phone your order through quoting “EMC HALF PRICE OFFER”.If you have any queries, please dont hesitate fo phone
“This is a fimited offer. Please note: £10 minimum order vaiue (atter discount) for this offert

EMC - PHASE 3 PRE-RELEASE OFFER...£19.99 + p&p. NOTICE TO OWNERS OF RETAIL OUTLETS
on all orders received belore 121h January 1996 i YoU AV Boe 1A e LERRGAT 00 T Ut

e o e e e el SRS S e 1 GO . PLEASE CONTACT US FOR TRADE DETALS & PRICES!

&L E E.M.COMPUTERGRAPHIC

8 EDITH ROAD, CLACTON, ESSEX. CO15 1JU
Tel : 01255 431389 Fax: 01255 428666




fyou are ever lucky enough to get a
Job doing DTP fulktime, you might
unlucky enough to get pushed
nto packaging design. | say unlucky because
unless you are working for a small company
with a continuous stream of new products to
package, you will probably be working for an
established irm with concrete ideas on how
they want their products to look and
corporate dentiy to maintain.

Packaging design is one of the most
ubiquitous forms of design work, and the one.
taken mostfor granted. Supermarket chains
work long and hard maing sure
packaging i just right, often spending many

ey

constant source of inspiration to budding
DTPers out there. When you next go into your
local supermarket, notice how al the
supermarket's own brand products hav
consistent ook to them. The logo is ahways in
an important but discrete location on the.

pactaging i i usually mqm!y s grand
than a brand name product,

MANYFOLD

The reasons for this are manyfold, but two
of the most important are th fact that 3] the
supermarket don't want to grandstand the
brand and bj if you pick up the. e
oun ran, you might ik 2
product (whi b e

up for them by Bertie's
marketing men, it can't
Loy s |
The milk bolties ha
aways really had a

SBURY'S

mrlk bOttle

bal
recognition factor is
high already. Both
designs are simple and
uncluttered, using a
few colours as possible:
~ three for the spogs
and only two for the
milk botties Notice,
2050, the window in
b pcies sy

SanssURY'S
S Tt tabies apart

(ommercial

important factor

pleases the Supvmwiw o end becaus
they make more profit on their own branded
oods than on a brand name item, The
design i a subtle form ofreverse psychology
in this instance.

50 here's an example of reabife packaging

s uttons
Intoday’shighy
processed, hghly
packaged soie
Even packages that
are complete
opague wil quie

patkaging
design for @
fow ideas

iginalty
stakes, the design does show up some of the
necessities of 2 supermarketbranded product
The firt thing to note s the generic
product name. When | was a kid, Jell Buttons
were aways called ‘spogs.” While you might

However, Sainsburys are definitely not Bertie
Bassett, so whatever name has been creamed

o alow for a peer
e

P
‘s e
always put a picture of the product, quite often
in combination with other, more expensive tems,
on the packaging in a ‘serving suggestion’

1 know this article must seem ke a waste of
time to the amateur DTP enthusias, the issues

involved
bearing lte relevance for the
street, but it al ighiights how involved a
process DIP and design actually i

anin the

(asual effects

The reason | used two such seemingly boring package designs is to
accentuate the actual work that goes into making attractive and
effective product. Note the vertcal strpes at the top and bottom of
each packet, drawing the eye to the middle where the window is. The
typography used on each s actually fairy irelevan to the design and
‘even a bit puzzling for the spogs. The milk bottles text would have
worked just as el was n  chakon-biackbord yptace or
something k.

The typeface e 5p0gs seems 10 be suggesting Something a bit
classie than just sweets. You might imagine Sainsburys using this
particular font for afterdinner mints or something similar. The duller

that the target the sweets
is somewhat older than for the mik botties — perhaps spogs dont
appeal to sxyear olds fthey did to me when | was that age),

Tuming to the back of the packets, notice how, afthough simi
elements are ot identical. Part of this has to o with one aspect of
scanned packets that you won't be able to appreciate - the differer
materials. The mik bottle packet s made of  glosser, slightly thcke
plastic than the spog bag, and | would think that the printing method
iffeent 0. The thicker lnes, simpler design. and boider fonts on t
5p0g bag lead me o befieve that it has probaby been printed
process ain to screen printing, whil the milk botte packe ooks mo
fike a traditonal ofset ftho process - m not sure. because | have ne
dealt with commercial printing onto plastics.

y. make sure you have a good hard look at the products y
buy the next tme you are in a supermarket - t might surprise you 1
much you miss. Next month, m going to continue with the commercia
side of things and take a ook at copyrght law.
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Super SFIlI Turbo...

Penguins...

|| |
5 9 770957 '405036'

Coala and more!!




ast month | mentioned the various

s sl ot i s
‘graphics programs, if necessary. Ths month |
want to look at the various styles of font
available and give you some pointers as to
how best to use them in your graphics and
video appiications, and also some indications
of areas to avoid when using fonts for video

output

Broadly speaking, fonts can be divided into
two main groupings - Serif and Sanseri. Serf
fonts have extensions on the end of the main
strokes and hair lines of thei letters, whereas
Sanserif fonts are simply plain lettrs with no
serf embelishments. Whether you use Serf or
Sanseri fontsin your video productions is

viously a matter of personal taste. | tend to
use Sanseriffonts in circumstances where

inkesping wih the sbjtt maer s beng

Naxmauy there are other forms within these
two broad categories, such as scripes s
and those which emulate

for exampie. although the former mgm stil be
Sanserif and the later Serf Scrpt fonts give a
more natural, personalised handwriting fe!,
‘whereas 2 typewite sty might imply fast
breaking news being teletyped onto the screen,
or give the impression of  secret document

FUTURISTIC

1 ais0 mentioned e
Their advantage i, that

Fonts - .
and video

viin e Seifansnt gmupmgx they can

e

use more than one colour to
meaning - for instance, by navmg a futurisic
chrome look, or mimic naturally occurting
materals such as gold, granite or marbe,

documentry. Trese tings shou calybe

due consideration for the style and sefting of
the graphic or video you are working o

Obviousy, the context of your images is
important when you are choosing fonts. If
youTe titing a period drama then you should

that they had them handy and they liked

uy
the date in wnich the drama i st. A Victorian

them
Soit 0 weoh tha ek Yetmare o e e o o o
o cons o akig e s way ot and nd graphick

Next month

epicis uniikely
tech digial eterig, or i  flowing goic
scrpt likely to complement a nature:

leehng - funning through a shortlist
selectio of fonts and making your choice after

sl You can el Gry iy
argzaci compui ko

Another important

o is the size of the leterng you use, since:
ot only does size impart a degree of importance o the tex, but t can also

g0
size-razy and make all your text as large as possibie (uniess a particuar
project cal for i of course but there's eq
smal a to be ilegie. Watch out for thin fnes i foris too, as they may
either jtte or smply disappear if you are genlocking your graphics over
video, As a quick test to see f your text i going t ht the spot. step back
from your monitor perhaps ten or twelve feet and see if you can read it
from this mote normal TV viewing distance. If you cant, choose a frger
size.

with CGFonts, 50 f you ned to preview sizes you can ahiays use @ sutable:
paint program and then make bimap versons of particar CGFonS to use:
with your titing software (o long as your e permis yu o use extemal
fonts, thatis|.

In fact, once you've established your favourite CGFonts and
experimented with a range of useful szes it can be very useful to make a
orary of bitmap fonts and use these instead, because ths s bsicaly what

aCGFont o
wait while a new screen font is produced before you e 1 0n the screen.

If you don't have a particularly fast iga ren aking e

equivalents of CGFonts can be cruci, because

This fimied to
pam(mafin(dm e biop o e Urlommamy there aren't many

Verionsof Sl can] bt mos et grphics ciages e qute hgpy

v 10do s o rescaing durn a ke sequence,

fo ntance. Bumap ons wilsimpy lod an iy = 1o fequtetem

{unless they are Yoy e ad yur prsertatons i [ uch o
smoothly as aresut

Amiga Computing

CHRISTMAS 1995

BHpands on
[ast month's
Iook at fonts
and video




H] SUBSCRIPTIONS

(hoose your Fantasti

When you subscribe to Amiga Computin

K240

Save over £29.99

Gremlin's outer space
strategy game gives

you control over a whole
galaxy of mining planets,
where you can create
and destroy worlds at

the touch of a button.

Amiga Next Steps &
A1200 Insider
Guide books

Save over £29

A special two-book pack-
age including the essential
Next Steps guide for all
users who have mastered
the basics, plus the defini-
tive guide to Workbench
and AmigaDOS on the
A1200, packed with expert
tutorials.

Two extra issues
PLUS a smart
Amiga Computing
magazine binder!

Save £15.93

TS 1055




FREE gift now!

Subscribing to Amiga Computing is the only way to ensure
FREE delivery straight to your door
PROTECTION against future price increases
GUARANTEED delivery every month
INVALUABLE Amiga Guide each month
FREE (ift or special offer

@ SUBSCRIPTION HOTLINE
for card orders
Tel: 0151-357 1275 Fax: 0151-357 2813

The Easy Way To Pay
- Subscribing is made even easier by continuous quarterly direct debit. Not only [
can you forget about your subscription ever lapsing and the thought of missing ¥
an issue, but you can spread your payments to avoid paying out a lump sum

r %)é e Amiga (omputing priority substription form =1

I ® | would like the following yearly subscription: @l M pey by l
e fraa 0] ChequelEurochequarPostal Order payabl fo IDG Media ;.
Ows Ow & 0% — T
flo= Om o o cabo  [TTTI[TTTICTTTICTLT 1
[u] o CanadalUSA * 5% .
| o 0 |
® wouid ke 8 UK quartely directdeitongoing N
1 g G500 3 A et S 8 Anig 120 ok Bk |
Quarterly Direct Debit Instruction 9600 [ Heimdal I
B|  smcomrommsisumosmoenromvorscromm | | o7 1 UG ttes et i |
] ity ]
* Canada & USA sussrbers sand o Europross (Nrth Amera). U 14, Eyshan Drve,
Oustsiom || Woodsock Onia, NT4 171, Canad. Tot 3155000000 P S16558 9738
I Ty account at e request of I0G Mecia. a I
Do Ganed oot Gt
I 4 MK N @ Deliver my magazine to: l
g ‘change the amounts and dates only after
R G oo Name
e —
Bl | S |
e LT o s 1
ke g o
i o i
ey | menesos s et bo o e
Ongeatrs arscman i, (ATSTTT<I1T3] | Pees
| B e Postoode Daytine hone no |

Send this form to: Database Direct, FREEPOST, South Wirral L65 3EB. (No
e m th

needed if posted in UK.)
our subscription will commence from the earliest possible issue
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The Final Data manual costs only £12.95
whilst you can get the latest Database from
SoftWood for the special price of just £36.95!

Features of the Official Final Data 1 Manual

+ Provides a set of exercises in the tutorial chapter.
* Clearly explains all the menu and requester acti
« Details all the print options available.
i mples of ARexx commands Final Data can use.
The easy-to-use manual includes clear screenshots, step-by-step
guidance and a comprehensive index.
Another major benefit when you purchase the manual is that you will
be registered as a SoftWood user which entitles you to other
special SoftWood offers and gives you access to SoftWood's highly
acclaimed technical support phone line.
Al this s available for only £12.95!
Upgrade to NEW Final Data 3
You may prefer to purchase the complete new Final Data 3 package. As

well as the benefits of a manual and Softwood registration, this
Sdvanced database program includes all these additional features:

+ Running Calculations « Memo Data Type.
Database Queries + Non-Contiguous Selections
ws « Hidden Columns
Datatype Support + Conversion of Data

* New ARexx commands.
Final Data 3 also offers the optional use of
Amiga file requesters, has additional program
prefarences and includes various automatic
Final Data_ resiing of column widths.
The complete Final Data 3 package is avail-
able for only £36.95 1

o

Please usethe form on tis page f you wish to order sither the
Fina Data  ffcal manal o the NEW Final Data 3 pacage.
Al pries incude UK postage.

Plase add £5 10 EC o non-£C overseas orders

R *oftWood

Naturally Better

bege &

/4

Evening Phone:
" Final Data 1 Manual @ $12.95 nc.

S [ CredDebR Grd
St | hokers signaure |
| il Data 3@ 3698 nc. Uk pkp | 5 5100
" Oerscas surcharg (i apliable)
| Optioal FAST UK Couricr

e ol s
O
epiypue [ [ [ ] ] tswerotswicnounx [ ] ] Depe ACOIDI

pay

y b
Voo 1D Ol Nt Seet Afvion, Deryshin: DESS TP e 01 T3 478 FAX 01 T3 8100
o =3
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Active Software .
Analogic.
Arnold Computer Supp.
Artworks
Blittersoft
Brian Fowler Computers

Digita International .
E£.M. Computergraphics
Epic Marketing ..

scom
Fast Computer Services.
Force Software
Fourth Level Development...

Grey Troni
GV Broad

Power Computing
Premier Mail Order.
Premier Vision

S & S Computer Supplies
Seasoft Computing
Silent Paw Productions ..

Zone 1 Ltd.




68060

Buperior performance. Full on speed. Yours when
ou add the new Falcon 68040/060 accelerator to your
miga 1200. It’s like never hitting the brakes. State-

alcon, feel the speed. If you dare.

68040LC 25MHz
1.5 Times more powerful starting from

than the Amiga 4000/040* £429.95

RAM Access 3.5 times quicker
than the Amiga 4000/040*

Easily upgradable to the
68060 Processor**

68060 Processor
socket built-in

Can host up to 128MB
of Local Burst RAM

Fast SCSIIIIIl SMA
d Disk Controller (10MB/Sec) G PCON oG IoMre
sCsI-Chip H FALCON 68040RC 25MHZ
¥ H FALCON 68040RC 33MHZ
B o compatbieand 68040 or FALCON 68060RC SOMHZ
fully auto-configuring 68060 CPU il
LT p—— TMESiM
Bl ccio e eome vt soon SCs| ADAPTOR
B o e 1 b opand snd wapaor moctied SCSI-Connector  SIMM-Connector Al Fakcon's come complete witha cooling fan

OWER @ |__viper 28nh: @)

The Viper 28 can have up to 128MB  FPU's complete with crystal. Please
RAM installed, full Kickstart remapping, ~state for Blizzard compatibility.

optional SCSI-II adaptor, on-board

battery backed clock, 68882 co. 20MHZFPUPLCC
processor, instruction and data burst

modes.

VIPER 28 MKIl BARE £119.95 5511 INTERFACE (oen o £69.95
VIPER 26 MKl 2M8 £199.95 4y0 cam

VIPER 28 MKl 4MB £259.95  gyp s

VIPER 28 MKIl 8MB £399.95

VIPER 28 MKl 16M8 £569.95

A1200 8MB RAM card which uses 1 x

PC1208 BARE £59.95
The Viper 50 can have up to 126M8 11300 SARK £89.95
RAM installed, and the same features -
a5 the Viper 28 PC1208 2MB £129.95
PC1208 4MB £189.95
VIPER 50 BARE PC1208 8MB £329.95
VIPER 50 2MB
starting from VIPER 50 4MB

£119195° 2o £64995 waw encis

01234 273000 POWER COMPUTING LTD
44A/B STANLEY STREET
01234 352207 BEDFORD MK41 7RW




Imagine a world where light
doesn't move in waves...

- CinemadD

HiSoft Systems is proud to present Cinema4D - a new world of
Amiga ray-tracing. CinemadD is packed with power-user features
that will satisfy even the most demanding users. Moreover, at £199
inc., Cinema4D does not carry a power-user price tag.

CinemadD provides an easy-to-use multi-tasking editor replete
with every conceivable option including window-based realtime
interactive modelling, modelling directly in 3D, basic and complex
primitives with uncountable variations, easy object manipulation,
moveable tool, object and texture lists, definable object hierarchies,
optimised versions for 68020 (A1200 etc.) & FPUs and much more!

The Cinema4D animator brings you even closer to the world of
"virtual reality’, breathing life into objects and scenes. It doesn't
matter whether you want to have your spaceship dock with a new
spacestation, or take a tour around the darkest dungeon - with
CinemadD it's so simple. With just a few mouse clicks you will
have your objects move realistically through time and space.

Cinema4D runs on all Amigas with a minimum of 3MB RAM, and
Kickstart 2 or higher. Cinema4D supports all Amiga and graphic
card modes (HAM, HAMS, 24-bit,etc.) and recognised file formats
(Imagine, Sculpt, DX, Reflections, etc.).

Free Cinema4D Demo Disk

The world-beating CinemadD is
Please send me some more information on Cinema4D,

:‘,;itt;f’;;:l::“;;‘::;';2‘;:‘:,m Hismft

If you experience any difficulties

= obtaining CinemadD, you can order SYSTEMS
rce by telephoning our order e R
Addoes: hotline on 0500 223660, armed with The Old School, Greenfield

vour crdit or debit card or you can Bedford MK455DE UK

pastcot: send us a cheque or postal orders. Tel: +44 (0) 1525 718181

ool Lttt ot Please add £3 P&P for despaich 10 Fax: +44 (0) 1525 713716

addresses within the UK, £6 for hisoft@cix.compulink.co.uk

next day delivery (if oods in stock).
HiSoft 1995, E&OE




